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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



THEY who have fhidied 
Nature moft, and pene- 
trated deepeft into her fecret recef- 
fes, have convinced themfelves and 
others, that human fcience is bound- 
ed by anarrow horizon, and that our 
knowledge is imperfedt within the 
circle. Beyond the fphere of mortal 
vifion, lie many truths which we 
can neither difcern nor compre- 
hend. A convidtion of the weak^ 
a 3 nefs 
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nefs of human underftanding pre- 
pares the philofophic mind for 
the admiflion of truths, which 
exceed its capacity to difcover 
upon moral evidence. A little 
philofophy leads to atheifm : a 
great deal brings back the mind 
to religion. Pafchal, Bacon ^ Boyle ^ 
Berkley^ Maclauririy Boerhaavcy 
Newton, Clarkey in proportion as 
they explored with fuccefs the 
myfteries of creation, felt their 
breafts warmed with devotion to 
its great Author and Governor, 
- — The name of H a l l e r , which 
is already fo illuftrious in the 
world of letters, will one day be 
venerable and dear to the friends 
©f religion and virtue, the num- 
9 ber 
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ber of whom his writings will 
probably contribute to increafe. 
This great and good man, in 
the earlier part of his life, had 
his doubts concerning the ob- 
jects of the Chriftian Faith : 
but thefe doubts were difpelled 
by a fuccefsfiil application to eve* 
ry branch of fcience on the on6 
hand; and by a candid examina« 
tion of the facred oracles on the 
other. The Jirjiy by purging his 
foul, according to his own em- 
phatic phrafe, of arrogance and 
pride, filled it with that poverty 
(if Spirit J which, of all the Chrif- 
tian graces, as we are inftrud:ed 
by divine wlfdom, enters iirft 
the kingdom of heaven. T^he 
a 4 fecond 
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fecond convinced him that the di^ 
"vine revelation^ conveyed in the 
holy fcriptures, was a boon wror- 
thy of the merciful author of our 
nature to give ; and fuch as w^as 
fit for guilty mortals to receive, 
with humble gratitude and reve- 
rence. 

There are hours of defpon- 
dcncy and langour in every man's 
life, which can neither be pre- 
vented nor remedied by the moft 
profperous worldly circumftances^ 
or by the greateft exertions of 
human induftry and refource. — 
The healing art, which Baron 
Haller applied with unequal- 
led fuccefs to the difeafes of the 
body, could not, as he experi- 
enced 
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enced in his own perfon, reach 
that diiTatisfaftion with the pre- 
fent, and that awful apprchcn- 
fion of a future ftate, which will 
at certain feafons break iii upon, 
and interrupt the courfe of bufi- 
nefs and pleafure, and agitate 
the bofoms of mankind. With 
the torrent of frefh images which 
were poured into his mind from 
every new contemplation, were 
mingled the copiforts of religion. 
Its laws were to him a delightful 
fubjed of attention, and a joyful 
objedt of hope. He tafted of the 
fountain of life, whofe refrefhing 
Ibeams fo invigorated his Ibul, 
that he beheld undifinayed the 
king of terrors ! 

* The 
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The confolation which he felt 
himfelf, he was anxious to impart 
to others. In his warm career of 
brotherly love and benevolence, he 
eagerly feized the numberlefs op- 
portunities, which his profeffion 
of a phyfician gave him, of con- 
vincing thofe with whom he con*- 
verfed of the truth, and of con- 
verting them to the pradtice of 
the Chriftian religion. And this 
he did, not only by his inftruftions, 
but by his example* For he was 
charitable to the poor; fympathiz- 
ed in the tendereft manner with 
the diftreffed ; and was as much 
revered for his juftice, as beloved 
for his humanity, in the ordinary 
commerce of life, 

A thou-* 
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A thoufand incidents, which 
paflcd unheeded by the vulgar 
eye, brought the Deity to his 
mind ; nor could he at the men- 
tion of that great name, in what- 
ever company or circumftances 
he happened to be placed, refrain 
from fome pious ejaculation, with 
his eyes and hands lifted up to- 
wards Heaven. • 

While his humane and feeling 
mind embraced in the bonds of 
love all his fellow men, and in- 
terefted him in their prefent and 
future concerns, there was one 
perfon whom God and nature 
had recommended to his peculiar 
tendernefs and care. He .had 
a 'daughter, ; dear to him as 

his. 
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his own foul. He knew the in- 
quietudes to which the common 
lot of humanity would fubje(fl 
her throughout life, and the fears 
that would alami her tender breaft 
at the approach of death, of 
which, it was fbme confolation 
to him, that * he would not live 
* to be the mournful witnefs.* To 
her he addrefied, at di^rent 
times, but in a regular fucceflion, 
thefe Letters, which were after- 
wards, by his permiffion, pub-' 
tlhed for the benefit of the 
World at large. They have met, 
on the continent, and it is to be 
hoped they will meet, in this 
ifland, with a fiivourable recep- 
tion. For, 

ift. The 



jrft. The luthor has fcxhibi- 
tfids in ao incredibly fimU com- 
pafs, the completcft cfefentce of 
Chriftianity, in our judgment, 
that has yet been offered to the 
world. Other writers have urged 
particidar ai^uii^ents in favour of 
this c^ufc — with great ability and 
ingenuity, :Bar<>n Hauler cqI- 
l^(3s 1^ heft arguments of the 
abkfl: divines in ev^ period of 
Chriftianity ; arranges them in a 
judicious orders arid brings their 
united force into one centre of 
perculBon. Thofe rays which 
hav^e feparatcly flowed from the 
genius and iniuftry . of eminent 
Chriftians in different ages and na- 
tions^ he gathers into one focus, 

and 
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and thereby illuminates his objed:, 
with the fiill cfRilgencc of know- 
ledge and of grace. 

2dly. It is not only his objed: 
to (hew that Jefus of Nazareth 
was a perfon divinely commif- 
fioned from Heaven for the refor- 
maticm of the world; but that he 
was in reality the Son of God, and 
that he poured out his foul a pro- 
pitiation for the fins of men. — » 
We have defenders of Chriftianity, 
Socinians and Arians, who frame 
^ftems of religicMi to themfelves, 
and then prove this religion by 
texts of fcripture. Finding that 
Aey cannot raife their conceptions 
to the fublimity of all Divine 

truth i 
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truth; they think they do good 
fervice to the caufe of Chriftianity 
by lowering Divine truths to hu- 
man conception. Thus they ad- 
mit certain parts, and rejeft others, 
of a fyftem that muft be wholly re- 
jected or wholly admitted. Baron 
Haller receives with pious awe, 
even what he cannot comprehend, 
and with humble confidence walks 
forward into thofe regions where, 
according to the figure of the poet 
— V Lame Faith leads Underftand- 
* ing blind.' — Yet even there, in 
thole facred walks, where the 
grandeur and incomprehenfibility 
of the furrounding objeds lay 
proftrate the powers of the hu- 
fnzn Blind, he finds room for the 

cxcrcifc 
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cxercifc of rcafoa in the fervice of 
the Chriftian caufe. He fhews 
the credibility of myfteries which 
exceed our comprehenfion, by ma- 
nifold analogies taken from the 
procefs of nature in the inanimate^ 
animal, and rational world. He 
analyzes, in feme degree, the 
CEConomy of Divine Grace, vin- 
dicates even the hardeft dod:rines 
of Chriftianity, if we may be al- 
lowed this expreffion, and through- 
out all its parts jufHfies the ways 
of God to man. 

3dly. There is fomething in thefc 
Letters of Baron Haller which 
not only convinces the judgment, 
but which operates upon the heart, 

and 
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and inclines the will. His feel- 
ing reprefentations of the niifery 
of human life, and of the fitnefs 
of the Chriftian religion to re- 
medy that mifery, intereft the 
afFedtions in the caufe of truth, 
and difpofe the reader to give it 
a feir hearing. Abftrafted demon- 
ftrations of the being and attri- 
butes of God ; formal and fyllo- 
giftical proofs of the refurredlion 
of Chrift, have but a feeble in- 
fluence on the underftanding, be- 
caufe .they have none on the paf- 
fions. It is the wrill that diredts 
die power of attention, and with- 
out attention there is no room 
for the exercife of judgment. 
Where there is a prepofleffion 
b againft 
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againft any fibftrine, the mind> 
fwift as lightning, fixes its whole 
' force on the arguments that tend 
to invalidate its truth; and, as 
the refources of a fertile imagi- 
nation and fubtile genius are in- 
finite, the fceptic readily retreats 
into the labyrinths of metaphy- 
fics. It is eafy to be con- 
vinced of v^hat we wifli to be 
true; and in matters that admit 
of reafoning, it is, on the con- 
trary, difficult to perfuade man- 
kind of the truth of what they 
wifli were falfe. It is the pe- 
culiar excellency of this little 
performance, that while it demon- 
ftrates the truth of Chriftianity by 
arguments, it difpofes the will tp 

give 
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give thofe arguments a candid, a 
favourable attention — we become 
acquainted with the Divine Per- 
fon, whofe miffion from heaven* 
it is the author's objedl to prove ; 
and we are ready to cry out, of 
ourfelves, *^ truly this man was tb< 
'' Son ofGodr 

4thly. The variety and extent of 
Baron Haller's learning muft 
ftrike both Believers and Infidels. 
The former will rejoice in the ac- 
quifition of fo able an advocate for 
fo good a caufe : the latter will be 
fomewhat ftartled, when they find 
fo univerfal a genius a believer in 
Jefus Ghrift ; for he muft indeed 
be obdurately conceited, who re- 
b 2 fufes 
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fufes even to examine a religion of 
which Haller was a difciple ; a 
man fo deeply verfed in oriental^ 
clajjicaly and modern languages; 
and in fcience of every kind, me^ 
taphyjicalf mathematical^ phyJiologU 
caly moralj and theological. — The 
various knowledge of the author 
finds room to difclofe itfelf even 
in this little volume of familiar 
cpiftles to his daughter: Nor 
will any perfon who reads them, 
fufpedt that his judgment was be- 
trayed by vanity into an oftentatious 
difplay of his learning. This de- 
vout man was too deeply imprefled 
with the image of God's goodnefs 
and power, to think of his own con- 
fequence,or to liften tothe whifpers 
§ of 
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of felf-adulation. But, as rivers 
take a tincflure from the foil over 
which they roll ; fo the genius and 
complexion of a man of letters, 
colours his converfation, and his 
writings, on every fubjedt. 

5thly. The parental tendernefs 
that breathes throughout thefe 
Letters, attaches the reader both 
to their author and to the per- 
fon to whom they are addrefled; 
and gains his favourable attention 
to the whole performance.^- — Many 
parents will adopt the fentiments 
of Baron Haller, and prefent 
this little book to their children as 
the deareft pledge of parental af- 
feftion. For what parent but 
b 3 would 
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would wifli, in the laft ftagc of 
life, to addrefs from his heart thefe 
words to his child ? * The king 

* of terrors approaches me with 

* hafty fteps: but I behold his 
' advances without difinay. Be- 

* yond that aera of my exiftence, 

* I fee objedls of joy and hope, 
^ which invite me to leave this 

* world, and to ftep forward into 

* eternity; into manfions of holi- 

* nefs and blifs, where death fhall 

* be banifhedfor ever, and where fin 
^* fliall have no place. After hav- 

* ing finifhed your courfe, you will 

* again meet your father in thofe 

* glorious and peaceful abodes, 

* where the idea of our frafl 

* mortality Ihall no longer dif- 

4 . ' turb 
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* turb our breafts, or fill them 

* with fhame ; and where the 

* miferies of this life fhall no 

* longer draw tears from our 
^ eyes/ 
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LETTER I. 

Comfort 0/ Religion at the hour of death, and on 
the entrance into another ftate of exiftence, 
Necejpty of eftablijbing faith on a firm founda* 
tion. CharaSer of modern Sceptics* Cata* 
hguk of eminent defenders of the Chriftiau 
faith* The Author's apology for engaging in 
the fame caufe. Arguments in favour of Rt* 
Jigion come with peculiar *weight from a laj» 
man. Defers and errors in the writings as 
nveU of divines as philofophers, 

IT affords me, my dear child, great 
fatisfadtion, to obferve the ferious 
turn of your mind, though you are 
now at an age, when die world ap« 
B pears 
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pears in its gayeft and moft alluring 
colours. But this life, however di- 
verfified with pleafing charms, muft 
have an end, though at prefent it 
may feem at, a remote diftance. I, 
perhaps, fhall not live to be the for- 
rowful witncfs of (uch an event; but 
that day, which is to terminate your 
cxiftence, approaches infenfibly; and 
when the awful moment arrives, what 
then will be your lupport ? The careffcs 
of your fond children, the converfa- 
tion of your beloved friends, will be 
but a feeble refuge. Do you think, 
that it will be in the power of medi- 
cine to Hop the fleeting breath, or re- 
tard the fatal hour? The earth will 
feem to bend beneath your tottering 
feet, and you will enter into an eter- 
nity, immenfe and unfathomable; 
where will be found other joys and 
other griefs than thofc which you fhall 

have 



TO HIS DAUGHTER, J 

kave experienced in this life, and where 
the meafures both of good and evil will 
be enlarged beyond your prefent power 
of conception. At this laft period of 
life, when your eyes will no longer be* 
hold the light — when your ears will 
no more hear the well-known voice of 
thofe who were deareft to you — when 
you will feel the arrows of death 
pierce your trembling heart, who will 
fupport you in this fcene of fear and 
dread, if God withdraw his fuccour ? 

It is a juft, though trite obfervanon^ 
that to feek comfort by driving out of 
our thoughts the evil-day, that day which 
jnuft decide pur lot for ever, is a mark 
of the higheft folly and extravagance^ 
Miferable expedient ! which cannot de- 
lay a fingle moment, nor improve, in 
the fmalleft degree, the deftiny which 
?twaits us. The enemies of Revelation 
have fbmetimes made a confeiTion well 
B 2 worthv 
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wcMthy of our attention. They acknow- 
ledge, that a Chriftian, whofe faith, not- 
withftanding, in their opinion, is chi- 
merical, can preferve his ferenity and 
chearfiilnefs, at the moment when he 
feek all his faculties perifhing, and his 
body haftening to a ftate of corruption 
—at that moment, in which the foul 
feems deprived of every fupport. 
They confefs, that his hopes, how- 
ever ill-founded they efteem them, 
and deferving the contempt of philo- 
fophy, never forfakc him, but fortify 
and encourage him to the laft. His 
feith, fay they, infpires him with refo- 
lution. Armed with this, he dares to 
look Death in the face j becaufe, after 
this period of exiftence is finiftied, he 
extends his view to an eternity of hap- 
pinefs. 

But faith, unlefs firmly eftablilhed, 

cannot produce this effedti neither 

3 can 
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can it be called faith, if it be not fup- 
ported on fome real foundation. If 
we believe more through the influ- 
ence of cuftom and example, than 
from the arguments of reafon, or the 
internal conviftiori of our own minds, 
this kind of perfuafion is £ilfe and 
groundleft, and incapable of inlpiring 
confidence or peace. Death is an ob- 
je6b frightful to human nature: die 
fufFerings which precede it, the conftant 
and regular lapfe of time which una- 
voidably brings us nearer to our diflTo- 
lution, muft excite in us painful and 
difagreeable fentiments, and fuch as 
at beft we can never hope to fup- 
prefs, and, when our faith is wavering, 
can with difficulty (uppoft. But if we 
would entertain more pleafing thoughts, 
they muft arife from the confideration of 
a future ftate of felicity ; the certain hope 
of which has the lame efFeft upon the 
B 3 mind. 



6 BARON HALLER's LETTERS 

mind, as thofe ittiprcffioris which we re^ 
ccivc from fcnfible objefts. 

To a conviftion founded upon an 
attentive examination of the grounds 
of our faith, we muft join a pcrfeft 
perfuafion, that this eternal happinefs 
will not be indifcriminately conferred, 
but mult fall only to the fliare of the 
good and defending. Without this (en- 
timent, we cannot experience any of 
thofe confolations, which we particu- 
larly ftand in need of at that time, 
when there is nothing upon earth 
from which we can derive any folid 
iatisfaftion. We muft judge for our- 
felves— -muft fee, as it were with our 
own eyes, the proofs of religion : we 
muft feel the force of them. Both 
the undcrftandtng and the heart muft 
give their aflent, if we wifli them to 
have any influence upon our paflions* 
Apply yourfelf, therefore, with all con- 
fidence. 
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fidcncc, to thofe rcfcarchcs. The rock 
of falvation is folidity itfclf 5 it cannot 
be Ihaken, cither by the doubts of the 
fceptic, or the farcafms of the fheerer. 

Your father, who now addrefles 
you, during the courfe of a long life, 
Ipent in continual labour and ftudy, 
thought himfelf obliged to confecrate 
fome of his leifure hours, to enquiries 
of this nature. The refult of which 
was, that thofe truths which have been 
called in queftion, always appeared to 
him the more evident and refpeftable, 
the more attentively he examined the 
reafbns and proofs on which they were 
Ipunded. 

But who are thofe fceptics and thofe 
fneerers, which, in this our day, fo 
much abound ? The one have never 
ftudied the principles of the Chriftian 
faith J frivolity and precipitation mark 
their chara6tcr; with them ridicule fup- 
B 4 plies 
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plies the place of reafon^ and they are 
bufily employed in a fatal purfuit. 
How ought they to regret the lofs dT 
that time, which Ihould have been 
devoted to a ferious enquiry after truth ! 
The others, the free-thinkers of the 
age, who are at the head of a party, and 
the heroes of it, have never been at the 
pains to acquire a knowledge of die 
ancient languages, and of hiftory — a 
knowledge, neverthelefs, very effential 
in aflifting them to form a right judg- ' 
ment of the fundamental doftrines of 
faith. I have read the works of their 
moft famous authors. Not one of them 
was capable of underftanding tne true 
and precife acceptation of the terms 
made ufe of m the facred writings— Not 
one of them had entered deep enough 
into the ftudy of Nature, to trace Divi- 
nity in the various objefts which fur- 
round us, notwithftandirig thofe difplays 

are 
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are fb numerous^ fb eminent and illuf> 
trious, in every work of creation, whe* 
ther we confider its defign or its contri- 
vance. Therefore that which fumilhed 
Hobbes with a fubjeft of infidelity^ 
confirmed Newton in his faith — that 
which was to Ofi-ay a matter of fport, 
was to Boerhaavc an extenfive thenne 
for wonder and adoration. 

I know that a young mother, re- 
fiding in a gay city, cannot fo ab. 
ftradk herfelf from company, as either 
to ftudy the oriental languages, or to 
make a proficiency in chronological 
refearches. Yet without thefe aids, 
flie may find fufficient means to con- 
firm her mind in the truth of the 
Chriftian faith. In languages which 
are more known, we have a number 
of apologies, written in favour of re- 
ligion ; which appear to me fiiUy fuf- 
ficient to remove all thofe doubts and 

difficulties. 
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difEcultics, thrown in our way bjr 
Sceptics. The pious Madame de Se^ 
vigne, a woman of high rank, and pof- 
fcfling a fine and elegant tafte, was not 
infenfible to that bright futurity which 
the Chriftian religion had opened to 
her. She well underftood »the merit 
of the illuftrious * Abbadie, and ren- 
dered him ample jufticc. Ditton has 
demonftrated, with molt convincing 
energy, the truth of the refurredtion 
of Chrift. Sherlock hath examined this 
faft, with all the accuracy and preci- 

• A celebrated Proteftant divine, born at 
Noy, in the province of Beam, in 1654. After 
having iinifhed his ftudies, he was made mini- 
fier of the French Church at Berlin, from 
whence he came to London in 1690, where 
he was for fome time miniftcr of the French 
church in the Savoy, and was afterwards pro- 
moted to the deanery of Killaloe in Ireland. He 
publilhed feveral works in French that we/c 
much efteemed, particularly, <• A Treatife on 
the Truth of the ChriOian Religion/' 

fion 
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fion which arc employed in our 
courts of juftice *. Another writer, 
who is yet living, diftinguilhed both for 
his tarlents in eloquence and poetry, not 
more illuftrious by birth, than by emi- 
nent abilities. Lord Lyttelton, I mean, 
an Englifh nobleman, hath ably proved, 
by examining the converfion of St. Paul, 
that nothing elie but the adhial appear- 
ance of one from heaven, was able to 
produce convidtion in fo bitter an ene- 
my to Chrift and his gofpel. It is per- 
haps rather differviceable to the caufe 
of religion, that Tach hath been com- 
pelled to abandon a work, which he 
had begun with a defign of invalidat- 
ing its doftrines. For the leaft appear- 
ance of perfecution only ferves to 
make converts, even in a bad caufe. 

• In a piece intituled—** The Trial of the 
Witncfles of the Rerurrcaion." 

You 
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You well know with what minute- 
nets and * philofophic precifion, our 
friend M. Bonnet hath proved the di- 
vine miflion of our Saviour. A wo- 
man might perfeftly underftand all 
thcfc books; and there would be 
nothing wanting to her convidbion, if 
Ihe could be fure^ that none of the 
fafls were foppofititious, none of the 
arguments fophiftical, which the au- 
thors have made ufe of. The patrons 
of infidelity, who would be delighted 
to difcover any defefts in thefc ar- 
guments, would undoubtedly have 
brought them to light, if there had 
|)een any to be found i and inftead of 
thefe objeftions fo often refuted, the 
repetition of which has been difguft- 
ing to every reader of fenfe, they 
would not have omitted to ufher them 
into the world with an air of triumph, 

and 
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and thereby have expofed the defenders 
of religion. 

I thought, however, though per- 
haps too partially, that my obfervations 
on thefe important truths, might not 
be altogether unprofitable. What the 
churchmen have written on religious 
matters, has, in general, gained but 
inferior credit. Their arguments have 
loft much of their weight, from the 
confideration of their having been 
urged by perfons who were bound, 
both by honour and intereft, to defend 
the profcffion in which they were en- 
gaged. In other writings, publifhed 
in favour of religion, the reader of dif- 
cernment difcovers and condemns a 
certain complexional peculiarity of ge- 
nius or turn of thinking. They com- 
plain alfoof thofe ingenious conjedlures, 
which authors, fond of difplaying in- 
genuity, fometimes very improperly in- 

terlperfe 
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tcrfpcrfc in their works, even on fub- 
jc6b of religion. Other authors on the 
lame fubje6ts, have been cenlurcd for 
their prolixity, and fometimes, indeed^ 
without fufficient reafon, (inoe addition 
to pleafure and juvenUe impatience is 
frequendy at the bottom of thcfe com- 
plaints. 

Some perfons have been of opinion, 
diat if a layman, who, in die courfc 
of a long life, hath had occafion to 
tcftify his love for the truth, and hath 
lacrificed to it great temporary advan* 
tagcs, were to write in defence of die 
fiiith, and to found his arguments on 
fuch fa£b only as ¥rere incontcftable, 
his fufitragc would carry with it much 
greater wdght and authority. Some 
fiicnds of mine, from the too good 
f^inion diey have been pleated to en- 
urtain of roe, have fugg^ftcd, that it 
was in my power to accooopliih the 

laik. 
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tafk, agreeably to their ideas; and 
that under my hands, the work would 
be ufeful not only to you, but to 
other young perfons who have, at 
the fame time, an inclination to ftu- 
dious enquiries. In (hort, it is for 
your fake alone, that I now addrefs 
you on this fubjeft, not to procure 
^e approbation of the learned. The 
lad words of a father, far advanced in 
years, and who fees his end approach- 
ing, will doubtlefs make a greater im- 
prcffion on your heart, than all the 
lefibns of a fkilful teachen You can- 
not but confefs, that in my prefent 
fituation, at a time of life, when the 
world offers nothing which can ex- 
cice the paffions, it muft be convic- 
tion only, and a perfeft perfuafion of 
the truth, that has induced me to 
this undertaking. But there is yet 
aiwther reafon which determined m€ 

to 
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to form the prefcnc dcfign. It ap- 
pears to me, that the Theolo^ans, and 
even many pious Chriftians, have con* 
fidered God in no other view, than 
in the relation in which he fiands 
iwth man; their ideas, therefore, of 
this adorable Being, are very narrow 
and confined. On the other hand, 
the Philofophers have not r^arded 
him in the chara£ter of Father, Judge, 
and Benefador ; but only of the Cre- 
ator of all things, and Governor of 
the world; but fometimes their idea 
has been more limited, and they 
have dcfcribed him limply as the Go- 
vernor of empires. 

The firft reprefent God too much 
like man, and n^lccl, or regard with 
too great indifiercnce, the interefting 
relations in which we fland with God, 
as being his creatures, as being finners, 
and as poor dependents on the merdful 

difpenfations 
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dilpenfatiohs of his renovating grace. 
They fccm to have forgotten, or to 
have overlooked, that love ^Hich we 
all owe to the Supreme Being ; nor 
to have fufficiently recommended that 
humble reverence, and profound re- 
ipeftj which is due to the Omfiipbtent 
Creator bf all things. This God, who 
is the Savioiir of men, the Lord of all 
treated worlds, is furely entitled to 
the profoundeft refpe£t and adoration 
from all his creatures* 



LET- 
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LETTER II. 

ji defcriptim rf thtd anxiety and terror which 
bangs over every mind in life, at deaths and 
above all on its entrance into the luorld of /pi' 
rits. Holinefs of the Divine Nature. Via 
the natnral object of pmuflment. Nec^fity of 
funijhing fin^ in order to maintain the. order 
of the univerfe. Many intermediate orders of 
intelligent beings between the Deity and man* 
fride and arrogance of human nature^ , Delayt 
of the punijhment of Jin not an argument againft, 
its certainty • Corruption, filfijhnefs, and con^ 
fgquMtly injufiice, of humam nature afftrtedi 
pi contradiaion to certain philofophers i and 
defcribed, from its earlieft appearance in in' 
fancy t to its full height and maturity. Wanity- 
of ivorldly purfuitSy and importance of a pre^ 
paration for eternity. Love of the voorld and 
the things of the voorld, the grand four ce of en^ 
vy, malice, and contention, The mind purified 
and tranquillixed by the frofpeS and hope 
of futurity. Remaining povoer of corruption 
in the heft and moft pious minds, Necejfity of 
an atonement for Jin acknowledged by So- 
crates* 

Have met widi a book, written for 

the inftmftion of children, which 

begun with this important queftion— 

---What 



1 



^ TO HIS DAUCHTEK4 I9 

^^JVbdt is thy ionfolaiion in life mi in 
death? — It is not the world which 
can give it you, or infure even for a 
moment, any of thofe talents or ad*- 
vantages which you poffefs— fuch a6 
youth, health, fortune, conjugal af- 
fcftion, children of promifing hopes, 
and in ihort, whatever contributes to 
render life agreeaWe. An unexpefted 
malady — you yourfelf have experi* 
enced it— may fecredy canker the 
bldom of youth, and deprive it of aU 
ks graces and attradions. The fword 
of death is fufpcnded over your head 
by a tender thread; neither can the 
world defend you from thofe ftrokes 
of adverfity, which are the inevitable 
lot of mortals. Or, fuppofing that thd 
years pafs away without the viiitationi 
of ficknefs, yet, in their revolving 
courfe, your natural vigour decays, as 
the internal ftrength and refiiurces of a 
C a common- 
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commonwealth arc wafted by domeftic 
contcfts. Your foul, which is of an 
immortal nature, will fbmethnes ob« 
trude on you a reflc6bion, that the 
body, upon which you have built great 
expeftations, is daily tumbling into 
. ruins. You fcarcely perceive the Iccret 
courfe of a river, which accompanies 
you in your pajGTage, and upon whofe 
current you are carried down, till, 
with confternation, you find yourfclf 
at its mouth juft ready to emerge into 
die wide ocean, where you will find no 
more banks — no more agreeable prof- 
pefts to charm the eye — no more 
chearful companions — no more objeAs 
to gratify the fenfes, or indulge your 
favourite tafte and inclination ; all thefe 
fourccs of delight will vanifh for ever. 
Having, by an irrcfiftible impulfe, 
entered this boundlefs expanfe, alone 
and unattended, how will you fupport 

the 
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the idea» that there is nothing remain^ 
ing to you, l)ut this immenfity with 
wludh you are furrounded ? 

This image, fo often applied, and 
which afFcfted in a moft lively man- 
ner, even in the midil of her plea* 
fures, the ingenious Sevigne, is but a 
fiiint refemblance of its archetype. 
The current of time, whofe rapidity 
you cannot oppofc, and of which you 
have already pafled a confiderable 
part, will carry you into the prefencc 
of your Judge — a being of perfeft 
purity and holinefs — who is divefted 
of all thofe paiTions, which the pover-)> 
ty of human language has afcribed to 
Wm, and of whofe violence we need 
not therefore be afraid. But although 
he is infinitely good, he does not apf- 
prove of fin, nor regard good and 
evil with an eye of indifference. 
Thcfe two things are naturally and 
g 3 cffcnwally 
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cjHcntially different; and being thusi 
diametrically oppofite to each other^ 
cannot be held in the fame e(limatk>ll 
by a Being, who not only knows their 
difference, but fees thenn both in thcif 
naked forms, without any artifice er 
di%uife. Even man, imperfeft and 
guilty as he is, hath fomething deeply 
planted in his nature, that forces hina to 
admire inftances of virtue and to con- 
demn its oppofite. How much more 
then wijl He, who; is abfoluteperfeftion, 
who can never judge otherwife- than 
agreeably to moral reftitude and truth, 
abhor and deteft vice ? if God conr 
templates, as it were, with a glance, 
ihe moral good and evil of his crear 
tures, and yet makes no difcrimination 
in human aftions, a uni^erfal diforder 
muft take place, among aU inteUigcnt 
beings, which diforder would be the 

jneyitabl? 
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ttievitable confedfuence of this fuppofed 
indifference in God. 
». Our minds are too circumfcribed to 
embrace an adequate idea of the 
Supreme Being} he is fuperior to 
tvtry image which derives its origin 
from the fenfes. It is, however, certain 
riiat he is omnipotent, all-wife, and in- 
finite in every perfeftion. We have 
every p6ffible reafon to think, that 
betwixt this Being and man, there are 
other creatures, who approach nearer 
to God in fanclity, virtue, and per- 
fedtion 5 and who are far fuperior to 
man, I know, that in ftrift propriety 
of Ipeech, there cannot be an uniform 
gradation becwixt finite and infinite; 
but the diftance between God and 
feeble mortals is fo immenfe, that we • 
may fuppofe, with the higheft proba- 
bility, that, in the celeftial habitations, 
there $re beings of a much more ex*- . 
C 4 celknt 
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ccllent nature than man, whole un-? 
fderftanding is fo much limited, and 
whofe heart is fo exceedingly depraved. 
How great then is thi^ pride of man, 
which vill not admit of any thing fupc- 
rior to himfelf ! Prefuming upon hi? 
own dignity, he lays claim to a rank 
more elevated than his faculties intidc 
him to i but rcfufcs, at th(c faipc time, to 
acknowledge, that he receivfsd tl^fc (en- 
dowments from God. Will the great 
Goycrnor of the univcrfe approve of 
this behaviour in his creature; who 
dares tp harbopr in his breaft a kind of 
rebellion againft the arrangenients of 
infinite Wifdom ? Can tlje man, who is 
thus influenced by pride, ever ponde- 
<cend to thefe fubmiflions which rea-; 
ton requires 5 or be^r with an eye of 
complacency the pre-eminence of be- 
ings more noble and exalted than 
hjipfclf ? Can he, without a rnortifying 

humiliation* 
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humiliation, behold himfelf placed in 
the loweft rank of finite beings ; or 
{refign without murmuring, thofe prerov 
gatives which he vainly arrogates ? 

All other tran%rcflion§ of the lav 
of God are equally, in 0ieir own na-. 
ture, deferving of punifhment, by the 
Sovereign Judge, who dilapproves o^ 
and condemns them ; for his laws are 
an eternal and immutable ftandard 
ibr the trial of hitman a6);ions> of 
l^hich he furely is cap^blfs of makr 
ing a juft eftimate, who pcrfedUy 
^nows their value and extent. Beings, 
who live in fubordipation to his laws, 
muft Jieceflarily receiye the approba-? 
tion of him whole fai^ifql fubjefls 
they are. But fuch as pegleft thofe 
dudes which are intripfically good, 
^nd, though commanded to obey them, 
prefer an oppofite rule of behaviour, 
jp\^ infaljibly be regarded by God a$ 

rebels 
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Tcbcls to his laws, and punifhcd for dieir 
4ifobedience. Let not the delay of 
judgment infpire them with confidence. 
Men xnay lofe the remembrance of their 
own aftions ; the impreflions which the 
fenfes receive, diminifh gradually, like 
one who having fenfibly offended us to- 
iiay, juftly apprehends our refentment 5 
but after a few months are paft, forgets 
the offence, and regards it with indiffer- 
ence. But in God there is no forgcti' 
fulnefs : the faults of the firft men are 
tecorded Jn the - book of immutable 
wifdom, and" are written in a manner 
more indelible than if they were in- 
ftribed upon columns of ackmant. 
The fins of the early ages are as per- 
feftly- known to him now, as they 
were at the time they were commit- 
ted. His hatred to evil is unaltera- 
ble, as well as its confequences. An 
^dion, which had incurred his dif» 

pleafurc 
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plcafure becaufe it was evil in its own 
nature, cannot change its complexion 
by time, in the eyes of infinite WiC- 
dom. After a thoufand years, its tur- 
pitude will be the fame as at firft; 
and therefore entitled to the fame 
condemnation. But fuch is the in-» 
conliftency of the human mind, that 
we overlook the criminality of our 
own aflions, and pafs a general am* 
nefty on our former vices, when we 
can no longer praftifc them. It is 
not fo with the immortal Judge^ who 
hath before him his own laws ; fo that 
he cannot pardon at one time, what was 
obnoxious to punilhment at another. 

YoUj my daughter, will not here 
objeft, that we are not fo depraved. 
The education which you have re- 
ceived, and your own confcience, will 
not fufFer this arrogant thought to eh- 
ter iAto your mind. But our new 

philofo- 
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philofophers have carried their vanity 
fo far, as even to deny the corruption 
of the hunaan heart j or at leaft they 
do not perceive its exiftence, but in 
their enemies, or the moft notorious 
malefaftorsj in them thcydifcover the 
enormities of vice. It is a weak apo- 
logy, made by fbme for the commif- 
fion of evil, that man brings into the 
world with hinj th? fource of it, which 
is fdf-lovc— that every one mull pur-r 
fue the bent of its inclination — fubmit 
wholly to it, and make, if poffible, 
the reft of mankind fubfervient to its 
will—that it )s oftentimes difpleafed 
even with the elements, apd would 
quarrel with the fky if the wind blew, 
or the rain fell, differently from its 
wifhes. When heavy bodies, by their 
own weight, dcfcend to the earth, this 
alfo is a caufe of pain and inquietude j 
it would have them aft in repugoanci; 
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to the laws of gravitation^ In the in- 
fant, we fee the cflFefts of fdf-lovej 
it there reigns abfolute. Before he 
has been capable of feeling the influ- 
ence of example, he oppofes his feebk 
ftrength to every eonftraint : he feizes, 
with a kind of fury, whatever he dc- 
firesj he inatches from another infant 
his toys ; and invades, like an Alexan- 
der, what is not his own ; like him 
too, he triumphs over his fpoils, and it 
deaf to every remonftrance of rcafon. 

When the infent is advanced ia 
years, and reafon begins to exert its 
powers, he then perceives that the 
world is not his own, but that other 
men have the fame pretenfions and (i^ 
milar claims to thofe which he would 
appropriate to himfelf ; the conlcquencc 
of which is, at leaft in theory, a kind 
of war amongft all thofe who afpirc 
at univerfal monarchy, Hobbes not 

only 
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only perceived the truth of this theory^ 
but has plainly aflertcd that it was 
now in praftice ; though he does not 
(ay that fuch a ftate of contention is 
hwfol and reafonable. I have ob- 
fcrved thefe fentinricnts to prevail a- 
mongft the moft miferable and vileft 
of men. 1 have feen the contempt 
which they had for others; but the 
complac^cy and approbation, with 
which they have contemplated all that 
they did themfelves^ — away of think- 
kig which Boileau hath finely de- 
fcribed in his inimitable latircs ; where 
thofe haughty tyrants, who would hold 
the world in fubjcftion, are drawn in 
their genuine colours, A female phi- 
lofopher of this clafs, has been in- 
genuous enough to confefs, that if 
wilhes were able to commit murder, 
thofe who are in pofleffion of the 
things which they covet, and which 
2 they 
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Acy think would make them happy, 
would be in great danger of lofing their 
lives. Ofray, another of thefe philo-* 
fophers, has attempted to vindicate 
vice, upon xcrtain principles which 
he has formed into a fyflem ; the foun-^ 
Idation of which is, that virtue fs an ex* 
wic, planted in our hearts with fomc 
degree of violence, or, in ather words; 
by the efforts of education ; on the con- 
trary, vice may be called an indigenous 
production, which there flourifhes, as 
in a kindly foil, and favourable to its 
growth. 

A fiiperficial view of hunwn nature, 
OT of our own heart, not entirely igno- 
rant of its duties, mud convince us, 
that man, even in a civilized ftate, 
confines his love and his cfteem to 
liimfclf— that he eafily difcovers the; 
faults of other men — that he thinks 

thent 
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them inferior to himfelf-rthat dicf 
grand and principal feope of all his 
aAions^ is the fattsfadion of his own 
defiresi wha««^cr they may bej and 
that he leaves no method untried, by 
which he may gratify his vanity, or 
accompliih thofe ends> which the bru- 
tal pafiions of Barbarians purfue in a 
more open undifguifed mannen 

I have often obfcrved, not without 
a mixture of plealantry and concern^ 
the mean and defpicable jealoufy, 
which the greateft philofophers and 
moft celebrated poets have had of 
one another j and how they have en- 
deavoured to tarniih that merit in a 
rival, which threatened to equal or 
eclipfe their own. With what ran- 
cour and invedive have they attacked 
thofe who refafed them the incenfe of 
praifel What indecent railleries have 
they employed, when they would ex* 

polir 
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pofc to ridicule, (uch as were not fer- 
vile enough to think ^ they did ! Af- 
ter having fhot all their empoifoned 
arrows, againft thofe perfons whom 
they hated without a caufe, they fcru- 
pled not to fay, with an air of aflfefted 
indifference — " I was only in Iport." 

There are Ibme perfons who deny 
die corruption of human nature i yet 
thefe very men, if their pride receives 
die leaft mortification, are immedi- 
ately inflamed with refentment, and 
treat the fuppofed aggrcflbr as their 
mortal enemy. 

It is not amongfl: the champions of 
vice alone, that we are to look for 
inftances of this depravity of mankind. 
Turn your eyes, my dear child, unto 
jrourfelf J examine your own heart— 
tiiat heart, filled with fweetnefs and 
beneficence ; which hath never given 
the leaft difquietude to your parents, 
D your 
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your hufband, or your friends — that 
heart, fo compafljonate, and fufcepti- 
blc of the tendered and moft benevo- 
lent fentiments; which rejoices tD fee 
virtue recompenfed, though in a 
ftranger, whofe affliftion alfo it can 
footh and mollify. — Compare your 
thoughts and aftions with the perfcft 
and invariable laws of God> and fee 
how far you are removed from that 
perfeftion, which alone can render 
you acceptable to the Supreme Being* 
It cannot be envy which induces mc 
thus to degrade a perfon whom I love ; 
but the facred obligation of truth, im- 
pels me to place before your eyes this 
divine law, that you may the better 
judge of the imperfedtion of human 
anions. 

You have been inftrufted in your 
younger years, in the truths of the 
Chriftian faith j they made a lively 

impreflion 
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impreflion upon your mind. You al- 
fo apprehend the right which there 
is in God, of exafting from us a vo- 
luntary obedience) and you have a 
juft fertfe of the importance of eter- 
nity, in comparifon of which, thrones 
and fceptres, honours and di(lin6lions^ 
which men fo eagerly graip at, are 
but as toys. What are our amufe- 
ments which we purlue with fuch avi- 
dity ? and what are the prerogatives 
which we are fo fond of exercifing 
oVer creatures as weak and infinti as 
ourfelves ? Oilght not a being, whb is 
pbfft?fftd of an immortal foul, and 
Who, to-morVbw, may enter into eter- 
nity, for which ftate he was created 
-nought he not ta employ the 
n-efent day, with every exertion of 
3s mental powers, to rife above this 
^orld; though perhaps the grtateft 
iperiority which hisreafon can attain 
D 2 to. 
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to, will be fcarce perceptible in tfaac 
fcale of eminence and dignity, which, 
at laft, reaches to the Deity himfclf ? 
or ought he to confine his whole at- 
tention to fecular concerns, to pro- 
cure the favour of a man, whom pro- 
bably he defpifes in his heart; or to a- 
mafs wealth, which he muft foon leave 
behbd him? And yet do not thefe 
things, fo contemptible in themielves, 
occupy all our days, and employ all 
our thoughts ? 

Betwixt the prefent momentand eter- 
nity, we flatter ourfelves with a long 
interval of life; and though it is fo (hort 
that it may be compared to the twink- 
ling of an eye, yet in our imagina- 
tion it appears without end; or at 
leaft we remove that end to fo remote a 
difliance, that we conceive a greater 
relifh for prefent joys, and value them 
at too high a rate. We confider the 

prefent 
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prcfent as the only true, the only 
fure^ and important happmefs: futu- 
rity, dark and bbfcurc, hath no charms, 
no evidence fufficient to determine 
our will. 

It is this trifling eftimati?, which 
we make of eternity, that renders us 
indolent and carelefs in the great du- 
ties which we owe to God — that 
makes us ungrateful for his favours, 
deaf to his menaces, negligent of his 
fcrvice, cold in our devotions, and 
untouched with the fufferings of our 
Saviour; The value which we put 
upon prcfent enjoyments, attaches 
our afie&ions to the perifhable things 
of this life, and excites in us an odi- 
um againft thofe who would interrupt 
our purfuits, or rival us in them. 
From hence proceed the vain opi- 
nion we have of our own merit; 
the cuftom of fecredy comparing te 
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with that of other men, ajid pf c^uy 
adting unjuftly in confequence of thefif 
partial companions; an inward envy 
yt the profped of advantages whicif 
they enjoy, and of which we judgq 
them unworthy; a ridiculous appro- 
bation of our own adVions and abi|i-: 
ties; an ungovcmable paflion for 
frivolous amufements; the fh^pncfi^ 
facrifice of a great part of our timei 
in the fearch of fleeting ple^furc^ 
which make a man neither better 
nor wifer ; and a petulancy of teitiper^ 
that w\\l bear no oppofition to oyr 
dcfires which we are fo eager to gra- 
tify, and after which we afpirc with 
fuch reftlefs impatience, that tin>c 
feems to move with leaden feet. 

But 10 clofe this mortifying detail* 
We will fuppofe, that after many 
vidories gained by vice, its fuperior 
influence fliould at laft give place to 

the' 
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the repeated impreflions of divine 
truth, and its power (hould be con- 
fiderably diminiftied. — Rcfleft, then, 
upon what pafles within you, and you 
will be obliged to confefs, that even 
in this fituation, things temporal ope- 
rate upon our minds with more force 
than things eternal; and that the 
thoughts of futurity have but too 
little effect upon pur inclinations. 
We find this imperfedlion in men, 
who are yet the lead addifted to the 
praftice of vice j its influence is par- 
ticularly felt in that age, when the 
paffions are in their greaceft vigour^ 
How many criminal defires hav? 
taken full po0eflion of our hearts, in 
the courfe of a ihort lifel how many 
refolutions have we formed for the 
indulgence of the paffions, even thofe 
of the moft guilty kind, though our 
reafon has convinced us of the fliaoic 
D 4. and 
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and indignity of fuch a proceeding! 
how often have the paffions filcnced 
all the remonftrances of reafon ! how 
often have they tennpted even the 
beft of men, into the commiflion of 
the moft criminal aftions ; of which 
the Pfalmift is a memorable inftance ! 
Such as we are, however, we muft all 
appear before the tribunal of the per-* 
feft Judge! What heart will not 
tremble, when the faithful regifter of 
all our evil thoughts and aftions 
Ihall be opened before us ? What muft 
they expe6t, who, having (pent their 
beft days in the fervice of the pat 
fions, enfeebled by age, and terrified 
with the idea of approaching death, 
relinquifhed at laft their vices, and, 
like the prodigal in the gofpel, fought 
an afylum from the frightful re- 
proaches of their own confcience, in 
|ll? arm$ of paternal compafTion? 

Will 
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Will they be rejefted by the kindcft 
and moft benevolent of Beings? will 
their fincere repentance be of no 
avail ? or, if they fhould be received 
into favour, who will efface the long 
catalogues of fin from the records of 
everlafting wifdom ? 

This queftion, my dear, is very 
ancient J it has been afked by the 
fageft philofophers. Socrates, who 
confidered the ftudy of virtue, as the 
only employment which deferved the 
attention of wife men, thus propofes 
it — How can finful man make his peace 
with God? But fhall we, weak and 
fliort-fighted mortals as we are— fhall 
vre prefume to fathom the counfels of 
the Almighty? Socrates confefled 
his doubts and uncertainty ;, and that 
he was not able to comprehend the 
determination and judgment of God 
yjth refpcdl tO fins or how it will ef- 
face 
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cape the cffefts of his hatred who is 
infinitely holy, and of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity. He ftill con- 
tinued, however, to confider God as 
a merciful being -, and this mercy was 
to him a fource of confidence. — "I 
*' doubt not, fays he, but God will 
*' fend, at a time when his infinite 
** wifdom ftiall fee fit, a man inftruftcd 
«' by himfelf, who fhall reveal to the 
<* world this moft interefting of all 
"myfteries — how he will pardon 
*' fins. '' 



LET- 
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LETTER III. 

IgncraMce and /ceptici/m of the moft eultghumd 
Heathen pbilofophers^ fjoitb regartl to ths great 
principles of morality and natural religion, 
faint notions of a mediator among the ancient 
oriental nations ; hut none among the Greekt 
£md Homans, Chriftianity could he eftahlijbei 
umly by Divine power. A divine perfom fent 
into the "world for the inflru^ion of mankind, 
find the expiation of their Jtns, The grand 
doQrines of Chrijtianityy which are familiar /# 
our minds, grange and ^wonderful to thofe to 
W)hom they are entirely new* 

GI^VE thanks with me, my 
child, to the Supreme Judge, 
who, though he can neither excufe 
nor approve of any evil aftions, a- 
verts, however, frorti his guilty crea- 
tures, the punifliment which they 
have incurred. I am confident you 
underftand my meaning ; let us there- 
fore praife this holy Being, who, 
notwithftanding his diflike to fin, hath 
4 found 
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found out a way to receive the finner 
into favour, to purify him, and to ren- 
der him capable of enjoying his pre^ 
fence through endlefs ages. 

He hath himfelf revealed to us this 
myftery, fo incomprehenfible to hu-^ 
man wifdom ; and hath, in reality^ 
accompliftied thofe hopes, which So- 
crates had conceived from the good- 
pefs of God. But this fcheme, being 
fo infinitely great, hath much lur- 
paffed all the expeftations of that phi- 
lofopher. The Supreme Being hadi 
manifefted his will, by a man endow- 
ed with extraordinary gifts and abili* 
ties, [I Ihall have occafion, hereafter, 
to Ihew how little we might expeft 
from mere man, towards the reft)rma- 
tion of the world.] From what has 
happened, we may form a conclufion 
pf what would have been the probable 
f IFcft, if God had fent this cmbaffy 
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by one of the fons of men, and cn- 
trufted him with the myftery of recon- 
ciliation. The Greeks, a people 
highly civilized, whofe natural talents 
feem to have been much fuperior to 
thofe who lived in climates lefs fa- 
vourable, had, notwithftanding all 
their boafted wifdom, but an imper- 
fedt idea of the principal and mofl: 
fimple truths. The exiftence of God 
the Creator — the plaineft, and mofl: 
obvious truth, of all— was a fubjeft of, 
doubt and controverfy amongfl: their 
men of learning. With refpedt to the 
immortality of the foul, the wifeft: a- 
mongft them, it is true, entertained 
fome rays of hope 5 but all was dark 
and obfcures there were no proo6, 
nor certainty. The famous Confu- 
cius appears even to have had no idea 
of this interefting dodrine ; his philo- 
fophy is nothing but a fyfl;cm of po- 
litical 



46 BARON HALLER's LETTERS 

litical conduft. One feft of thefe philo- 
fophers, it mud be confefled, have con- 
lidered morals in a very favourable 
point of view J but another party, niore 
fincere, becaufe they fpoke from the 
feelings of their own heart, have placed 
the fovereign good in voluptuoufhefs ; 
and thofe principles, in Greece as well 
as in Rome, were adapted to the gene- 
ral tafte. 

A future life was, in the opinion 
of the virtuous Romans, and even of 
the grave Juvenal, a childifh conceit ; 
and in regard to the great point of re- 
ligion and morals, the philofophers 
thcmfelvcs were not able to inftruft 
the people in what manner they fhould 
think or aft. Men of the greateft in- 
tegrity among the Heathens, as Ci- 
cero for example, whofe fincerity ap- 
pears unimpeachable, looked upon re- 
li^n as a contrivance of the ftate, 

to 
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to which cuftom had given a kind of 
prefcriptive fanftion. The confe- 
quence of which was — that the man- 
ners of the people, both in Greece 
and Rome, after the introduftion of 
philofophy amongft them, became, 
without comparifon, more' corrupt 
than they were at a time when they had 
fcarcely emerged from barbarifm. 

If human wildom had not the power 
of convincing men of the natural dif-t 
ference betwixt good and evil, and of 
the exiftence of a Sovereign Judge— 
if thefe two points of doftrine have 
not been generally received, how 
much lefs would it have been pof- 
fible to perfuadc men, by reafon a- 
lone, of the truth of that myftery 
of which they could have no idea? 
We find, indeed, that the ancient 
oriental nations, had fome faint no- 
tions of a, mediator; which were 

probably 
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probably derived from the remote tra-» 
ditions of the fons of Noah. Thefc 
people believed in one God, eternal, 
immaterial, and infinite; their wor- 
ihip was without images and without 
temples. But ^amongft the Greeks and 
Romans, who were the fartheft rc-^ 
moved from the immediate defcend- 
ants of Noah, whofe tradition feems 
to have been the only fource of thofc 
other truths, the knowledge of which 
has been preferved, we find not the 
leaft trace of this only means of recon- 
ciling God to man j and indeed amongft 
the grcateft part of the oriental na- 
tions, whatever remains there were of 
truth, idolatry had almoft extinguilhed 
them. 

That it was not in the power of man, 
deftitute of every fuccour from above, 
to promulgate and eftablifh the doftrine 
of redemption, appears very evident, 

when 
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when we rcflcdt on the oppofition which 
Chriftianity encountered at its com- 
mencement i for we are not to confider 
thofe men, who were commiffioned to 
announce this dofh-ine, revealed at firft 
to them J as poiTeiTed of natural powers 
only 5 the apoftles were endued with ex- 
traordinary gifts, and therefore were 
above the common level of mankind : 
they had feen the Mediator who was to 
effeft this redemption; they had en- 
joyed the benefit of his converfation 5 
had always attended, and even lived 
with him. Other perfons likewiie, 
whom they had converted to the 
faith, had been eye-witneffes of the 
a6tions of Jefus, and fupported the 
narrations of the apoftles, by their 
own teftimony. The ambafladors of 
the heavenly meffenger were armed, 
if I may fo exprefs myfelfi with fu- 
pernatural powers, which evidently con- 
E firmed 
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firmed their divine commiffion. But 
yet, what refiftance did not the pride 
of man make to the preaching of 
the crofs ? What infidelity may we not 
remark in the moft judicious Roman 
writers, whenever they had occafion to 
Ipeak of Chrift ? The truth, we confefs, 
hath at lafl: made its way, and been 
viftorious. But if it had been eftablifli- 
ed by human means only — if the divi- 
nity of our Saviour had not been mani- 
fcfl:ed by charafters that could not be 
miftaken, the, Chriftian religion would 
never have been received by nations, 
where a fyftem of regular government 
prevailed. 

In order to bring this work to a 
happy termination, God hath per- 
formed more than the wifeft men 
could have required. He hath united, 
though in a manner entirely incora- 

prehenfiblc. 
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prdienfible, his divine perfc<Sfcions to 
human nature, but in a fubjcft , ablb- 
kitely free from fin. He hath an-^ 
flounced to the world the glad tidings 
of faJvation, by this extraordinaiy en- 
voy, whofe chairaftcr is beyond all 
Gomparifon. This diftinguiflied per- 
fonage came from heaven ; and whilft 
he was upon earth, deckred that he 
was fent by God himfelii with whom 
he had dwelt before the beginning of 
time, and with whom h^ was coeval*; 
He was not only the meflenger of this 
great falvationy which was to be efFe<5t- 
ed by fome propitiatory fecrifice j but 
he was himfelf to be the vi6tim flain for 
the atonement of the fins of mankind. 

There is fomcthing in this nnyftery 
fo mighty and fo profound, as to aftonilh 
the underftanding, and baffle the powers 
of reafon. A Being eternal, infinite, and 
incomprehenfible, appears to the world 
E 2 among 
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among the lowcft orders of mankind; 
and fubmits to this indignity for the be- 
nefit and advantage of fo wretched a 
creature as man> whom he inflrudts in 
all ufeful doctrines during his continu- 
ance upon earth, until he fimfhes his 
career by a cruel and ignommious 
death. 

This is the Chriftian creed. We 
imbibe it from our infancy; but the 
ideas which are thereby excited, be- 
coming familiar to us, lofe their ener- 
gy; and yet how ftrangc muft they 
have appeared to thofe to whom they 
were entirely new ! How incompre- 
henfible is this alliance of the infinite 
with the finite, of the uncreatc with the 
created, of power omnipotent with 
human pains and fufierings ! 



LET- 
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LETTER IV. 

Divine fmffion of Jefus Chrift. In Him nutrt 
united all thofe qualities nubicb be/peak tbi 
true Amhajfaior of God. We believe tbe 
exiftence of many tbings, tbe manner of nubofi 
exijtence we can neitber a/certain nor compre- 
hend. Tbis doSrine illuf rated from obferva'^ 
tions and reafomngs on tbe properties of bodies^ 
or pbyfeeal exiftence* Application of it tofpi^^ 
ritual fubjeSs. 

1 Shall not attempt to explain this 
great myftery; let the relation of 
it fuffice. At a time precifely marked 
by the ancient prophecies, there ap- 
peared a perfon endued with extraor- 
dinary powers ; he communicated to 
men, a doftrme, which he declared he 
had received from God ; and taught 
them what were the means which 
God, in his infinite wifdom, had 
adopted, to expiate their ti-anfgref- 
E 3 fions. 
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fions. This divine pcrfon performed 
all the conditions to which this par- 
don was annexed} and, taking upoa 
himfclf the fins of the worldj^ fhed 
forth his blood, in order to efiace 
them. If it be true, that this meffen- 
ger or envoy of God hath a<5hially 
appeared in the world — if it be truC;^ 
that his words have been faithfully 
preferved — if it be true, that he bath 
confirmed his heavenly miffion by an 
infinite number of miracles, and that 
his doftrine excelled, both in wifdom 
and purity, all that the united efforts 
of men have ever been able to dif- 
cover— if the fandtity of his life cor- 
refponded with the precepts he had 
delivered j and laflily, if this eminent 
perfon hath been equally incapable of 
deceiving and being deceived, equally 
exempt from error and fallhood, we 
may then anfwer this grand queflion, 
3 How 
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How can man make bis peace with 
God? how can guilty mortals wait 
with confidence the Jentence of the 
Sovereign Judge? — Nothing now re- 
mains, but the proof of his appear- 
ance. I fliall therefore endeavour to 
enquire, what are the diftinguilhing 
marks Mrhich ought to charaderife a 
meflenger fent from God; and to 
Ihew that they all met in the perfbn 
of Jefus of Nazareth: for in him 
were united all thofe qualities which 
fhould announce the true ambatflador of 
God ; whence we muft conclude, that 
all his words are true. It would be no 
proof of good fenfe, to qucftion the ve- 
racity of fuch a perfon. What man is 
there who hath at all reflefted on the 
narrow limits of the human undcr- 
derflanding, and hath in the leaft 
itudied nature, but hath had occafion 
to remark that we are affured, from 
E 4 experi- 
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experience, of the exiftence of a great 
number of fefts, which are contrary to 
our fpeculations ? We have only to 
Confider the doubtful principles upon 
which we pretend to decide on the cre- 
dibility of things, to be convinced how 
invalid thofe objefUons are, againil the 
external chara6teriftics and teftimonies 
of truth, which are fiimilhed from thofe 
feeble lights that direft our ordinary 
refearchcs. In material objects, we arc 
daily obliged to confcfs, that what ap- 
peared to us as contradiftory, is how- 
ever true, and that of neceffity ; with 
how much more reafon then may we 
apply this obfervatfon to things which 
are fpiritual. It is from experience, 
or from the conformity of a great num- 
ber of events, that we ordinarily de- 
duce the meafure of poflibility, or the 
rules by which our judgment is form- 
ed; thefe are confined within certain 

liniitationsi 
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Kmitations, beyond which we arc unable 
to penetrate. Who can comprehend, 
for example, a Being, who hath exifted 
from all eternity, and who is without 
beginning ? Yet the enemies of reve- 
lation confefs the neceffity of fuch 
a Being} demonftrativc evidence for- 
ces from them this confeffion ; and 
does not this confeffion contain an 
acknowledgment, that a thing really 
exifts, which however is above all 
our conceptions ? And are not the di- 
vifibility of bodies, and their motions, 
amongft thofe things which are incom- 
prehenfible ? The laft is proved by the^ 
evidence of the fenfes j but yet the un- 
derftanding forms no clear idea of it; 
the firft is admitted from the proofs of 
reafon, though it has all the appearance 
of impoffibility. Thisinftance hath been 
often propofed; it is nof the lefs true, 
becaufc of its application to our fub- 

jea. 
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jeft. An African hath never had an op- 
portunity of feeing that water was ca- 
pable of folidity, and of cutting like a 
piece of metal j an European hath never 
feen that mercury could be fixed, and 
become like folid filven When, there- 
fore, the African concludes, from an 
infinite number of experiments, the re- 
fult of which is always the fame, that 
water will never lofe its fluidity i and 
when an European makes a fimilar 
conclufion relative to mercury, from 
the fame principle, it is manifeft, that 
they both form erroneous deduf^ions, 
by reafoning from the conftant rules of 
experience. 

And where are we to look for the 
caufe of thefe errors? A variety of 
fe&s and occurrences pafs in review 
before us; from particular cafes we are 
too apt to draw a general inference, and 
conclude, that they muft all refemble 

one 
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one another! thou^ perhaps there are 
many of them which we have not 
ieen. 

If then we are liable to error, in 
regard to the properties of bodies^ 
which, notwithftandipg, are fubjeft 
to the examination of the fenfes, and 
if experience oftentinies obliges us to 
retra6t the judgment which we had 
formed; how much more cautious 
ought we to be, in pronouncing our 
opinions on the properties of Ipiritj 
or in prefuming to determine on the 
impoflibility of a thing, becaufe we 
have not proved it, and are not able 
to comprehend its eflcnce or man- 
ner! 



All that we would pretend to infer 
from thefe refleftions is, that the diffi- 
culties which prefent themfclves, in 
every kind of truths, though we may 
not be in a condition to form an 

abfolutc 
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abfolute determination upon thcnt, 
Ihould not prevent us from giving 
them our affent, when once they 
are fufficiently proved. How little 
reafon then have we to be fur- 
prifed, if we meet with difficulties in 
conceiving the manner of the union 
betwixt God and man; fincc we have 
certain proofs, that our Saviour, who 
was incapable of faUhood, hath re-, 
prefented himfclf as partaking of the 
Divine Nature ? 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 

Ittttmal ividenci of the Cbrifiiau Religion necef- 
/ary, though not alone fufficient for its ccnfir* 
mation, Digrejfton to Dr. Boerhaave. Hum" 
hie birth and education of Jefus Chnfi» The 
wiJUom and purity of his moral precepts. Sh» 
perior excellence of the morality of the gofpel t$ 
that of the luiftft and mofi 'virtuous heathens, 
illufiratedfrom the precepts concerning forgive- 
nefs of injuries and mental purity or chaftity, 
A defcription of the miferies flowing from un^ 
lawful love. To direS the views of mankind 
to eternity t the great ohje^ of the do&rines 
Mhd precepts of Jefus Chrijl. The fincerity 
nuith nuhich our Saviour •warned his dif 
ciples of the fufferings which awaited him 
and themfelves alfo, a proof that he aSed not 
on human principles. A mejfenger from God 
an uncommon phenomenon. The proofs of his 
miffisn muft he more convincing than thofe with 
which we are contented in the common occurrences 
of life. _ 

THE excellency and purity of 
the dodlrine of Chrift, are not 
alone fufficient to prove his divinity, 

or * 
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or the intimate union of die Divine 
with the human nature. But if the 
doftrines of Chriftianity were unwor- 
thy of God; this circumftance alone 
would fufficiently evince that God was 
not their author. However excel- 
lent any doftrine may be, its excel- 
lence alone will not be a convincing 
proof that the teacher is divinely in- 
Ipired, or that the Divinity dwells 
within him. It is however a necefla- 
ry preliminary towards the eftablilh- 
ment of this truth. We (hould never 
regard a man as a teacher fent from 
God, if his doftrine be not holy, and 
conformable to the pcrfeftions of him, 
from whom he fays it proceeds. In 
return, it will give a more favourable 
idea of him who teaches it; it will 
fhine with no borrowed fplendor, and 
will furnifh more ample inftrudlions 
than ever were communicated by a 
mortal man. 

Fifty 
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Fifty years have almoft riapftd, 
lince I was the difciple of the immor- 
tal Boerhaave j but his image is con- 
tinually prefent to my mind. I have 
always before my eyes the venerable 
fimplicity of that great man, who 
poflefled, in an eminent degree, the 
talent of perfuading. How many 
times hath he faid, when fpeaking of 
the precepts of our Saviour — that this 
divine teacher knew mankind better than 
Socrates ! 

But what was Jefus in himfelf, 
when we abftra6t from his perfon 
every thing that was fupernatural? He 
was the fon of a mechanic, who wa^ 
the parent of fifhermen of no rank 
in the world. He had no mafter to 
inftruft him ; he had read nothing but 
the writlings of Mofes and the prophets, 
and had received no leflbns from a So- 
crates, a PlatQ, a Confucius : yet what 

was 
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was the dodrine taught by tMs fon of 
a common mechanic — this man, whofe 
relations were all of them men of ob- 
icure birth, unimproved by education, 
and unimbued with fcience? That the 
fimple defire of committing a crime, 
is itfclf a fin ; a truth, which though 
confidered in the prefent time as in- 
conteftable, and as the neceflary refult 
of a right conception of the nature of 
the human mind, was neverthelels, a 
dodtrine entirely new, when taught by 
Chrift. The Jews, it is true, regarded, 
as unlawful, many things which were 
confidered as feults by the wifefl hea- 
thens \ though their nodons of their 
criminality, did not refl upon juft foun- 
dations. Thofe things only, in their 
apprehenfion, were morally evil, which 
were prohibited by the law, or which 
were repugnant to the happinels of fo- 
ciety. But they condemned only the 

aftion 
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a6Hon idelfs that alone they thought 
worthy of punilhment— a difl:in£tion 
not only abfurd, but in fome mea- 
furc a felf-contradiftion. When im- 
pure ideas have once invaded the ima- 
gination, the pradtice is not far be- 
hind^ and fhould they fail to ripen into 
execution^ it is only from the oppo- 
fition of fome external obftacle ; for 
when the thoughts, which are the foun- 
t^ns of morality, are once vitiated, 
no internal refources, no checks from 
principle are left to prevent their influ- 
ence on our a£tions. 

No dilhonourable ideas will ever 
be formed in the pure foul of a vir- 
tuous woman; but if they fhould ob- 
trude themfelves on the mind, * and 
there meet with a favourable recep- 
. don, fhe will foon be diiarmed of her 
modefly, and fall an eafy prey to the 
firft temptation. It did not cfcape 
F the 
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the obfervadon of oitf Saviour, Aat 
the early rcjcaion of any evil though 
was the bcft defence againft vice 
Every moment of rime that is fpent 
in mediurions on fin, incrcafes the 
power of the dangerous otgeA which 
has poflfeflcd our imaginadon. The 
illuftrious Boeriiaavehas often admired 
this fentence of our Saviour: WbofoewT 
hokeib M a VMrnm to htfi ^er ber^ b^ii 
cmmmUed adtdiery abrtaij with bit m bis 
biori. This maxim was in reality in- 
cluded in the ancient law againfl: adul* 
tery. But mankind, dm>ugh the blindl* 
nefs of their paflions, could not dilccm 
ic By this (hort precept, Chrift hadi 
preforibed in the moft efficacious man- 
ner, the means of preieiving us from 
fin. The fiift attacks of vice arc gene- 
rally feeblci rcafon has then finne power 
over die mind; if dien, at the vciy 
nnanent that fuch diou^ts occur to 

us 
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us^as have a tendency to withdraw us 
frdm our duty^ we {hall with all dili- 
g€i)c^ fqppreis theaij aod employ our 
attention on other things, we may 
avoid. the approaching danger, and fave 
ouri^yes from the dominion of vice. 
But a little encouragement will be fuf- 
ficieot to give them fuch an afcendency, 
tliat all fubfequent refiftance will be 
vain. 

This law> which fubjet5beven our 
thoughts to the divine tribunal, is the 
only means of fecurity in focial life. 
Human juftice hath no power over the 
paflions and the defires of die heart; 
and the legiflator muft always fubmit 
to behold his fyftem imperfed. It 
will never banifli crimes, though it may 
pui^ ainunals. It is not poffible, but 
diata mind, daily occupied in revolv- 
ing die ieduSive objeds of volup- 
tttoulheis, will rufb into enjgymept as 
F 2 foon 
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foon as it perceives an opportumty of 
procuring that (atisfa£tion» the fimpk 
idea of which has afibrded him ib mudi 
pieafure. When we (peak of die en- 
joyments of fenfe, we include all the 
vices without diftindtion. The tribu- 
nals of human juftice combat them 
only with terror, in cafes where Aef 
are made manifeft by dieir ttk&s. h 
it not eafy for a man blinded by his 
paflions, to periuade him&li^ that he 
can conceal his faults from the eyes 
of hb fellow creatures? It is not 
difficult for him, when his defires 
have obtained the fovev^gnty, to 
banifh from his mind every idea dut 
can oppofe them. Will not the diou^its 
of future punifliment be weak and in- 
effedhial, when prefent pleafure ibUdts 
his fenfe? But the doftrinc of Chrift 
does not content itfelf with cutdng off 
die young (hoots of diefc venomous 

plants; 
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plants; It deftroys them in the bud, as 
the only means of preventing their 
growth. We mull have God always 
before us; and the fear of this tremen- 
dous Judge muft be the prevailing fen- 
timent of our lives, if we would arm 
ourfelves agsunft the vicious fuggeftions 
of our own minds: it is the fear of God 
alone which can fhut our ears againft 
the voice of thofe enchanting Syrens; 
this will not fuffer any impure ideas 
to defile our ima^ation; this will 
refcue us from the danger of falling 
into the lail llage of a vice, the begin- 
nings of whieh filled our uncorrupted 
imnds with horror. That the man who 
confiders fin as the greateft of all evils, 
and indeed as the only evil, ihould at 
once abandon himfelf to its utmoftex- 
cefles, is indeed impolfible : nor is it 
unlikely that a man who guards againft 
Ac firft attacks of vice, will be able to 
F 3 elude 
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elude its ix)wer.--But be who begiiit 
to fell, has no power to ftop his pro- 
grefs ; every moment increafes his rs* 
pidity, tin at laft he plunge to the 
very bottom of the preajrice. 

It was a fetal error which prevailed 
amongft the Jews as weH as Pzgmi 
that we could make fetisfeifHon to 
God for fins, and procure his ktndnefc 
by oblations and prefents ofiered in 
the temples confecrated to his wor- 
fliip, and by a fcrupulous obfertanbe 
of the ceremonial rites prefcribed in 
the law: for thefe fiirely could not 
improve the man, or fanftify his heart 
Nothing contributed more than thb 
perfuafion, to lull into a felfe fecuntf 
the guilty nrrind, and to banifli from it 
all fear of the Almighty— that fcar 
which is the beginning of wifcioni. If 
a king, by die facrifice of his fon, ockH 
deliver himfelf from extreme dafigcr, 

wc 
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we fhould fee him armed with a poig- 
nafd againft the perfon of one, that is 
notwithftanding dear to him, and ea- 
gerly ipiUingthat hlood, the effufion 
of which is demanded by the fupreme 
law of felf-prefcrvation. If the build- 
ing of a facred edifice could expiate 
treaibns and murders, how litde would 
they aflfea the impious hearts of thofe 
who could defray this expence ? If a 
rich (inner, by paying double tythes 
out of his hu-ge revenues, could ren* 
dcr himfelf acceptable to God, would 
he not have the means in his own 
hands of tran%refling at pleafure, and 
with impunity? The expenditure of 
wealth would not be to them fo great 
a &crifice, as to part with a favourite 
vice, which has been the fource of 
frequent pleafure. How much more 
agreeable, then, will that religion be, 
which afibrds the means of graoe^ by 
F 4 the 
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the obiervance of certain formalities or 
exterior rites; and obliges not its vota- 
ries at the fame time, to fubdue their 
criminal appedtes, in which they may 
indulge without depriving themfelves 
of the favour of their judge, whofe 
pardon for paft &ults they can pur- 
chafe at fo eafy a rate ! Byapufchafei 
I mean all thofe oytward forms to 
which a (inner has recourfo, in cnder 
to make his God propitious, without 
correfting his vioes, or reforaung his 
liic* The pain to which die fima- 
tic Indian fiibmits, when cndofai 
in a \*et}d ftuck widi Ihaip points-' 
pkius legacies, abftinence fiom cer- 
tain nvatis a puticuUr kind of dicfi» 
aikI other tom^jQities of a Ukc kindi 
anr nvxm xrxy ixficadous for fii- 
tvsiyii>g: the jufticie of an holy ani 
»^*i«i«^ j^>^* If '■^ read d* 
*^^ wi:i tbe iaaiksft wendoib ^ 

miy 
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may obfcrvc, that there is no error 
which is there attacked in more fevere 
terms^ than the fatal fecurity into 
which a vicious people are betrayed, by 
wicked and artful priefts. Chrift, the 
author and obje£t of our faith, clearly 
forefaw the baneful effefts of this lb* 
poriferous poifon, and how ineffedtuai 
it would render that religion which h^ 
had brought from heaven. Nothing 
is more flattering to men, than the 
hopes of falvation, which is built on no 
facrifice of th^ir fayourite inclinadons. 
The wife and animating precepts of our 
divine legiflator, have been fcarcely 
fufficient to prevent Chriftian^ from 
falling into this dangerous delufioiif 

It is not my 4efign to lay before you 
9, detail of the morality of the golpcl. 
This tafk has been performed by others, 
who are more vcrled in it than myfelf. 
I would only in this plac^ take notice of 

the 



74 BAROiY haller's letters 

the fbrgivencfs of injuries, a virtue 
abnoft unknown to the Jews; and 
though it was highly extolled by fbmc 
of the wifcft heathens, yet their prac- 
tice by no means corrcfponded with 
the precept. And here it may not be 
improper to obferve, that we often 
judge of the aftions of Elias, of David, 
and of other holy men, by the laws 
of Chrift. The forgivenefe of injuries 
is the charafteriftic of a great mind; 
we are not unacquainted with it in 
theory; and we have feen examples 
of it •upon the ftage, which we have 
confidered as the natural efFeft of vir- 
tuous principles, imbibed in the heart, 
though unregenerated. But in ancient 
times, this maxim, fo eflcntial to a 
pure morality, was altogether un- 
known,. This is evident from all the 
moft ancient poets and hiftorians. 
Are not all the gods and heroes of 
* Homer 
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Homer impfaciable ?— The kindnefi 
of David to Saul, his mortal enemy, 
is the only inftance to be met with of 
this virtuous temper. We find no 
other exani|>le of diis divine principle, 
in diole rude 'times of violence «nd 
anarchy. 

I cannot quit this llibjeft, widiout 
remarking fome other exccllcwcies of 
the morality ofChrift— a morality lb 
fuperior to the prejudices of the vul-t 
gar. Ancient nations in general, idored 
as gods fuch c^ had formerly beenment 
and Kved amongft themj they fop- 
pdfed aMb that their erifcmies had the 
fame kind of local dekies. Even the 
j€ws, to whom God had revealed 
t^mfelf in all his majefly and terror, 
iufiereid an idea fo contrary to his in- 
finite ptfrfcftion, to enter into their 
grofs minds, ^e temple-~JTbe temple^ 
Was a Tacred €Wpreffion amohgft them s 

and 
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and demonftrated the vain prejucfice 
which prevailed throughout their whole 
nation — that God was only their God. 
It was this miilaken opinion^ which in« 
duccd them to rcjcft a falvation that 
was intended for all mankind; their 
pride would not permit them to par- 
take of it with others. But Je{us> 
though bom amongft them^ thou^ a 
Jew by bir^h, clearly proved by his 
own condud, that all thefe natural 
animofities — all thofe extraordinary 
privileges clamed by. one fe6t over 
another^ were deflitute of every rea- 
ibnable fbundadon. He refiifed not 
to converfe|with a woman of Samaria i 
a nation defpiled at Jerufalem. He 
made a difcovery of himfelf to her, in 
more expre& terms than he had done 
.to any one before ; he eat, and con^ 
tinued for fome time, with this wo- 
man, whom his countrymen treated 

with 
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with contempt. He inculcated a^o 
in a parable, the principle of univcr- 
fal charity ; by preferring the Sama» 
ritan, who had exercifed it, to the 
Jewifli prieft, who had neglected this 
very important duty. He hath ex- 
cluded from falvation, all thofe who 
profefs his doftrine, but content 
diemielves with a bare profeflion. 
He has openly declared, that thofc 
who regarded themfelves as true be- 
lievers, and as being the defendants 
of Abraham, fhould neverthelefs fuf- 
fer a greater condemnation than was 
referved for Tyre and, for Sidon. 
Notwithftanding the advantages and 
prerogatives which were peculiar to the 
Jews from their birth, and from the 
writings of the prophets, yet the Sa- 
viour of the world exprefsly cautioned 
them againft placing a greater confi- 
dence in thofe confiderations^ than in 

the 
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the purity of their religiocu He warn« 
ed. them againft expeding the ap« 
probation of God, becaufe they had 
rigoroufly ohferved all the rites of the 
ceremonial law. It was not &pm 
men that our Saviour had learned a 
morality ib pure and holy $ for fuch is 
its repugnance to all the diftates of 
their corrupt hearts, that even tQ thisi 
dayi there are many among the djf-; 
Ciples of Chrift, who prefume to call 
th^mfelves the eleA of Gpdji and to 
condemn all others who are not of 
their feft or perfiiafion* 

There is yet another fe^re which 
marks the excellency of. the Chrifli^ 
do^np } and th^t is, the purity 
wluch it requires in wh^t is called 
one natural defires ; but which are 
ofiscntinacs too impetuous to be re-* 
toained by the laws of religion^ I 
here mean the paflion which unites 

the 
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the fexes — a paflion which exerdies 
dominion over the mdl generous and 
tender hearts. The philofophers bod\ 
of Greece and China, have confidered 
this propenfity as neceflarily refulting 
£rom the frame and conftitution of 
man ; they have therefore treated it 
with much lenity and indulgence; 
though the abufe of it is not kfs 
common, nor lefs pernicious, than 
either pride or avarice, which two 
paffions they have attacked with the 
mofl: powerful arguments, and painted 
in the blacked colours. Even the 
wife Socrates could pardon, in ibme 
meafure, thefe deviations from virtue, 
under the notion that they were the 
efiefts of a brutal inftindt, to which 
even the beft men were fubjeft. It 
does not appear, that the philofo* 
phers . thought there was any thing 
difgraceful in this vicei they rather 

confidered 
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confidered it as a very venial &ult in 
youth. Men of virtue in Greece, in 
Rome, and in China, even the two 
Antonini, have not blamed this pro* 
mifcuous commerce of the fexes in 
others, and have even indulged it in 
themfelves. ^ 

As I am writing to one of the fe- 
male fex, I am fenlible that I ou^C 
to treat this fubjeft with the greateft 
delicacy; it b that confideradon 
which prevents me from reprefcnting 
this vice in its genuine colours; I 
muft therefore confine myfelf to fuch 
a defcription of it as may not give any 
ofience to modefly. Unlawful love 
enfeebles all the powers of the foul, 
diverts it from every thing that is fc- 
rious, and gives it a diftafle both of 
moral duty, and of whatever requires a 
certain degree of labour. It is at- 
tended with a long train <^embarrafl^ 

mencsj 
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inentsi troublesi and misfortunes t it 
dcftroys the harmony and niutual con- 
fidence on which the happinefs of the 
marriage ftate depends: it involves 
its unhappy votaries in tinneceffary ex- 
pences, and engages them in habits 
hurtful to fociety: it (huts our cyesf 
againft the prolpeft of eternity — awful 
in its own nature, but rendered more 
dreadful by the confcioufnefs of a 
wicked courfeof life — and more clofe- 
ly rivets our affedtions to the thmgs 
of this world, which, after death, can- 
not accompany us. Jefus was bora 
amongft a people, where polygamy 
was allowed i where the unlawful 
commerce of the fexes was counte- 
nanced, and where divorces were 
common : and fo compkifant were 
the interpreters of the law at that 
time, that the moft trifling caufes 
were fufficicnt to procure a feparation; 
G The 
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The Son of a carpenter made hb ap* 
pearance amongft the Jews, at a pe^* 
riod when they were thus mifled by 
their teachers. He preached to them 
the neceflity of a more regular life; 
and of a purity of manners at that 
time unknown. But this precept of 
the golpel is familiar to modem times^ 
honourable mention is made of it in 
all our treatifes of rtioralityj it is* 
even introduced into our dramatict 
Writings; and, in our commerce with 
the world, it is confidered, as it weit^ 
a common or ordinary duty. But when 
Jfeftis entered upon his divine commif« 
lion, he was die only teachet who 
recommended chaftity to mcn^ who 
required of them conjugal fidelity^ 
who reprobated the oppofite vices, 
and condemned all impurity both in 
their dcfires and in dicir thou^ts. 
prom whence dicn came this law of 

chaftity 
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chaftky juld tempcraiKe, which nb 
man before had dioisght of impoOog 
on the world as a duty? It came not 
from mani it liad not its iburce in 
the hearts in which thofe verjr paflkun 
that it condemnedi had taken root: 
but we muft bdk vp to him^ as the 
author of it, who was inftrufted bjr 
God; who commanded his diicq)Ies to 
be perfed, as our Father which is in 
beaven is perfeft. 

All the benefits of the doftrine of 
Chrift ieem to concenter in this one 
pGint — diat eternity is die grand d> 
je& we flioidd have in view— »confe* 
^^uendy, Aot the main bufinefs of our 
4ives> Ihould be to piepare for it; and 
tl»t we fliould efteem the iivour of 
<jod, as the only true good. Thefe 
i^as did not originate in the heart of 
fnan; no Socrates had perceived 
them; they were unknown to the 
G 2 Jews, 
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Jews, notwithftanding the bright Lu- 
minary deftined to enlightcrt the world, 
was firft to Ihine upon them. 

Agreeably to this fundamental 
rule, our Saviour condemns in his 
followers, that care and folicitude 
which are fo inceffantly occupied 
in the affairs of this world. He 
requires, that we (hould iacrifice 
all that is dear to us, rather than 
fubmit to the pollutions of fin. He 
warns us, that the way of life is 
narrow and difficult; and that we 
cannot, without tribulation, enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. He has 
cautioned us to dread the indigna* 
tion of die Deity, as the only evil which 
ought to alarm us. The wifeft philo- 
fophers amongft the headiens knew 
butlitde of a life to come; they ne- 
ver fpake of it but in very doubtr 
ful and ambiguous terms. Their 

leflbns^ 
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t^iTonS} therefore^ had not> upon the 
heart, that authority which tlone 
qan fubdue the will, and which, in 
our Sa.viour, was a manifeftationof his 
divine origin. The firm perfuafion 
of a future life, of the being rf a 
jufl Qod, who will reward or punifh 
i]nen according to their works, is the 
very foul and eiftnce pf the Chxif-^ 
dan religion. 

. I place, likewife, amongft thof^ 
things which Jefus Chrift could not 
have derived from human wifdom, 
die fincerity with which he informed 
his difciples of the fufFeririgs that ^- 
waited him, and of thofe which they 
alfo would partake of on earth. He 
omitted no opportunity to remove 
from their minds, all thofe temporal 
hopes with ihcir national prgudices 
had led them to encourage; that the 
kingdom of the Mcffiah wouki be of 

G3 
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this worlds and that fa^ would appesr 
in all the picador of a mi^ty mo- 
narch. That our Saviour^s defigo^ 
was to eftablifh a ipirit|jal monaFchyi 
and that all his actions corre^Ofided 
with that defign^ is anothier teftimonjr 
in favour of the Meffiah. The arriid 
Mahomet took great care to infbmf 
iholk, whom he was defirous to ^tfo^ 
ciate with himfel^ for condu£ling th^ 
grand fcheme which he had formed, 
that certain evils would await tl^m, 
and that certain dangers xnuft be 
dourted. He endeavoyred t€> infofe 
into them a fpirit of heroifm ; other- 
wife they might have been dilgufted 
with their fituation, and he might 
have been deprivecj of their fopport. 
The difciples of our Savjour were 
men like ourfelves j not the heroes of 
a ftage, in whom the contempt of 
death is no extraordinary virtue. 

They 
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They feared for their great Ijsaders 
fhi^ would have perfuaded him to 
preferve his life ; they were not with- 
out appreheofions for themfejves, and 
fought their fafety by flight, when 
they perceived danger approaching; 
they foribok their mafter, for whom 
(hey had the greateft afiedionj and of 
whom they had entertained the m6&. 
exalted notions, Thefe were the men 
to whom Jefiis announced^ that they 
were to fuffer and to die for him. He 
made this declaratioii to perfbns full 
of the idea of a vidtorious Meffiah j 
who had promifed themfelves a par- 
ticipation of his future grandeur ; and 
who alpircd after the firfl: honours in 
die new kingdom^ which they expedled 
to fee eftabliftied \n Sion— erroneous 
opinions, but fufiigippdy chafafteriftic 
of the propenfides of human nature. 
This proceeding, fo fingular in its 
Q ^ kinds 
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kind 5 the fincerity with which he iiir 
formed his followers of the deftkif 
which awaited them, evidently pro^e 
that Jefus aded not after the manner 
pf men, nor like the chief of a party, 
who procure to themfelves pardzans 
by the promifc of rewards: it was 
not his defign to gain difciples by die 
alluring offers of temporal advan- 
tages« 

This unexampled candour and inte- 
grity, muft naturally fix our attention 
upon the perfon by whom they were 
difplayed. They difcover a more 
than human virtue, not to be paral- 
lelled in the hiftory of all ages. A 
meflenger from God is not a common 
phenpmepon. Such an event de- 
mands our moft ferious examination : 
a faft of this nature cannot but be at- 
tended with important confequenccs^ 
^e proofs of its divinity muft be 

more 
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IBore convincing than thofe with 
^hich we are contented in the more 
ordinary occurrences of life. 

We have already remarked, that 
the do6trine of Ghrift was a great tef- 
tinnony in his favour; and that his 
wifdom was much fuperior to that 
which fimple nature was capable of 
attaining. But I would Ipeak more 
particularly to the pcrfon of thi^ 
feacher, whofe dodlrine merits {q 
great admiration. He united in him- 
felf all thpfe excellencies which fhould 
f:hara6terife an heavenly meflenger, 
and fi^ch . as we may expeft in one 
fent from God, and inftnifted by 
him in the trudis which he was to 
promulgate. But in a matter of this 
confequence, we fhould not be too 
hafly in our opinion. We iliould 
firft confider, whether the defign ap- 
Dears to be worthy of God, and 

whether 
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whether the inftrumcnt employed 
was anfwcrable to the execution of 
it; we Ihould therefore examine his 
principal a&ions, the events of his 
life> the credentials of his divine com" 
million^ and whether he was ac- 
tually fent from heaven into this 
Jowcr world. 



LET- 



LETTER VI. 

9'hi cpmmiHcemtnt of Cbrtfttanity, By n^but 
mans fi pure a nligipn tvaf eftahlijhed in Jo 
torruft a nvwld. The cau/es that contributed 
to the rapidity of its progrefs, The proofs 
fwhich Cbrift hath gi'ven of his divine tnijjion. 
fiife and charaSer of Jefus Chrifi. 

THAT we may throw tire greater 
light upon this fubjeft, it will 
jbe ufeful to look back to the com- 
mencement of Chriftianity ; and exa- 
mine by what means .its author was 
able to eilablifh a religion fo little 
calculated to pleafe the world in its 
aftual ftate of depravity,^ We may at 
the fame time extend oijr enquiries, 
by cpnfidering what were the caufes 
y^hich jsontributed to the rapidity 
pf its progrefs; and what were the 
c^oofs which Chrift hath given of his 

divine 
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divine miflion. It is well known, 
that in the time of Conftantine the 
Great, Chriftianity was fo widely 
^rcad, that a council was affemblcd 
at Nice, compofed of feyeral bifhops, 
that is, of thofe who had the care of 
tlie churches then ercfted in the prin- 
cipal cities of the ennpire. After 
that period, we find all thofe exten- 
five provinces from the country of the 
Parthians as far as Bretagne, filled 
with Chriftians. The churches who 
confeffed the name of Jcfus, encreafed 
to this aftonifliing degree, at a time 
when very fevere edifts had been pubr 
lifhed againfl them, and when they 
groaned under the weight of divers 
perfecutions. A fhort time before, 
the artful Dioclefian, who had for an 
aflbciate in the empire, the father 
of the fame Conftantine whom we 
have juft mentioned, had determined 

to 
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to cut ofF by fire or the fword, all 
thofe who profeffed the Chriftian 
faith; and fo highly did he appJaud 
himfelf on account of his great fuc- 
cefs, that in order to preferve the me- 
mory of this bloody tranfadtion, he 
caufed an infcription to bp engraven 
in marble, which implied — I'hat he 
bad deftroyed the very name of Chri/^ 
tian. 

If we examine into a more remote 
period, towards the beginning of the 
fecond century, about 70 years after 
the death of our Saviour, we (hall 
find, that the Chriftians were fo nu- 
merous, diat the eloquent Pliny, a 
Pagan, and proconful of Bythmia, 
complained, that in his province 
the altars were abandoned, and the 
worlhip of the gods neglefted. Fur* 
ther back, even about 2^ years 
after the death of Chrift, the Chrif* 

tiaa 



94 BARON itALLER & L£TT£RS 

tian religion was fb Well known^ that 
it excited the jealoufy as well of the 
P^gsais as of the Jews; they called 
it a fed odious to the whole woriA 
The Pagans held it in abhorrence^ 
becauie of its tendency to aboUfh 
die worftiip of the gods which they 
adored. The enmity of the Jews was 
not foftened by the confideration diat 
they fprung from amongft themfelves* 
The cruel Nero laid to their charge 
the bdrning of Rome; a crime whicb 
he had himfelf committed, from aa 
extravagant vanity, of which it is im- 
poflible to aflTign any ground. Not 
long after his death, they formed a 
numerous fociety; and even in tfaole 
early dmes, there were churches 
ibunded at Babylon, in Afia Minor> 
in Paleftine, in Greece, in Italy, in 
Rome, and in almoft all the provinces 
of the empire. It would be deftroy- 
2 ing 
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ing all hiftorical faith, and intro« 
ducing an abfolute pyrrhonifm, not 
CO infer from the writings of St. Paul, 
that under the emperors Nero and 
Claudius, there were a confidcrable 
number of churches in the principal 
cities, which were under die Roman 
government; that bifhops (now call- 
ed prrefls) and deacons, diftinguiflied 
for their fidelity, prefidcd over thefe 
churches; that they alfembled for the 
public worihip of Almighty God, and 
for celebrating the communion, by 
breaking of bread, according to the 
precept of our Lord, as a memorial 
of his deaths that they read the fcrip^ 
tures, and e^lamed all the articles of 
the Chriftian faith. And to come 
nearer to that great epoch, the 
death of our Saviour, we find, that 
not long after this event, there was 
a church eftablifhed at Jerufakns, 

at 
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at Antioch, and in the neighbouring 
towns* Thefe firft churches iiverc 
founded by the Apoftles themfelvesi 
whole painful talk it was to preach 
the go{pel in all places whitherfo^ 
ever they went. The ordinary fer- 
vices of the church, they entrufted to 
faithful minifters chofen for that pur- 
pofe. We find alfo, that in an aflem^ 
bly of the principal difciples of our 
Saviour, held at Jerufalem, the grand 
queflion was difputed, whether the 
Gentiles were to be fubje£k to the 
ceremonial law of Mofcs. Were we 
to trace the Chriflian doftrine to its 
origin, we fhould fee that its pro- 
mulgation and eftablilhment were 
entrufted to the twelve difciples of 
Chrift — men defUtute of every thing 
which could attraft public regard oi' 
confiderationj fuch as birth, know-* 
ledge, or reputjition: yet thefe were 

th4^ 
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the perfons who publiflied abroad 
the death — rthe ignominious death of 
their matter. They accompanied him 
in all his labours and peregrinations; 
they were the auditors of his inftruc- 
tive leffonsi and being furnilhed with 
wifdom which he had communicated 
to them, they became themfelves the 
teachers of mankind. 

Having thus afcended by an hifto- 
rical gradation, I come now to Jefus 
himfelfi the author of the Chriftian 
religion; who fprung from the royal 
houfe of David, and who devoted his 
whole life to the great work for 
which he was fent into the world. 
He taught like one inftrufted by God. 
As another proof of his divine origin, 
he lived without any of thofe faults 
and infirmities, to which men are 
fubjeft. No one could impeach the 
reftitude of his conduft. His life 
H was 
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was an • uninterrupted feries of iii* 
ilruftion and example, both equally 
wife and holy. His enemi^> exaipe^ 
rated at the fuccefs of his dodtrine^ 
exerted their utmoft efforts to flop 
its progrefsj and depreciate the efti« 
madon in whidi he was held. But 
neither the Celfufesy the Porphyries^ 
the Julians J nor the Jews of paft or 
modern times> have dared to attack 
the purity of his morals. Tlic doubts, 
therefore, of die free-thinkers, <vhe- 
ther the virtues afcribed to Jefus were 
abfolutely without btemtfli, are fri- 
volous and of no avail. 

In the whole courfe of his life, wc 
fee na traces of ambkion or worldy 
views i he even refofed the thanks of 
thofe on whom he had performed 
miraculous cures, and whofe delive* 
ranee from their various maladies, im- 
preiled them with the h^b^ lenfe 

of 
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of gratitude. And when the people, 
aftonifhed at the number as well as 
grcatnef? of his miracks, were de- 
firous of placing him on the throne 
of David, he, by withdrawing hinn- 
fclf, refufed this prpof of their kind- 
nefs and efteem. He endeavoured to 
eradieate from his difciples, ^ hopes 
of temporal advantages i and p^e^ 
his days in voluntary poverty. 

To avoid the cpnverlatjon of n>cn, 
to whom he appjbared a burning and ^ 
Jkining light ^ he pa^ed his nights in 
fblituide and prayer. The gravity of 
his difcourfes, the nx^eftic cpmpp* 
Cure with which they were deliver9d^ 
evidently marked thpir divine teacher. 
He ^oke as n^vpr mmJfoke\ this 
w^ the declaration pf thpfe whp 
heard him, uotwithft?;iding thgir pre- 
judice againft his perfpn mi dpftrine : 
fnd to this teftimpny I (:9jOin9t with- 
Yi% hold 
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hold my affent, when I compare his 
difcourfes with any of thofe that have 
been delivered by the moft eminent 
philofophers of Greece and China. 
He was continually employed m do- 
ing good; not out of oftentation, in 
performing prodigies wonderful and 
fupernatural, or in fevere afts of juf- 
tice for the punifhment of offenders. 
His aftions were more ufeful than 
brilliant, calculated to adminifter to 
die wants of men, and remedy the 
incurable evils of their nature. I 
Ihall not attempt, in this place, to 
dcmonflxate the reality of thefe fuper- 
natural works ; a more favourable 
opportunity will offer in the fequel. 
I fhall content myfelf for the prefent, 
with confidering the nature of thefe 
miracles, fuch as the apofUes have 
reprefented them. 
Wc behold an innocent man, de- 
livering 
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Uvering himfelf up to the cruelty of 
bis enemies, and when his hour was 
come, chearfully fubmitting to the 
pains of death. If he wer,e an impof-* 
tor, what could have been his mo- 
tive to this proceeding ? Such an ac- 
cufation is fo great a ftretch of impiety, 
that very few of the enemies of reve-» 
lation have dared to hazard it. Were 
voluptuoufiiefs, riches or honours, the 
objefts of his purfuit — of him, who 
conilantly preached the great duties 
of religion ; and who fufFered fpme of 
his difciples to forfake him, becaufe 
they were terrified with the feverity 
of his precepts, and would continue 
no longer to be witnefles of his mira-^ 
cles, or to hear thofe lefTons, which, 
in their opinion, were too pure and 
holy? 

All the adbions of our Saviour — 

bis whole conduft—are pcrfeftly con* 

H3 fiftent. 
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fift^t, and form, as it were, one 
entire piece, as fni^t be caipei a ed 
m an ambalTador of God. They aU 
center in one point — eternity is the 
&blime fubjed of his dtfeourfes* He 
iiirely did not leave the cdeftial ha- 
bitations of his Father, for die trifling 
concerns of this iife, which, however, 
are fo eagerly courted by nien. In 
every monient of his Ufe— -in every 
a&ion which he petibrmed, he never 
loft fight of the great objeft 4^ his 
miffion. To inftnA men in the 
truths and to devote hinnfelf as a 
lacrifice for their fins, was the im« 
porta&t bufinefs with wtdch he was 
charged. 

fiut if he afted fix)m other motives, 
his oonduft was alaogedier incon^ 
fiftent and iinaccountable ; for Ifcen 
Acre wai zpp^sur the greateft oppo- 
fition betwitt die oiufe and the 

eSefts 
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elfeiSb — betwij^t thf dcfign mi 
the ipcans which h? w>plQyed.-T 
Ww he an impoftor ? Why 4id he 
f^k fer poverty, falitude, ?nd 4€ath ? 
Why did he c^ufe fpmc of h(9 fi>U 
Iqwers to leaw him^ by the. terror 
fying men?K?es of fvUqrc cyil-r-kiy ?hf 
feyerity pf his precept^ and by |hat 
degree pf ho|ioefs which hc required 
^f them i Was he an endmfiail or a 
f^natie? Thia U an ide« whi^h the 
free-rthinker^ qf the prefent tlp^ have 
\fccjf\ fon4 pf ftarting. Why then did 
he i^ot a^eft (i beh^vl^ur pi^ore eccen-r 
trie? Why did he fvjbmit hiijafelC 

^d fubjciSt thofc over wh^m he h?i4 
acquired ^fithprity Ijy the right of 
jedcpiptionj^p tf^ ccrerflPniesirf the 
few? Why cjjd he tegch doiS^rwes 
whi^h no hmp^ wifdpm could h^vf 
fvggeftei^^ an4 which no perfeij W 
for? hinf} hf^J pyt in prgfticg ? Why 
H4 ' had 
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had all his actions a tendency to 
one conftant, invariable defign? His 
whole life was a prelude to his future 
fuffcrings; but to them he did not 
cxpofe himfelf till the very hour was 
arrived, in which it was determined 
that he was to fubmit to death. 

In fliort, all thefe objeftions, which 
the enemies of our faith have raiied 
againft Chriftianity — objections that 
can ferve no other purpofe than to 
excite fome doubts in their minds, 
and which they have employed to 
defend a bad caufe, and difcredit re- 
velation, cannot, however, diminifh 
that profound refpeft, which the life 
and doftrine of our Saviour muft na* 
turally infpire in thofe who contem- 
plate them with attention. This ex- 
traordinary perfon, fo fuperior 'to all 
human calumny, when fpeaking of 
himfelf, boldly declared, that he waa the 
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ttian defcribed in the writings of the 
prophets, and who had been promifed 
to the world. He affured them, that 
God had entrufted to him thefe ^- 
vinc truths, which he was to declare 
to mankind, whofe redemption he 
was to efFeft. There were extant a 
number of books, inconteftably more 
ancient than Jefus, and the reign of 
Tiberius, all which announce ^ Pro- 
phet, a Saviour enriched with hea- 
venly gifts, and promiftd by God to 
his people. 



LET- 
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LETTER VII. 

Jntiquity and autbentichy §f the Serif iupw. 
Truth of Cbriftianity proved fy prefheg. 
Thi Cbrifiian religieu eppofite to the incltM* 
tions and paffions of human nature. 

IT jB not, my dear child, my de- 
fign t6 run over all the prophe- 
cies that have foretold a Mefliah, a 
Prophet, a Redeemer, who was to 
make fatisfadion for the fins of the 
world, and reftore the kingdom of 
God, I fliall content myfelf with re- 
fering to a few places in the ancient 
oracles, where the coming of our 
Saviour is predifted in very cxprels 

terms. 

But I muft premife, that the an- 
tiquity of thefe books to which I 
allude, has never been difputed^ nei- 
ther are the objeftions of any weight 

which 
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which have been urged againft them. 
Three hundred years before the birth 
of Chrift, all thefe books were tranf- 
Jated into the Greek language at 
Alexandria 5 they were then very an- 
cient; but it is fufficient for our pur- 
pofe to alledge, that Jefus frequently 
appeals to them as to prophecies 
much older than hioifeli^ and with 
which die world abounded. Perhaps 
every one does not know in what 
manner the religion of the Jews was 
ipretd. It appears, from the writings 
tjf a fetyrical poet, the comeinporary 
.and favourite of die emperor Au- 
^3&usp that at Rome, which was the 
comoKm rendezvous of all nations, 
and in partkular of men of rank and 
fertune, many perlbns icrupled to 
violate the fabbath-<lay, by any kind 
3of wQxic or labour. AH the Jews t^ 
tbrir public feminaries, and books of 

their 
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their law both in Hebrew and 
Greek. 

To this remark we muft add, that 
we are removed fome thoufands of 
years from the time in which the 
books to which I appeal were written. 
The manners of men in the ages I 
Ipeak of, their language, their exr 
preffions, are very different from thofe 
which prevail in the weftern hemi- 
fphere which we inhabit. Many 
things were eafy and intelligible to 
thofe peopk who were of warm and 
lively imaginations, which we cannot, 
without great difficulty, comprehend. 
Cuftom had given a determinate fenfc 
to many of their figures, which ap- 
pear to us ftrange and unufual. Thdr 
oral tradition ferved likewifc as an 
explication to divers things, which in 
the infancy of the arts and fciences 

were 
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were but feldom written, or fet down 
in very few words. 

It is, however, inconteftable, that 
in the early ages, fallen man had the 
promife of a redeemer. The fage 
Perfians, and the Brachmans, whofc 
writings have of late years been ftu- 
died, ipoke a long time (ince, and 
with confidence, of the future appear-, 
ance of a mediator. But what ren- 
ders this general opinion the more 
credible, is, that the moft ancient of 
all the prophecies relates to this Re* 
deemer fo univerfally expefted; which 
prophecy is this — that the feed of the 
woman Jbould bruije the Jerpenfs bead^^ 
that ferpent which had feduced the 
mother of mankind. 
• When it was faid to Abraham, ta 
Ifaac, and to Jacob, that in them 
Jhould all the nations of the earth be 

blejfeiy 
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Ueffed, it is not pofTible to interpret 
this prcdiftion in any other fcnfe 
than this — diat the Saviour of the 
world ihould be born of one of their 
dcfcendants. We cannot, with any 
d^ree of ncafbn, apply this prophecy 
to their pofterity, confidered in a ge- 
neral view; becaufe they confifted of 
a people fb difierent fi-om the rcftof 
the world, and with whom they had 
io' little commiinication, that it is not 
to be prefumed that fo univerlal a 
blefling could be derived from theni, 
and extend its influence over all the 
iiations of the earth. The projAccy 
concerning Shiloh, which hath been 
Ae occttfion of fo much controvcrfy, 
and of which fo many explications 
have been given, may, however, be 
elucidated ftom thofe moft ancient 
prediftions, which imply that the 
Mcffiah fhould be born at a time, 
4 when 
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when the fceptre departing from the 
Jioufe of Judah, fhould fall into die 
hands of a flranger, nor any longer 
be held by a pcrfon of Jewilh extrac- 
tion. 

Mofcs had very exprcfsly promifcd 
the appearance of a prophet, and in- 
deed the only prophet, which would 
rektiiblc him> more elpecially in this 
jparticular-*5rA<f/ God would reveal to 
him bis will, which he was to communis 
€ate to men — in this confifted the pe- 
cufiar prerogative of Mofts, which 
iliftinguiflied him from all thole 
whom God had raifed up in the midft 
of diat nation. As it is my defign 
to treat of thefe fiibjcas with as 
much brevity as poffible, I fhould be 
drawn into a diffcrtation too copious, 
were I to take notice of the feveral 
places in the Pfalms, where the com- 
ing of fome extraordinary perfon is 

promifed 
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promifed to mankind; whom David 
Jias defcribed in fuch brilliant colourSi 
diat they cannot pofllbly be applied to 
m mere man. 

Such was the charafter given by 
liaiah of the future Mefliah^ that it 
cannot agree with any other pcrfon 
but Jcfus, His entire book, though 
a long one, contains little elfe but 
the hiftory of this Meffiah that was 
to come, and of the new church of 
which he was to be the head. When 
he dcfcribes this extraordinary gift 
from Heaven, which was to appear 
in the perfon of the Redeemer, he 
ipeaks of him in a kind of triumph, 
and with the utmoft magnificence of 
language. — *^ Unto us a child is 
'^ born, unto us a fon is given, and 
" the government fhall be upon his 
" flioulders ; and his name fhall be 
•'called Wonderful, Counfellor, the 

" Mighty 
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^Mighty God, tKc Everlafting Fa- 
^ ther, the Prince of Peace. Of 
^ the increafe of his government and 
" peace, there fhall be no end, upon 
" the throne of David and upon his 
** kingdom, to order it and to efta- 
*' blifli it with judgment and with 
*'juftice, from henceforth even for 
•• ever." This prophet exprefsly fore^ 
told the very place of his birth; 
declaring, that a great light was to 
rife in Galilee of the Gentiles, for 
there was Nazareth (ituated. He alfb 
fpeclfied the faniily: of which he was 
to be bom, and that was of Jcfle 
the father of David. The voice of 
cne crymg in the wildernejs^ which was 
a kind of an harbinger to the Meflmh, 
was alfo to prepare for his coming. 
Mildnefs was to be the charafter of 
his reign ; peace was to flourifh wpon 
the earth, and of hi$ empire there 
I was 
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was to be no end. He promifed, 
that in this happy age, the wolfjhotdi 
dwell with the lamh^ and the fucking 
child play on the hole of the afp. He 
farther fpeaks of him in thefe words: 
'^ He Ihall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
" caufe his voice to be heard in the 
*' ftreet. A bruifed reed (hall he not 
*' break, and the fmoaking flax ihall 
•' not be quenched : he Ihall feck 
" judgment in the earth, and the 
" ifles fliall wait for his law. His 
*' church fhall extend as far as the 
** earth ; remote people fhall be con-^ 
" verted to him, and Ihall bring to 
*^ an end the ungrateful nation of th« 
" Hebrews/' And in order to fup- 
prefs that worldly temper of the Jews, 
which induced them to €xpe6t a tem^- 
poral monarch, a king of human 
race, who fhould reign with uncon- 
trolcd power, he has been very care- 
8 fill 
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ftil to defcribe, in the moft pointed 
and cxpreflive terms, the humble 
condition in which the Mefliah was 
to apipear^ and the fufferings which 
were referved for himj but who 
would afterwards be exalted to the 
higheft ftate of dignity* He repre- 
fented him, at the fame time, as a 
perfon whofe exterior form would be 
humbkj and whofe appearance would 
be the meaneft amongft the children 
of men. — " He flidl grow before 
*' him, fays Ifaiah, as a tender planf, 
*' and as a root out of a dry ground^ 
*' he hath no form nor comelinefs; 
*' and when we fee him there is no 
" beauty that we fhould defire him* 
" He is defpifed and rejefted of men^ 
" a man of forrows and acquainted 
*^ with grief; and we hid as it were 
*' our faces from him ; he \vas defpi- , 
*' fed, and we efteemed him . not* 
la "Surely 
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" Surely he hath borne our gricfe zxA 
^* carried our forrows; yet we did 
** efteem him ftricken> fmkten rf 
" God, and affliftcd. But he ws 
«* wounded fiwr our tranfgreffions, he 
«« was bruifcd for our iniquities : die 
" chaftifement of our peace was upon 
'^ him, and with his flripes are we 
^' healed. All we like flieep have 
" gone aftray; we have turned every 
** one to his own way, and the Lord 
*' hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
^^ all. He was oppreflcd and he was 
** afflided, yet he opened not his 
** mouth. He was taken from prybft 
^^ and from judgment; he was cut 
^' off from the land of the living; he 
** made his grave with the wicked 
** and with the rich in his death, be* 
*' caufe he had done no violence, nei- 
•* ther was any deceit in his moudu 
^* Yet it pleafcd the Lord to bruifc 

" him; 
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*^ him; he hath put him to grief: 
^^ when thou (halt make his foul an 
** offering for fin, he flxall fee his feed, 
^ he fhall prolong his da^s, and the 
«^ pleafure of the Lord fliall profpcr 
^ in his hand. He Ihall fee of the tra- 
^^ vail of his foul, and fhall be iadst 
•^ ficd^ by his knowledge Ihall my 
•* righteous fcrvant juftify maiy; ior 
*^ he fhall b^r their iniquities. Therc- 
^' fore will I divide him a portion 
'^ with the greati and he Ihall divide 
" the ^il with the llrong; becaufe 
^^ he hath poured out his foul uqto 
^' death, and he was numbered with 
^ the tranlgrefTors^ and he bare the 
** fins of many, and made intercefiloa 
*' for the tranfgrcfTors/* 

Almofl: all the prophets have pre- 

dided the defbu6tion of the Jewifb 

natioj^ and ^he eft^lifhment of a 

new kingdom^ without comparifba 

1 3 more 
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more extcnfive than that of Judah, 
and in greatnefs infinitely fuperior to 
it, at the time when it fhould be go- 
verned by the kings defcended from 
David. The ft}'le of thefe prediftions 
is in the oriental manner; and indeed 
could not be otherwife, to make any 
impreffion upon the minds of the in- 
habitants of thofc hot climates; where 
language, for many ages, even before 
the time of Mofes, was always highly 
figurative, and to whom the profaic, 
uniform didlion of the northern peo- 
ple, appeared inftjpportably frigid and 
difgufting. 

In many other paflages we difcern 
evident traces of the promiied Re- 
deemer. The place of his nativity is 
mentioned; and notwithftanding the 
addition of certain circumftances ex- 
traneous to him, yet we may plainly 
^ifcover a perfon fpoken of, whofe 

lineage 
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lineage would be very ancient, whofe 
days would be eternal, and whofe 
coming would externiinate idolatry. 

To this fucceeded the famous pro- 
phecies of Daniel; which were fo clear 
and accurate, that Porphyry, not being 
able to refute them, endeavoured to 
invalidate their divine authority, by 
infinuating that they were written af- 
ter the event had happened. The 
fofpicions of this ancient writer, who 
has been too fuccefsfuUy followed 
by the free-thinkers of the prefent 
age, may, with equal propriety, be 
applied in oppofition to what we find 
in the writings of this prophet con- 
cerning the kings of Syria and Egypt. 
All the prophecies which regard the 
Meffiah, were free from every ap- 
pearance of compulfibn — the book of 
Daniel was tranflated *into the Greek 
language more than two centuries 
1 4 before 
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before the coming o( Chrift; whicH 
tranflation was id the hands both of 
the Jews and Gentiles. 

Daniel, having addreffed the Al- 
mighty in private prayer, that, out 
of his abundant goodneis, he wc 
pardon the fins of his people, and re- -— 
build Jerufalem, received in a vifiottJ^ 
this anfwer — " Seventy weeks are '^ 
** determined upon thy people, aiid -^ 
"upon thy holy city, to finifh tie -^ 
** tranfgreflion, and to make an end -^ 
^ of fins, arid to make recondliation -^ 
*' for iniquity, and to bring in ever-? ^^ 
** lading righteoufnefs, and to feal -^ 
•^ up the vifion and prophecy, aad -* 
•' to anoint the moft jM)Iy, Know, ^ 
** therefore, and underftand, that - 
** from the going forth of the com- 
^ mandment to reftore and to build 
•*• Jerufalem, unto the Mefliah the 
*• prince^ fliaU be feven weeks; and 

" threefcore 



TO HIS DAUGHTER* lit 

^ threcfcore and two weeks the ftrccti 
^ (hall be bulk again, and the wall» 
^* even in troublefbme times. And 
** after threcfcore and two weekt 
^ Ihall the Mefliah be cut off, but 
** not for himfelf : and die people 
" of the prince that (hall coi:ne, ihaU 
^ deftroy the dty and the fanftuary, 
*^ and (the end thereof (hall be with 
^* a flood, and unto the end of the 
^^war, defoladons are detennined; 
^^ and he ihall confirm the covenant 
** with many fcH* one week ; and in 
«* the midft of the week he (haH 
*^ caufe the facrifice and the obl&« 
•* tion to ceafe ; and for the over- 
^^ fpreading of abominations, he ihall 
^' make it defolate, even until Ae 
^^ confummation, and that determin-* 
** ed ihall be poured upon the de« 
^* folate." 

In another place^ o^er events are 

foretold 
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foretold by this prophet ; the time in 
tvhich they were to happen is precifely 
marked ; and it was fignified to him, 
that it was yet at fome diftancc, but 
that he who was referved* for this pe- 
riod, ihould not enter into his reft 
till the completion of thefe days. It 
was farther intimated, that the end of 
the world, for this is the fenfe of the 
original, was to be reckoned from the 
time that the daily facrifice fhould be 
abolifhed, and that abomination fhould 
be introduced, which was to be the 
caufe of the great defolation that 
Was to follow. 

I purpofely omit fome particular 
charafteriftics of the Mefliah, which 
are fcattered in the writings of the 
prophets ; more efpecially thofe that 
have a doubtful or ambiguous com- 
plexion. — I fhall reduce the few ma- 
terials which I have collefted from 

the 
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the prophecies, to the following ob- 
fervations. 

In all the ancient books, on whofc 
authenticity we may fafely rely, this 
point of doftrine is conftantly and in- 
variably inculcated — That there would 
appear in the world a perfon of great 
dignity, who would bring falvation 
with him, and would re-cftablifh 
juftice. 

This eminent perfonage is de- 

fcfibed under different charafters. 

. He was to fpring from the pollerity 

of the patriarchs Abraham, Ifaac, and 

Jacob, and from one of the defcend- 

ants of David. He was to aflumc 

the prophetic office, and to perform 

fupernatural works. 

• His power was not to be fupported 

by force or violence ; he was to reign 

by perfuafion, by kindnefs, and be- 

fiefits. 

The 
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The place of his birth was fixed, 
and the exaft time of it determined 
The edidt of the king of Perfia was 
the epoch whence this computatioa 
was to be made. 

His fufFerings are defcribed in a 
circumftantial manner; and painted 
in lively and pathedc colours. His 
death was alfb pofitivcly foretold. 

But that which makes the greatcft 
imprcflion upon my mind, are the fol- 
lowing particulars — the grandeur and 
debafement which are blended in this 
extraordinary perfon, his divine ori- 
gin, his mediatorial office his fufier* 1 
ings, the meannefs of his appearance, i 
and the duties he difcharged as re- 
deemer of the world. This portrait 
hath not its original amongft man- 
kind J it never was conceived by the 
wit of any mortal being. . The Jews 
themfclvcs, who in preference to the 
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reft of mankind, wfirc to receive the 
MeiTiahj to whoni in a niore parti- 
cular manner he was to be a Saviour, 
and who were his difciples and neigb- 
ixnsrs, could not, however, be per- 
fuaded that he was the perfon de- 
fcribed by the prophets. Their for- 
did minds, cc^uld form no other idea 
of a prince of the royal houfe of Da- 
vid, but as a kin^, the poffeffor of a 
throne, ^ conqueror, and a vidorious 
monarch. 

The protects, notwithftanding, had 
united, in the moft pofitive and ex-^ 
prefs terms, this grandeur and nKan^ 
Xicis of condidon ia the chara6ter 
which they had drawn of the Saviour 
of mankmd. 

This perfon, they faid, is from all 
eternity ; he will carry with him fuffi- 
cient proofs that he proceeded from 
God alone ; yet he will be born, will 

live 
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live in the grcateft poverty, will fuffrf 
and be put to death. 

He will rife from the dead ; he will 
reign for ever j he will fhower down 
his bkfllngs upon all people ; he wiB 
appeafe the Supreme Being; he will 
reftore to menrfiat jufticc which they 
had loft. He will die, not for him- 
felf but for the world; he will be 
bruifed for their offences, he will 
lay down his life as an oblation for 
fin. 

Fronn the foundation of the world, 
there hath appeared but one man in 
whom are united all thefe charafter-i 
iftics ; and this was Jefus of Nazareth^ 
born in Bethlehem, defcended from 
David, always addrefled by that name 
by thofe who had recourfe to him for 
relief; whom the people would more 
than once have placed upon the thronei 
whofe parents were expofed to great 

danger 
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danger becaufe of their fon, and who 
efcaped death by reafon of their po- 
verty and abje6t condition. 

This Jefus preached his doftrine 
without noife and tumult ^ he did 
nothing but what was good; the 
reftitude of his conduft was invari- 
ably the fame, and never was calum- 
niated; he was held in relpeft dur- 
ing the three firft centuries after his 
coming into the world, in thofe for- 
rowful times when the religion which 
he had announced, was condemned 
by the laws of the Pagans, niortally 
hated both by them and the Jews, 
and expofed to the crueleft affaults 
—when nothing prevented the ene- 
mies of the faith from making the 
ftrifteft refearches, to difcover any 
fault with which they might accufe 
its author — in thofe times, when a 
learned fophift^ at the head of the 

firft 
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firll univerfity in the worid, attacked 
the Chriftian doftrine by his writ- 
ings, and employed all the artifices 
of the moft inveterate perfecutors, to 
cxteraiinate it from the face of the 
earth — in thofe times, when a Cclfus . 
endeavoured to load it with the foid^ 
eft reproaches — when a Lucian at- 
tempted to expofe the Chriftians to 
ridicule, by the keennefs and feverity 
of his fatire— when the jews anathe-* 
matized and deferted them, as apoftates 
from their religion and worlhip, and 
exhibited againft them a mod invete- 
rate animofity, which they imbibed> al 
it were, in their cradle— -in thofe times 
fo unfavourable to the Chriftian 
caufei 1^0 one, however, impeached 
the innocence of its divine Author 
—no one attacked the integrity and 
fimplicity of his firft difciples. He 
faid of himfelf, and this indeed wal 
§ the 
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the iubflance of all his difcourfesj and 
of thofe of his apoftles, that he came 
into the world to fufFcr for the fins 
of men. In conformity to this de- 
Ggn^ he rcfigned himfelf into the 
hands of his enemies: he received, 
as a difciple, one who, under the fcm- 
blance of friendlhip, betrayed himj 
whofe perfidy and intended guilt were 
however perfeftly known to him. 
His laft difcourfes were an intercef- 
fion in favour of his deluded peo- 
ple, and his laft words were a de- 
claration, that he had accomplifiied 
his talk. 

By his death, the glorious promifes 
of the prophets obtained their fiilt ac- 
complilhment/ An immenfe king- 
dom extended itfclf over all parts 
of the earth, and fpruiig, as it were, 
from his blood. The Gentiles, in 
great numbers, embraced the Chrif- 
K tian 
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tian faith ; the profeffion of which> 
notwithftanding, expofcd them to al* 
moft inevitable death. Their man- 
ners were reformed ^ and an umverM 
charity was introduced into the hearts 
of thofe> who before had hated all 
nations, except themfelves. Chaftity 
fucceeded to that profligacy and impu- 
rity, with which their very templca 
were defiled. Freedom was given to 
the flaves ; and the world becanie one 
family of brethren, united by fmiilar 
fentiments. 

This charafter,, which, was too fub- 
lime for the reafon of man to imagine 
or conceive, was perfeftly realized in 
Chriftj in whom we may difcern all 
thofe features which are fo clearly 
marked by the ancient prophets. 

He whom God only could de-^ 
fciibe by his fervants,. fo many ages 
before his coming, appeared at laft 
with true greatnefc—a grcatnefs rc- 

fialting: 
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iultlng from the immenfe benefits of 
the facrifice of himfelf, which no nltn 
could forefee, becaufe no man was ca^ 
pableofit. 

The charafter of fo divine a perfonj 
deftined, however, to punilhment, 
was never imagined by the wifeft of 
mens and when. the original was adhi- 
ally feen, it was to the Jews a fturn-* 
bling block, and to the Greeks foolifh- 
nefs. 

Since the firft converts amongft the 
mofl enlightened nations of the Eaii^ 
judged it neceflary, in purfuancc of 
the defign they had in view, to con- 
-ceal from their difciples the mean 
appearance of the mediator or re- 
deemer whom they preached, would 
Ifaiah, if he had been influenced by 
the fame prudential motives, have 
drawn a pifture, which was without 
rcfemblance, either in human events, 
K a or 
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tt in any ideas which had beeii 
conceived by man? Could there be 
found a perfon fb impious as to af- 
fume the charafter of the Saviour of 
the world y a charafter of great utility 
to mankind^ but which could not 
feil to bring upon him who f)erlbn- 
ated it, if he would literally accom* 
plifti the prophecies, a \otig trairi of 
labours and fufFerings, and at laft a 
fhamefiil death ? 

It is cafy to be feen, from m ex- 
amination of the actions of our Sa^ 
viotir, that no impoftor could poffi- 
bly> by any artifice, realize in his owB 
perfon, aU thofe circumftances fo par^- 
ticularly enumerated by the prophets; 
thefe could only be completely verified 
by him, who was the true archetype 
of the reprefehtati^n which was given* 
He muft be born of a certain family^ 
and of the blood of David. — ^Betb^ 

Icheixx 
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l^hem muft be the place of his hirtb^ 
^d this light muft fix& ihioe in G(ili- 
lee. The time of his contiing and his 
oblation had been fixed ^ the manner 
in which he muft be interred^ was par^ 
ticularly defcribcdi after his death 
the facrifice was to ccafe i the enfigps. 
of the Romans, ornamented with dip 
images of their falfe gods, were to be 
^ifjplayed in a place where they ought 
never to have appeared ; he was him- 
felf to live in poverty, and to (hed his 
blood for the fins of men^ but his 
fpiritual kingdom was to be infinite, 
as well in extent as duration. It was 
therefore requifite that the Mef- 
fiah ihould accomplifli in his owa 
perfon, all thofe prediftions pf the 
prophets, if he would be recognized 
as the charadtcr whom Ifrael, for fo 
many ages, had expected. 

It had been impoffiblc for a mere 
, K 3 \ hunwn 
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human being, without the aififtance 
of God, to have diftinguiflied himfelf 
by all thofe charadteriftics, which 
were neceffary to appear in the Mef- 
fiah. Add to this, the time of his 
birth, his genealogy, and the great 
cfFe6ts produced from trivial caufesi 
above all may be mentioned, the pro-? 
dlgious fuccefs which attended his mi-e 
niftry, though the time was lb fhorti 
and the country fo delpifed, in which 
he was employed, in teaching a doc- 
trine that fpread itfelf into all places, 
and has been perpetuated through 
every fuccceding age. 

There is nothing which fo much 
diftinguifhes the Chriftian religion, 
as its oppofition to the paflions 
and inclinations of human nature. 
The example of its great founder is 
unprecedented. Where fhall we fin4 
^ man, who like him, devoted his 

whoI« 
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whole life to labour ; preferred a ftatc 
of poverty and contempt; expofed 
himfelf to continual dangers, without 
expecting any other fruit, than inevi- 
table death? 

It evidently appears, then, that no 
human addrcfe or artifice could inveft 
a perfon with the diftinguifbing cha- 
rafters of the Meffiah: and even if 
it had been in the power of any man 
to have aflumed them, it would have 
been a proof of prudence and dif- 
cretion to have declined the arduous 
tafk i .fince it could procure him 'no- 
thing but fufFerings and diftrefs. 



K4 LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 

Cau/ts ami effiBs of the zeal and the courage rf 
the Jpoftks. Nature and force of the proof tf 
Cbriftianityy from Miracles. The Miracles 9f 
our Sa*uiour, not only evidences of his Divine 
Power, hut alfo of bis wfdom, goodnefs, and 
difiutereftednefi. 

TO what then muft we attribute 
the wonderful effedls which fol- 
loy?ed the preaching of the gofpcl? 
Muft we afcribe them to chance? 
Was it in the power of twelve per- 
fons, of mean condition, their minds 
unenlightened by fcience, and not 
converfant with the great myfterics of 
revelation — was it in the power of 
fuch pcrfons to reform the world? 
Thefe confeqqences flowed frpm a 
firm pcrfuafion, that Jefus was die 
perfon foretold by the prophets. This 

welt 
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ell-grounded convidtion was jthe only 
eapon that rendered them viftorious, 
the dangers and perfecutions which 
key encountered: it was this which 
aced them above the corrupt defircs 
" human nature, of felf-love, and of 
le prejudices of birth and educa- 
on. The zeal which was kindled 
. the difciples of our Saviour^ 
)mmunicated itfelf to a great num- 
zr of perfons, who were foon ani- 
lated with the fame affedions* 
ut what was it which produced in 
lem this perfed conviftion, that 
efus was the Mcffiah? They had 
een witneffes to the purity of his 
lanners, and the innocency of his 
fej they perceived timt his dodrine 
ras, in all refpcds, worthy of Godj 
bey clearly difcerned in him, all the 
Lneaments and charaders of the pro* 
nifed Meffiahj and, in fhort, they 

had 
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had ocular dcmonftrarion of his mira- 
cles. Widaout having rccourfe to all 
thefe confiderations, which arc pow- 
crfiil motives of belief^ and of them- 
fclves capable of producing convic- 
tionj let us confider, that thefe men, 
who were naturally timid; whofe in- 
clinations were attached to the things 
of this world J who were poflefled 
neither of great natural nor acquired 
abilities, would hardly have formed of 
themfelves fo great; an enterprizc, as 
that of fubjefting the world to a man 
who had been crucified. Much le6 
would their inftruftions have produced 
fuch inftantaneous efFefts, or operated 
fo powerfully upon the minds of fo 
many thoufands of people. 

Among the caufes which wrought 

conviftion in the minds of the apof- 

tles, I mentioned the miracles of our 

Saviour. It will therefore be proper, 

3 ia 
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in this place, to confidcr the reality 
ofy and the neceffity for them, becaufe 
they afford a folid proof in fupport of 
Chriftianity, fufiicient to produce the 
affent of reafonable men. And I think 
this difcuflion the more neceflary, as 
oiir modem free-thinkers have been 
pleafed to fay, that thedoftrine of Jefus 
Chrift is indeed worthy of refpedi but 
that the miracles on which we would 
fupport it, are the only caufe which pre- 
vents them from confidcri;ig the author 
' as a divine perfon. 

An uninterrupted feries of events, 
all relating to the fame objeft, are 
fufficient to perfuade men, accuftomed 
to refledioni and who can trace the 
eonfequences of things. The exaft 
refemblance which we remarked be- 
twixt Jefus Chrift and the Mefliah 
promifed by the prophets, muft una- 
voidably produce conviction in thofe 

who 
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who have diftindUy examined their 
fucceflive prediftions, and compared 
them with the hiftory of the life of j 

our Savioun But all men are not i 

capable of making thefc enquiries.. 
Thofe, however, who arc placed in 
the loweft ranks of fociety, are as 
much the objefts of the AJmig^s 
paternal regard, as thofe who are 
drefled in purple, or feated on a 
throne, who, like the reft of man- 
kind, are fubjeft to mortality. I 
will even venture to affirm, that a 
truth, proved by a long train of con- 
fequences, however well conneAedi 
will not operate, with fufficient effi- 
cacy, in the enlightened minds of thofc 
who are capable of perceiving this 
connexion; it makes no impreffion 
on their fenfcs; it is a Ugbt^ but not 
9.Jire. 

The proo£, therefore, of the di- 
vine 
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Vine miilion of our Saviour, ought to 

be fimple and obvious; {o that the 

more ignorant part of mankind may 

be fcnfiblc of their force — be con-^ 

vinccd and perfuaded by them, thoi^h 

they hafve not the advantage of learn-* 

ing, or great natural penetration. 

Yet thefe grounds of belief muft 

be To foHd, &> conformable to the fpi^ 

rit of the ancient prophecies, and fo 

pcrfcftly confonant with the known 

attributes of God, that they muft be 

capable of fadsfying more culdvated 

minds, and fuch as have been accuC* 

tomed to refleftion. 

It retted with the Divine Goodnefi, 
to adopt fuch means as might not 
only procure the ready acquiefcencc 
of faith, but alio all due reipe6fc to 
him, who was the minifter chofen for 
the accompliihment of his defigns. 
The perXon deputed to perform this 

bulinefs^ 
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bufinefs, was to bring with him fuch 
infallible tokens of a divine million^ as 
could not be produced, but by one 
really fent from God. And what proof 
is there more efFefliual than the power 
of working miracles? they operate 
immediately upon the fenfes. In or- 
der to feel their force, there is no need 
of laborious inveftigation, or pro- 
found knowledge. The impreffion 
they make muft neceflarily be the 
fame with that which is produced by 
the evidence of fenfe. If I fee before 
my eyes an objeft that is red, I can- 
not be miftaken in regard to its co* 
lour; with no lefs certainty ani I 
convinced, that a human body is ac* 
tually dead, after it hath been four 
days in the grave, and exhaled thofe 
putrid effluvia which proceed from 
corruption. But when this dead bo- 
dy, at the command of another man, 

rifci 
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rtfes from the grave^ and is endued with 
the fame powers of motion that it poC- 
fcfled before; when, to the appear- 
ances of putrefeiStion fucceed all the. 
ordinary figns of life; when the dead 
body walks about, (peaks, and, in 
my prefence, for a confiderable (pace 
of time, performs all the ufual func- 
tions of vitality, every man lurely,. 
who is not defUtute of common fenlc, 
muft infer, with the utmoft confi- 
dence, that the dead body, by a vi- 
fible though a fupernatural effedt of 
the omnipotence of God> hath beea 
reftored to life. 

The proofj which refults from mi- 
lacles, is equally intelligible and con^- 
vincing to all men. Who, that fees, 
before his ey^s the prefence of the 
Divinity in the operation of a niiracle,, 
can remain unmoved with admiration^ 
Qr withhold that profound refpedt 

whict 
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which IS due to fo powerful a Being ? 
This manner of perfuafion is more ani- 
mated than all the demonftrations 
of philofophy : it infinuates itfelf, 
through the medium of the fenfcs, into 
the mind, where it begets an humble 
reverence of that God, who thus con- 
defcends to reveal himfelf to mortals. 
It was this divine teftimony, that in- 
clined many thoufands of people, 
unenlightened by knowledge, to pro- 
claim Jefus their kings who, accord- 
ing to their ideas, was the Meffiah of 
whom the prophets had Ipoken. It 
was this that induced the apoftles to 
lubmit with chearfulnefs to death; 
they faw the power of God difplayed 
in him; they regarded his doftrine 
$$ the voice of God, who Ipake to 
diem by the miracles which Jefus 
wrought. They placed an abfolute 
confidence in the promifes of eternal 
4 lifci 
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iife; and they judged them ptfk&if 
furCi bccaufe they were made by a 
man in whom God vifibly dwelt* 
It is to this caufe we muft afcribe 
the converfidn of St. Paul^ and that 
ardent zeal with which he was after-- 
wards aftuated-— a man well imbued 
with all the learning of the Jews^ but 
whofe mind was obftinately inimical 
to the do^ines of Chrift j and in whom 
the pride of coiififtency would liave 
nuuntained the fpirit of unbelief a^ 
gsunft any thing fliort of the evidence 
of his fenfes. He travelled through all 
the provinces of the empire^ and with 
an unfhaken intrepidity, even in chains 
and in death, affirmed that Jefus was 
the Son of God< It was not a profound 
ftudyofthe prophets, or an attentive 
comparifon of the hiftory of Chrifk 
with the ancient prophecies, that pro* 
duced this change : his converiion was 
L the 



14$ BAROW HALLSk*S LETfERS 

the foddcn efFcft of a miracle. Thcfe 
▼ery prophets, of whom we Ipeaki 
have reprefented miracles as a fign 
which would charaftcrifc the true 
Meffiah. — *^The blind, fay they, 
^ fhall fee, the lame (hall walk, when 
<^the dodrine o( falvation fhall be 
<* announced to the miferabk." Our 
Saviour oftentimes appealed to theie 
liKracles, as a ptx>of that he was fent 
from feod, ** If, fays he, yon 
•*4)dievc me, believe the works 
«^hich I 4o.** He declared that he 
jhould Gonfider thofe men as inno« 
cent and blamekfs, who refuled theii* 
aflcnt to the truth of his doftrine, 
if they had not an Of^rtunity of fee- 
ing thofe works, which not>ther man 
had done ; and his difciples were not 
afraid to declare openly to the people^ 
and in the great aflemWy of the na- 
tton, that Jefus had made himfelf 
known by his miracles. 

The 
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The nature of the miracles which 
he was to perform) had been ali^ 
foretold. His prodigies were npt to 
be of that marvellous kind, which 
would only fenre to gratify vanity. 
He caufcd neither mpuntains nor 
temples to be removed from their 
places. They were neither a6b of 
feverity nor punilhmcnt. His works 
were without oftentation though bene-^ 
volent in their eflfeds i fuch as Ifaiaji 
had predifted feveral ages before* 
Maladies, before incurable, '4ilap« 
peared at his command ; the ^y^s 
of the blind were opened, the lame 
walked I children deprived of U^, 
were reftored to their jdifconlblatje 
parents. His difciples, when angry^ 
breathed nothing but- revenge.; but 
he would not, at their folicitatipn, 
call down fire from heaven upon a 
town whofe inhabitaqts had treated 
L 2 him 
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him with contempt. The Pharifecj 
and Sadducees^ who were profeflSed 
enemies to every religion^ experienced 
not the avenging power of him 
whom they had blalphemed. Theft 
miracles were a proof of his modefly 
as well as his humanity. He required 
no recompencc for the fevours he had 
conferred; he would fcarcely permit 
thofe perfons whom he had relieved 
from diftrefs, to offer him the merited 
tribute of thanklgiving. He refofed 
to hear himfelf praifed by thofe 
whom he had miraculoufly delivered 
fiom their infirmities; and when the 
people were defirous to proclium him 
their king, he prevented them by a 
Ipcedy retreat. 

I have already remarked in die 
condudt of this divine pcrfon, that he 
was particularly careful to caufe no 
divifion in the Jewilh church. Be 

did 
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did not place himfelf at the head of a 
fed ; he obferved the religious cere- 
monies which were then in ufej he 
afTifted at their folemn feftivals; and 
was prefent at the celebradon of feveral 
of the paffovers. He took care to fend 
to the chief priefts a leper whom he 
had healed^ that he might obtain per*^ 
miiiion fromthem^ according to the 
law of Mofesj to enter again into fo- 
ciety, from which his former dilbrder 
had excluded him. He enveloped^ 
with great addrefs, his divine leflbns in 
theobfcurity of parables, that the com- 
mon people, who were his auditors, 
might not eafily penetrate into their 
meaning ; and he threw a Ihade over 
the brightnefs of thofe truths which 
he had brought from heaven to earth, 
at a time when they might have 
been the caufe of much trouble and 
difturbance. 

L3 That 
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That wifiiom, which knew the aP- 
feirs of the world, and was well ac- 
quainted with times and feafons, ni^ 
rer availed itfelf of thefc circum- 
fiances for any temporal advantage. 
This conduft, therefore, has pre- 
vented the enemies of revelation from 
ftarting, as an objedion, that the Re- 
deemer of mankind adted from huniaa 
or interefted views. 

But the miracles which he wrought, 
were fully fufficient to accomplifli hit 
dcfigns; they were numerous, and 
were infinitely fuperior to all the 
powers of man 5 in them the fingcaf 
of God was evidently difcovered. 
Many were performed in public, and 
before the eyes of great multitudes. 
Lazarus was raifed from the dead, in 
the prcfcnce of his enemies. Jefus 
knew that the time of his death 
was approaching i he therefore made 

choice 
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choice of this c^portunity, to give 
an extraordinary proof of the divinitjf 
by which he adedj notwithilanding 
the meannefs of his appearance. For 
this end he purpofely abfented him* 
felf; he went oot to Lazarus till 
there were fufficient demonftrations 
of the total extindlion of life; ncN: 
till four days had elapied fince he 
died — fufficient time for putrefaftioa 
in fo hot a climate — that there might 
not be the fhadow of a doubt reipeA« 
ing the reality of his death. Whca 
he came, he found the dead body 
wrapped in cloaths ufed at interments, 
and his face covered. Jefus called 
him in the name of God his Father j 
and this voice reftored Lazarus to 
life. He arofe; and, it is generally 
thought, lived a long time after his 
refurredlion J becaufe the Jewifli hie- 
rarchy had formed the horrid defign 
L 4 of 
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of putdng him to deatbj that he 
might not rem^ a living witneli 
of the fupcmatural power of Chrift. 
This miracle was performed in thfi 
preftnce of his enemiesj and of many 
jews, who affifted at the event, and 
who informed the Pharifees of dM 
&ft to which they had been eye* 
witnefles, and which, they confe0ed, 
exceeded the power of man. But the 
greatnefi and reality of this miracu* 
lous work was the caufe of haftening 
the death of him who had perforqipd 



LET- 
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LETTER IX. 

Tki Iti/ufTiSioM rf Ji/us Cbrifi^ the great evi^ 
den€i 0/ tbi truth of tht Cbriftiam nliiion. 
An appeal cenftantly made t§ thitfaB hj the 
JpefiUs aad Jirfi ChrifiioMS. The nature, ut* 
feffitf^ mti preprUty 9/ the proof rf our Sa^ 
yiour^e diviue mifiou, fy hie refiurediou. Thf 
couduB rf his difdphe imxplkabh upon human 
wenjifs or motives. The euthufiafm of the dif^ 
eiples of Mahomet, and of the martyrs of 
Japao accounted for and compared with the 
keroic courfige find Koai of the Cbriftian apof 
fles and martyrs* Thf true fiurce of the holy 
xeal that animated the difcipUs rf J^/^ 
Qhrijl, 

TH E Rcfurre^on of Chrift him^ 
fcl^ is another ftriking even^ 
defigned^ in a more particular man- 
ner, to convince the world that he 
was the Spp Qf God. The oppofite 
circumftapcpsof deb^cmcnt aqcj dignity 

have 
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have never in any other inftancc been 
contrafted in the fame perfon, by fuch 
extremes of fortune. Jefus of Nazareth^ 
during the whole courfe of his life, 
appeared in a ftate of humiliation j 
and of this humiliation^ his death was 
at once the f^al and confummation. 
As he appeared m this humble ftatCi 
fo, in order to fulfil the prediftions 
of the prophets, and to corrcfpohd 
exaftly to the defcriptlon they had 
given of the Mcfliah, it was neceflary 
that he ihoald appear in a ftate of 
exaltation. If he had remained in the 
grave, the attributes of the Divinity 
which were to dwell with die Mefliah, 
could not have been recognized in 
himj we could not have difcerned 
thofe prerogatives which were to diftin* 
guifti him from other mortals; there 
would have been no refemblance in 
the portrait which the prophets had 

drawn 
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drawn of the Saviour, who Was t* 
Come. 

We may remark, that in all the 
difcourfcs of the apoftles, addreffcd 
either to the Jewifh people, to the 
Sanhedrim, or even to the Gentiles, 
the refurreftion of our Saviour was 
the great argument ufed by them to 
demonftrate the Divinity of their mal^ 
ten For the inhabitants of Athena^ 
who were not much verfcd in ntot* 
tcrs of religion, imagined, after they 
had heard St. Paul ufe this proofs 
that the r^furreftion was the goddefi, 
the worfhip of whom he wanted to 
introduce. Ghrifl; hinnfclf often re- 
ferred the incredulous Jews to the 
proof which his refurreftion would 
furnilh, when they required of hinnt 
^ fign from Heaven to confirm his 
divine miffion. Nay farther, the pro- 
mile 
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mife which he had made of his re- 
furrc&ion, was accommodated aftcr-i 
wards not without fomc violence to 
their prejudices. 

Every man who would eftablilh 
his faith upon reafonable foundations! 
ought to weigh this proof with atten- 
tion} and I would cameftly recom- 
mend to him the confideration of it. 
Truth lofes nothing by being cloiely 
examined. The proof which wc have 
adduced, will ferve to confirm the di- 
vinity of our Sayioyr. The Jewifli 
priefts had ufed all imaginable pre- 
caution to prevent the body of Jefus 
from being ftolenj for they were well 
acquainted with the promifc which 
he had made in fuch exprefs and po- 
fitivc terms, that he would rife again. 
Jt is well known, that the Roman 
difcipline was very fevere and exaftt 
A detachment of foldiers of that na- 
tion, 
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tiotli were appointed to watch the 
door of the fepiilchre^ where the dead 
body was laid, wrapped in funeral 
cloatht, according to the cuftom of 
the Jews, with a preparation of aro- 
matic fpices, to prevent the dilagrce- 
able efFeAs of the cadarerous efflu<- 
via. At the entrance was placed a 
large ftone, and to this ftone was a& 
fixed the feal of the magiftrate. In 
fpite of all thefe precautions, jthe dead 
body was gone* We can frame no 
other excufe for the guards than this, 
that they Hept, and that the difciples of 
Jefus, attentive to every thing which 
pafled, took that opportunity of car- 
rying the dead body away. This apo- 
logy expoled the foldiers to a fevere 
punifhments but they were flattered 
with the hopes that the martial law 
would, in their cafe, be difaroied of 
its rigour, by the prefents which 

(hould 
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ihould be made to thofe whofe duty 
k was to carry it into execution. 

Four days after the refurreftion of 
our Saviour, the difciples bemg aC- 
^Iembled together, were fumnnohed fit) 
lappear before the Sanhedrim. They 
i|)oke alfb to the people in the tem- 
ple. Their firft and conftant defence 
was this— That Jefus, whom they had 
crucified through their blindneis and 
obftinacy, was rifen from the dead. 
SO'^extraordinary a miracle defeated 
all the defigns of the Jewilh council, 
and rendered their efforts of no avail. 
This defence, therefore, of the apof- 
tles, it was their intereft to difcredit; 
lor if it were admitted that Chrift had 
rifen, they could no longer confidcr his 
death as an event which muft annihilate 
his newdoftrines; this would rather be 
alledged as a convincing proof of the di- 
vinity of his miiTioni it would be one of 
2 the 
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the charafteriftics by which he woidd 
be known; and his refurreftion would 
be another. The Meffiah could not 
be more diftinguiftiablc, than by thcfc 
circunnftances— Mhat after he had fuf* 
fercd for our offences, he rofe again, 
and was raifed by God to partake of 
his eternal glory. But the means 
employed by the council, (who were by 
no means dcftitute of fagacity) were 
but badly calculated to accomp^lh die 
ends they propofed: ii6ne of their 
aftiohs fcemed to be di&ated by com- 
mon prudence. They did not pub- 
Jicly and folemnly accufe rfie apoCUes 
of propagating a felflioodj they did 
not examine clofely and judicially 
die depofitions of the foldiersj they 
did not invite the people to fee the 
dead body of Jefusj which, if rifcn, 
muft have appeared with a counte- 
nance more than human, but if he 
were an imyoftor, muft have been ftiU 

in 
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in the grave. The council perceived 
the boldnefi and intrepidiqr of Ae 
ap^ftless they law the attacbmeat of 
the people to them; and diat the 
number of thofe who aduiowledged 
him for the Mefliah, was much greater 
than when he was alive^ and di^layed 
liis imracles amongft them. Their 
honour aUb was at ftake^ theyj tbere-^ 
forcj ufed every method in their 
power, to exculpate themfelves from 
the accufation diat they had put to 
death an innocent man* For if thcjr 
could not difprove the reality of the 
reflirrefkion, it was no longer one<^ 
the common people whom they had 
unjuftly accufed, but it was the Son 
of God, and the Saviour of Ifrael} 
whom they had murdered. 

The principal men amongft the 
Jews could not but fee, that the new 
converts to Chriftianity,. whofc nuoH 

belt 
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bers daily increafed, had abandoned 
the religion of the murderers of a 
matter, whom they had efteemed and 
honoured as a divine perfbn ; and had 
formed themfelves into a powerfiil 
fe£t, who delpifed their dignity, and 
defpoiled them of the privileges which 
they had enjoyed, and of the tide 
they had allumed, of heads and rulers 
of the church. 

It would have been an eafy matter 
for thqm to have juftified themfelves, 
if the refurre6tion of our Saviour had 
not been real. There were living 
witnefles, to whom they might have 
appealed in refpeft to the part they 
bore in the tranfadtion ; as they were 
prefent, and were able to have given 
an accurate and unfophifticated rela- 
tion of what they faw. The large 
ftone which had been rolled to the 
door of the fepulchre, mutt have been 
M fufficient 
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fufficient to have fecurtd the dead 
body in the place where it had beeo 
laid. There were alfo witne^es of 
the aftions of Jefus then living, to 
whom they might have appealed for 
information j and if tfae miracles re- 
ported of him had been felfe, they 
might eafily have been detefted. 

None of thefe prudential precau* 
tions, however, were taken. The 
chief prieits enjoined the apoftles £• 
fences this wa$ the only means of 
juftification adopted by the council 
But the apoftlei chofe rather to obey 
God than man. They continued to 
preach, and to affirm, that God bad 
railed from the dead that Jefus whom 
they had crucified^ and had taken him 
up into heaven. 

Whence were the apoftles animittea 

with fo great courage? They who 

had before difcQvered fuch mark^of 

> timiditjT; 
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^midft^, as te bttakc Aeittfelv6s W k 
ftlmcfiil flight wtite the thfcmieS df 
their mafter came te a^ptfchtod him? 
*— when the tooft rrfoli!i«e am6hgA 
thein, at the af^mach o( dahger, hiH, 
the weatkntfs to dehy tMt ht ktitW 
this Galileah ? In this time fef pfeti, 
rfiey betrayed a WMfdice which cah 
hardly, be cxfcufeds Ihiy forfcfok tfiifc 
mafter who& miracles they h^d fechi 
whofe doftrifie, having for a Ibhg 
tim« heard, they efteemied as divine, 
and whofe powers fe feperlor to thi 
laws of nature, they had fo often ad- 
mired. 

After his death, hlS diTcipleS would 
have dchied him, if that death had 
not been follb>Ved by a refurreftidil; 
Without this laft circumftance, no 
credit would have been given to what 
he had &id« His difciples would hd 
longer hav* cherilhed the hopes of a 
M 2 fecoM 
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fecond and glorious appearance 6[ 
their mafter. They woiild no longer 
have expcfted a part, cither of his 
kingdom^ or of the falvation he was 
to procure for his people, or of thofe 
bleflings which he was to diipenfe. 
They muft have been obliged, with 
(brrow and confufion, to confefs, that 
they had been deceived, and to re- 
turn to their former occupation of 
fifhing. Such is the condu6t which 
they muft have been determined to 
follow, by the common difpofitions 
and feelings of human nature. And by 
this condudl they might naturally hope 
to efcape that punifhment they had rea- 
fon to apprehend, for conceiving the 
horrid defign of publifliing a faUhood, 
which they perfeftly knew to be fuch. 
For what could be more abfurd or 
contrary to common fenfc, than to ex- 
pofe one's life, in order to_ perfuadc 

the 
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die world that a man was the Son of 
God, whofe death had attefted the con* 
trary ? — who had ufurped the title of 
Mefliah, and fuffered himfelf to be ho- 
noured as fuch, though it muft be 
neceflarily known that he was not the 
promifed Saviour ? 

The mortification alone of being fb 
cruelly duped, muft have been fuffi- 
cient to have caufed in the minds of 
the apoftles, a deteftation of the memory 
of him whom they had regarded as 
the Son of God — who had impofed 
himfelf on them as the promifed 
Mefliah, to which glorious charafter 
he had no pretenfions. They had, 
befides, other more urgent motives to 
induce them to withdraw themfelves 
from him, or to deny that they had 
been his difciples. Their mafter was 
delivered up to the Jewifh counol 
without making any refiftahce— was 
^ M 3 reduced 
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t^edvced to ihe loyfcQ: ftate of igno- 
niiny> and Offered; a ihame&l d^ath. 
What could the difciples exped[, but 
cruel perfccutions— -the hatred of 
&ofe whopi their maftec Gould not 
oppc^e, ai>dj in a word, mi^^ry and* 
misfortunes of the worft kind 2 It 
^ppearSj thaj: in the whole courfe of 
their 1^, they fought no temporal r^ 
connpence : and bow could: they ex» 
peft it, when they perfevered in theic 
defign of fupportmg an impofture ? 
The fccular arm was againft them.; 
and they muft have been convinced in 
their own confciencc, that they were la^ 
bouringfof the glory of a man, who was 
now unmafked to the world, and they 
themfelves could not but confefs, 
was not he who was promifed. By 
what means could they have gained 
profelytes to a man, who fo litde 
merited efteem and refpeft ? 

Certain 



TO HIS ^AVCHTEIU t&f 

Certain it hi tiiat their adtions were 
different from the ordinary cond^ft of 
mankind i neidser did they feem to be 
directed by dsofe paflSons and inclina-^ 
tions which have reigned in all hearc^ 
in all times> and in all countries-^ 
This JefuSy whom you have crucified^ 
is the San of I>avidy the amintidcftbt 
Lordj the Redeemer of I/rad. This 
they boldly dared to aflfer^ in tho 
midft of priefts armed with church 
authority— in the midft of a multitude 
of people who had fccn Jefus expire; 
and who bcKcvcd as a certain truth, 
for which they had the teftimony ot 
dieir own eyes, that he was only a 
mere man. Whence proceeded that 
heroic firmnefe which never aban.^ 
doned the minifters of our Saviour, 
and which, in the midft dC z fhowcr 
of ftones, ihone with triumphant 
brightnels in the countenance of 
M4 St. 
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St. Stephen? Whence that un- 
daunted intrepidity, which the firft 
preachers of the gofpel carried with 
them before the tribunal of em- 
perors, brfore kings, amongft Ao 
moll enlightened nations, and in all 
parts of the world ? which Ipirit of 
fortitude they preferved, without di- 
minution, for many years, even tp the 
end of their miniftry, 

I am aware, that, in all rimcs> 
men of a warm temperament, and 
zcalpufly attached to any favourite 
doftrine, have maintained it with 
invincible courage, amd have laid 
down their lives in fupport of it, 
though the dodlrine was, in fadl, 
erroneous. This idea occurred to 
me, from confidering the conduft 
of the followers of Mahomet i who, 
inflamed with zeal, have Ipread his 
doftrine from place to place, not in- 
3 timidated 
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timidatcd by the profpeft of dcath> 
to which they were expofcd in the ac- 
complifhment of their grand dcfign. 

To thefe I might add the martyrs 
of Japan, who fufFered death with 
great .refolution, for a kind of Chrif- 
tianity that they profeffed, which, at 
leaft amongft the greatefl: part of 
them, may be called prejudice or in- 
fatuation; becaufc none of thofe nu- 
merous believers were iacquainted with 
the fcriptures, though they feemed to 
die in defence of a doftrine which was 
there taught. 

This enthufiafm, I muft confefs, is 
no proof of the truth of thofe dogmas, 
for which their advocates are infpired 
with fuch ardent zeal. Though it 
mufl; be allowed, that the doftrines 
for which the martyrs already men- 
tioned fo earneftly contended, were 
not unmixed with truth; and it was 
principally thefe truths which kindled 

that 
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that zeal which rendered fo con^« 
cuous the difci}^es of Mahomet> as 
well as the inhabitants of Japan. The 
former acknowledged the unity ot 
God> in oppofition to the potytheifin 
of the heathens; and though the 
doftrincs they received were human, 
they had, however, die effeft of dif- 
pofing them to reverence the true 
Saviour. 

But there is an cflcntial difference 
betwixt this kind of martyrs and thofe 
who, at the price of their blood, ren- 
dered themfelves a teftimony of the 
divinity of Chrift. The Japanefc 
fufFered for a fyftem which was 
taught him, but of the truth of which 
he had no other proofj than the cbn-* 
fidence which he placed in his in- 
ftruftorsj who were not, however, 
witneffes of the fafts which diey 
maintained. His death hath not 

proved 
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proved that Jeliis Chrift was crucified^ 
more than a thoufand years before^ in 
Pakftine, and that he was truly the 
Saviour of the world. The Japanefe 
had been only informed of thefc 
things; he had not feen them; he had 
not compared the writings of che 
prophets with thofe of the apoftles^ 
neither had he weighed the faft re- 
fulting from it, that Jefus was of a 
truth the Saviour of men. This he 
had been fimply told, and upon no 
other evidence he believed it ; and as 
it is the cuftom of that people never 
to temporize on account of any vio- 
lence employed againft them, this 
but the more confirmed him in his 
perfuafionj becaufe his perfecutors, in- 
ftead of endeavouring to convince him 
by argument, attempted to terrify 
kim by menaces and punifhments. 
The Japanefe might be a man of 

honouri 



^■. 
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honour, though his faith might be er- 
roneous. — ^With refpe6t to the apot 
ties of our Saviour, one of thefe two 
things mud be admitted s either that 
their teftimony is true, or that they 
were remarkable impoftors. If the 
miracles attributed to Jefus were not 
really performed; if it be not true that 
he rofe again; and ftill the apoftles 
affirmed thefe two things, they muft 
then be regarded as deceivers and falfe 
teachers, who fpoke of fa6ts which 
they affirmed to have Teen, though 
they were not fufceptible of illufion, 
nor were their fenfes liable to be im- 
pofed upon. They declared, that 
they had feen a dead man raifed from 
the grave; had converted with their 
mailer feveral days after he was rifcn; 
had feen him many times after he had 
been three days in the fepulchre; had 
touched him, had heard him Ipeak, 

had 
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had received his orders and inftruc- 
tions, and were with him at the very 
tincie when he afcended into heaven. 
All thefe circunaftances were fubjeft 
to the examination of the fenfes; they 
could therefore judge of them with 
certainty. If then the apoftles had 
not feen thefe things, or any refem- 
blance of them, they cannot be con- 
fidered as enthufiafls adhiated with a 
good defign. They were, I again re- 
peat it, deteftable impoftors, who dc- 
ferve the contempt of mankind, for 
prefuming to aflert as a truth, what 
they were well convinced was falfe. 

But to return to the queftion, which 
I have already propofed. Whence 
proceeded that heroic courage, which 
ftimul^ted men fo timorous, fo much 
attached to the prefent life and its ad- 
vantages, to announce Jefus as the 
Saviour of the worlds 4nd even in 

the 



174 BARON HALLER's LfiTTERS 

the prefencc of his ulutxierers, after 
that his death had pofitively decided 
this point fo much to his tdi(kdvan* 
tage, and had feemingly retaoted 
every appearance of doubt? We caft 
aflign no other reafon but thfa — ^They 
had adually feen him before htt 
death perform many itiifacies^ and 
after his death rife ag^n^ The power 
of God, which extends even -to the 
dead, (hone fo confpicuoufly in Chrifli 
that they could not but perpeivc in 
him all the traces of the promifed 
Mefliah. His apoftleft were perfedly 
latisfied, froni the teftimofty of rfieir 
own fenfes, and the conviftiott of 
their own minds, that Jfefus was the 
Son of God. They could not there* 
fore difavow it, or deny what diey 
^ere well perfuadcd wa6 true. Thi$ 
it was which made diem feck death 
wiA a kind of impatience, that they 

mighc 
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mi{^t meet their bencrolent maftcr^ 
and receive from him the recampenie 
of their bdx>urs. Neither the hatred 
which they incurred, the petfecudon 
which they fufffered, nor death itfei^ 
could feparate them from him whom 
they efteemed as divine. 

The frequent converfarions which 
they had with him, after his refur- 
redtion, diffipated all their doubtSy 
and wrought in the minds of the 
apofties, a perfuafion fo perfeft and 
entire, that Thomas addreffed him- 
felf in terms which none of the reft 
had yet employed — My Lord and my 
God! This would have been faying 
too much to a man, if he had not tri- 
umphed over death. But Chrift fuffer- 
ed him to make ufe of this language^ 
even praifed him for it, and confidered 
it as an inflance of his faidi, that 
he had called him not only God, bu( 
4 bis 
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bis God. This remark will fenrc as 
an anfwer to the inference drawn by 
thofe perlbns, who have coUcfted from 
the gofpel, all the paflages where Jc- 
llis Chrift, during the time of his 
humiliation, appears to be inferior to 
the Father. 

At prefent there is evidently a per- 
fe£t connexion in the hiftory which 
the apoftles have ^ven of Chrift. 
They announce to the world the 
glory and elevation of the promifed 
Meffiah, whom they had feen from 
the beginning, and in every ftage of 
his life. He was not only a teacher 
fent from God, but one who per- 
formed fuch works as were contrary 
to the ordinary courfe of nature. 
Thefe two circumftances had no other 
cffedt upon the apoftles at firft, than 
to convince them that he was the 
prophet which God had promifed to 

his 
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His people. But at the time of his 
fufFerings, and of his death, their 
faith was ftrangely ftaggered. ** Wc 
" hoped," faid they, forrowfully, " that 
^' this was He who (hould have re* 
" eftablilhed the kingdom of IfraeL" 
— At this moment of fear and appre- 
henfion, Chrift appeared again alive. 
This refurredion removed every 
doubt. They faw in him the glory 
of an uncreated being; they acknow- 
ledged him to be their God; they 
lived for him, and for him they con- 
lented to die. This conviftion, which 
God, who had appeared to them, and 
whom they had fcen, had operated in 
their minds j this irrefiftible convic- 
tion, I fay, conduced alfo to the con- 
verfxon of the world. 

The Jews, who, by their feditious 

humours, had obliged the judge to 

pafs fentence of condemnation againft 

N Jefus— 
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Jcfus— thofe Jews, who, at the time 
of his death, infulted the apoftlcs with 
the bittereft railleries, fell at his feet a 
few days afterwards, and at the feet 
of thofe men whom they had fo 
much defpifed. They entreated the 
difciples to make known to them the 
way of eternal life. — " Men and bre* 
« thren," faid they, "what fhall we do 
*' to be faved?" — The important in- 
ftruftions they received on this occa- 
fion, were not delivered fix)m the 
feat of Mofes; nor by men autho- 
rized to teach, as being the fucceffors 
of the prophets; nor by a Gamaliel, 
highly refpeded and efteemed as the 
oracle of the people 5 but by the ob- 
fcure followers of Chrift, who had at- 
tended him the whole time of his 
miniftry, had learned his doftrincs, 
and been enlightened by his divine 
leflbns. 

Here 
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Here then is difplayed the power 
of that conviftion, which, according 
to the promife of our Saviour, in- 
fpired a fmall number of laymen 
whofe minds had never been culti- 
vated by education, with the moft 
exalted fortitude. It was this which 
gave them fb eminent a fuperioricy 
over the philofophers and great perlbn- 
ages of that age; and at laft confound- 
ed and put to filence every effort of 
human wifdom. This fame fpirit ma-' 
nifefted itfelf ftill more remarkably in 
the condudt of St. Paul. The zeal 
with which he was enflamed enabled 
him to make fome impreffion upon a 
Pagan king, of a debauched and vi- 
cious life; who, when he had heard 
him, and was moved by the thunder 
of his eloquence, afcribed it to a de- 
privation of reafon. 

It was this convidtion which pro- 
N 2 duced 
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duced in the difciples of Jefiis, a con- 
tempt of death; and, under the dailjr* 
expcftation of martyrdom, enabled, 
them to contemplete their approach- 
ing end with chearfulnefs and joy.^ 
This efFcft may be alfo afcribed to 
the longing hope and defire they en- 
tertained of bemg with Chrift, to the 
fanftity of whofe charafter, and the. 
mightinefs of whofe works they had 
been ocular witneffes. If the great- 
nefs which they attributed to him> 
were an impofition, or the confc- 
quence of a difbrdered imagination, 
what could be their expeftations 
from men in dying for him ? Would 
not the dread of punifhment have in- 
duced them to put off the rnalk? 
Could they, in the midft of that afto- 
nifhment and repentance which now 
filled their troubled minds, have be- 
held, without fear, the preparations 

for 
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for a death which they juftly merited, 
by prefuming to publifli falfe miracles, 
in order to impofe on the world? 
Yet their writings breathe nothing but 
conftancy, refolution, and tranquillity, 
at the very time when they were fur- 
rounded by the horrors of deaths 
They Ipoke of their departure, and of 
other circumftances relative to their 
approaching end, with a calmnefs and 
ferenity of foul, not to be changed 
jby any impending danger; they tri* 
umphed in th^ nudft of the fevereiit 
jortyres^ 



N 3 LET. 
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LETTER X. 

The truth of Chriftianity proved by miracUu 
That the apoftles pojfejfed the pvwer of ivork- 
ing miracles, admitted hy free-thinkers, and 
t^en hy Middleton him/elf The ahfurditf 
of the contrary fuppojition demonfirated frm 
the epiftles of the apoftles to the firft Qhrifiian^, 
The reformation cf religion, in thefe latter agts» 
from the errors of/uperftition, 

IN order to ftrengthen the faith of 
the apoftles, and give a fanaion 
to thefe firft preachers of the gofpcl, 
God enabled them to perforin mira- 
cles, but in the name of Jefus. They 
cured difeafes; and though they pof- 
feffed neither filver nor gold, yet they 
commanded the lame to walk, and 
they did walk i the dead to be raifcd, 
and they were reftored to life ; which 
miraculous power has not been dif- 

putcd 
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puted to this day, Middlcton himfelfi 
who was an avowed free-thinker, and 
difputed the power of the church in 
the firft ages to work miracles, has 
neverthdefs acknowledged it in the 
apoftles. 

St. Paul, the moil aftive of all the 
apoftles, has expreffed his fentiments 
upon this fubjedt with fuch fimpli- 
rcity, and with fo great confidence in 
the goodnefs of his caufe, that they 
furnilh a teftimony too ftrong to be. 
wantonly attacked, — " There are," 
fays he, ** diverfities of gifts, but 
" the fame fpirit. And there are di- 
^ verfities of operations, but it is the 
*^ fame God, which worketh all in 
'^ all. For to one is given by the 
*' fpirit the word of wifdom^ to an* 
^^ other the gifts of healing i to an* 
^* other the working of miracles ^ to 
f^ ^pother prophecy; to another ^i- 
N 4 ^^ ven 
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'* vers kind of tongues ; to another 

*' the interpretation of tongues. All 

*^ are members of the fame body; fo 

" that one member ought not to 

*^ defpife another. All thcfc gifts 

" have their particular ufes i the eye 

*' and ear are both neceflary organs 

*^to the bodyi the members there- 

*' fore are mutually fcrviceable to each 

" other. Thus God hath let fomc 

"in the Church; firft apoftles; fc- 

« condly, prophets j thirdly, teachers j 

'^ after thefe, miracles ; then gifts of 

** healing ; and afterwards diverfities 

*f of tongues'* (this the apoftle hath 

put in the laft place). " All," added 

he, " are not apoftles; all arc not 

«* workers of miracles ; all do not 

*^ fpeak with tongues ; thefe gifts arc 

*^ divided ; but without charity, the 

*^ gift of prophecy, and the knowledge 

** of languages, acquired not by ftudy, 

^^but 
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« but by the communication of the holy 
** fpirit, are but as founding brafs^ or a 
«* tinkling cymbal." — " I love rather/' 
fays he, in his letter to the Corin- 
thians, " to fee you invefted with the 
^* gift of prophecy, than to fpeak in 
** unknown tongues -, for a prophecy, 
^* and a knowledge of the fecrets of 
*' the heart, produceth a more cer- 
^f tain conviftion in the minds of your 
^' auditors." — The power of reafon- 
ing was much efteemed by this holy 
apoftle, on account of its utility, and 
the efFefits it was capable of producmgi 
though he poflfeffed, in an eminent de- 
gree, a fupernatural knowledge of lan- 
guages. Upon this principle, he ad- 
vifcs the Corinthians in what man* 
ner they fhould employ their feveral 
^fts in their public affemblies j he 
directs, that one Ihould ^ve place to 
finother, for the exercife of the ta- 
lent 
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lent peculiar to each, in order thereby 
to promote the edification of all. 

We will fuppofe, my daughter, for 
a moment, with the incredulous of 
the age, that miracles are things im- 
poffible; that the Chriftians of the 
firft ages had no fupernatural gifts; 
that they performed no miraculous 
cures 5 that the power of fpe^king 
languages was a mere chimera, as well 
as that of difcerning fpirits, or difco- 
vering the fentiments of other men; 
how great then muft have been the te- 
merity as well as extravagance of St. 
Paul, in prefuming to impofe upon the 
Corinthians — men of ingenious, pe- 
netrating, and irritable minds, whom 
the fmalleft difflenfioi^ would ^afily 
provoke — a number of fabulous and 
ridiculous ftories, for real fafts, 
though they all knew them to be 
felfe, or, at leaft, might have fully 

fatisfic4 
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fatisfied themfelves in this particular! 
Would not thefe Greeks, who were 
much addifted to raillery, have re- 
plied in fome fuch infulting manner 
— " What does this frantic prater 
*^ mean by his extraordinary gifts, 
*^ who has not fo much as made his 
*' appearance amongft us ?" 

Thefe Greeks, however, whofe ta- 
lent for ridicule and criticifm was he- 
reditary, read, with patience, the let- 
ter of St. Paul ; and humbly fubmit- 
ted to his remonftrances, as to a fer- 
vant of God. They excommunicated 
an offender upon his reprefentation, 
and deprived him of all communion 
with them, until they were aflured 
of his repentance; they adopted fuch 
regulations as he propofed, and bore 
his reproofs with fubmiffion; being 
perfeftly perfuaded, that he was en- 
dued with divine gifts, and that the 

leflbns 
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Icflbns they received from him, with 
rcipe6t to their conduft, were wife 
and prudent. 

We muft here remark, that the apof- 
tles of Chrift did not exercife the gife 
with which they were endued, in pri- 
vate, nor in the prefence of a fmall num- 
ber of witneffes, who might have been 
procured by collufionj but publicly, 
Peter and John healed a lame man in 
the temple, about the ninth hour of d)C 
day, or, according to our method of 
computing time, about three hours af- 
ter noon, which was the hour of public 
prayer, when there was a great con- 
courfe of people in the temple. Paul 
and Barnabas had as many witneffes, 
when they healed a great number of 
perfons at Iconia. It is an eafy mat- 
ter to work miracles among fuper- 
ftitious people, blinded with zeal,- 
elpecially when force is employed to 
X over- 
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'Overawe difputes and filence honeft 
incredulity : — But in the prefent cafe 
miracles were wrought in the midfl: 
of the moft inveterate enemies to the 
name of Chrift, and in the prefencc 
of thofe who were fully invcfted with 
the power of punifliing them -, and in 
whom it was a point of honour to dif- 
cover any dcfeft, or even fufpicion, 
in every miracle that was done in 
that name which they held in fuch ab-- 
horrence. 

The moft learned amongft the dif- 
ciples of Mofcs, fpared no pains in. 
.their refearchcs and examinations ; 
but it was not with the light of truth 
that they endeavoured to expofe^ what 
they judged erroneous in the doc-, 
trine of Chrift. Their only expedient 
was to filence tbofe by compulfion,, 
who maintained a different opinion—- 
a conduct entirely confiftent with that 

litdenels 
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Httlcnefs of foul which the wcaknefs of 
their caufe inlpired. 

Thefe miracles were not perfbrmedi 
as I obferved before^ in fecretj nof near 
the bed of the fick perfon, furrounded 
by his family, who, in fuch cafes, would 
confider every favourable change that 
might happen in the difeafe, according 
to its natural courfe, as a particular 
mark of the kind interpofition of Pro- 
vidence : but they were done publicly, 
in the prefence of thoufands of wit- 
neffes; their effeft was fudden and 
riieir operation inftantaneous, which, 
in the ordinary progreflion of nature, 
would have been flow and tedious. 
Thefe cures were effected without the 
afliftance of any vifible means; no 
fuperftitious remedies were applied; 
no amulets or confecrated talifmcn 
were employed; they were performed 
through the invocation of that God 
^ who 
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who hath eftablifhed the laws of na- 
ture, and who hath the power of fuf- 
pending their aftion in fuch circum- 
dances, as his difpenfations for the 
benefit of mankind may require. 

God, however, did not work mira- 
cles 'in a profufe manner, and with- 
out any defign. He vouchfafed to dis- 
play thefe prodigies to mankind, in 
order to confirm or introduce fomc 
great truths, which men were not dif- 
pofed to receive. Miracles were per- 
formed when Mofes endeavoured to 
feleft a race of people from the reft of 
mankind, that they might be preferved 
in the profeffion and belief of a pure 
religion, which was repugnant to their 
natural inclinations. — Miracles y^tre 
wrought in the times of the idolatrods 
kings of Ifrael, when the true worfhip 
began to be corrupted, and idolatry 
to be inftituted in its room ; becaufe 

the 



192 BARON HALLERS LETTERS 

the Almighty chofe to prcferve amongft 
them, a knowledge of the truth, and 
the expechition of a Mefliah that was 
to be bom of that people. Jefus and 
the apices were endued with the 
lame lupernatural power, in order to 
cifcablifh the true religion, which had 
in a manner difappeared from the 
face of the earth; and to inform men, 
that pardon for fins was not tQ be 
procured either hj money, or d« 
performance of fimple ceremonies; 
that God required, as a neceflary {Mt- 
liminary, purity of heart, and an entire 
reformation of manners; and that the 
c:xp:ation of fins could be made by 
no odier means, than by the latis&c- 
tion of a mediator. God, out of com- 
paflkm to mankind, hath judged thefe 
cm Wiijch eternity depends. 



impaitant and intercfting enough to 
of his abfolute power 
over 
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cvtr nature, that he might there-* 
by eftablifh them. When the doc- 
trine of Jefus had made a fufficicnt 
progrefs amongft men, and was deeply 
rooted in their minds, there was then 
a ceflation of thefc miraculous gifts j ad 
being no longer neceflary: and wc 
have no inftances, at lead fuch as iare 
well attcfted, that God, in latter times, 
hath conferred on any individual thefc 
fupernatural talents. 

God was pleafedi at a fubfequent 
period^ to reform the corruptions 
which had crept into the Chriftian 
doftrine in the courfe of ages, and to 
bring to light thofe important truths 
Which had been long forgotten; a- 
hiongft which was, in particular, that 
finfiil man could not be reconciled 
to God by any means, which fufFered 
die depravity of his heart to remain 
tmrcformedk He did not eftablifh 
O this 
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this truth in any other way, than 
by enabling men to compare the or* 
dinances and precepts of the prevailing 
religion with thofe of the immediate 
foUowers of Chrift, which ought to 
be a rule of faith, and a model for all 
agesi and by placing them m a con* 
dition to oppoie to the eftabliihmefits 
then fubfifting in the church, thofe of 
the primidve dmes, whoie promulg^* 
ors were the difciplcs of Jefus. 



LET- 
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LETTER XI. 

The tmdena of Cbriftianitj, though not of tbi 
nature of mathematical demonftration, fufficiita 
to convinct evtry candid mind. Suh/ime r#- 

^ prifentation of the Supnmi Beings Di^imtj 
rf Jefus Chriji ajferted in ofp^tUn t% Soci- 
nians. Myfteries no ohjeSion to Cbrijtianitj. 
This truth illuf rated hj federal philofophical 
phfervationt. Obfervatiom on the nuordFer* 
Jhnf improperfy* '« ^he author* s judgnumt, 
applied to the Deity. Nec^fitj pf a difviae inr« 
diaitr and ittfirn&or. 

I BELIEVE,— nay, I know for a 
certaintyi that Jefus was a juft 
man; that he wrought miracles 1 and 
that he was really the perfon foretold 
by the ancient prophets. We find ia 
him, all thofe charaderiftics which 
were to diftinguifh the meflfenger lent 
from God. It is but a mere evafion to 
afil^rt, by way of juftifying our incre- 
O 2 dulity, 



196 BARON HALLER's LSTTI^S 

dulity, that thofc truths, from whence 
we ought to derive our oh\y confola^ 
tion, arc not mathematically demons 
ftrated. The united teftimony of fb 
many witncflcs who were never fuf- 
peded of a combinadon, and who 
never retrafted what they had faid; 
the proo& whidi preceded the coming 
of our Saviour^ thofe which accompa- 
nied it, and thofe wluch followed, I 
meah the miracles of the apoftles^ are fo 
many concurrent teftimonies <^ truth, 
that it is impoflible they Ihould all 
have met exadly at the fame period^ 
and formed, as it were, a mals of evi« 
dence, for no other purpofe but to give 
to falfehood the appearance of trudu 
No man who Ipeaks with fincerityi 
t^iU entertain any doubt of the exift- 
cnce, the vidories, or the murder of 
Julius Caefar, 

If dicn there arc prooft fufficient for 

US 
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US to believe that Jefus was a teacher 
fent from God — we mull neceflarily bcf 
Kevc all that he faid. If he have nei- 
ther himfelf deccive4 fhc world, nor 
been the agent of any impoftor, ought 
we not to conclude that his word is 
truth? I am fiilly con^oed, my 
daughter, of the abfolute infinity qf the 
Supreme Being. Though our capaci** 
ties are limited, we have a certain rule 
whereby to judge of the greatneis of 
God, which is circumfcribed within no 
bounds. The univerfe, of itfelf im^ 
meafurable ill its extent, whprc the 
Jaws of nature are infinitely progret- 
five, and not to be limited by human 
reafon— this univerfe, in which are 
placed thoufands of funs, more re^ 
fplendent than this lower fyftem, one qf 
the fmalleft planets of wliiglj we in- 
habit, where ^re placed millions of men 
^nd ai^imals— -this univerfe, I fay, whe- 

o 3 ih?r 
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thcr we confidcr it in a comprchenfivc 
view^ or analyze but the minuted part 
of it, evidently dilplays a wife and 
almighty Being, the common cre- 
ator of all things. The moft perfeft 
and ingenious performances of manj 
will not bear a comparifon with any 
of the works of God. His duratioA 
alio, will give us fon)c &int idea <^ 
his infinite grcatneis. This duratioiii 
is without beginning; the fame to- 
day as yefterday. It furpafles, it is 
true, our comprehenfion; we arc finite 
beings, and therefore our exiftencc 
had a beginning; fb that we cannot 
conceive in our minds, a Being who 
hath always exifted. And when we 
extend this idea to eternity, diat i% a 
duration without end, it is an abyis, 
^here reaibn is loft and confounded. 
*We fee, however, in very intdli^bk 
tharaAers, (hat God is the eternal and 

invariable 
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invariable Sun, placed, as it were, in 
the center of this immenfe fyftem, to 
enlighten and fupport it* 

Men are apt to form too humiliating 
an idea of the great Govemor of the 
world J they reprefent him too much 
like themfelves, and confine his 
power to this fmall terreftrial Ipot. 
They have even circumfcribed his 
protedlion to one nation alone, amongft 
the many upon the face of this earth. 
The knowledge I have of nature, has 
infpired me with other ideas of the 
omnipotence and greatnefs of God, 
before whom our globe is but as a 
grain of fand. On this account, when 
I (peak of a man to whom the divine 
nature is united, I confefs that this in- 
comprehenfible myftery aftonilhes me. 
Such a thought could not of itfclf 
have entered into the mind of. man, 
neither could he have expcfted to fee 
O 4 an 
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an infinite Being united with one 
that was finite. No mortal could 
have prefumed to look for fuch an cx- 
cefs of goodnefe on the part of an 
infinite and eternal Being, if this myf- 
tcry which furpafles hunian imagina* 
tion had not been reveled. 

But he, who can neither lie nor 
deceive, hath exprefsly informed u% 
that Jefus of Nazareth was a man, the 
fon of David, born of Mary, brought 
up as another man s fybje<% to the in* 
firmities of human nature> fuch as 
hunger, thirft, grief; that he fenfibly 
felt th^ veight of his fufferings, that 
he was ev^n aflfcfted by the anticipa- 
tion of them; and that at laft he 
concluded the courfe of his life by 
an ignominious death. In his human 
ftate, he acknowledged the fiiperior 
power of his father; he humbled 
bimfelf before him, and even invoked 

his 
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}ns name $ he reprefented himfelf as 
the way which was to condu6t us to 
the father; he called himfelf the en- 
voy and minifter of his father j and it 
Tvas through his name that he per-» 
formed miracles. 

We Ihould betray the caufe of 
truth, and aft in repugnance to our 
own confcience, were we to aflert, 
that we could fee nothing in Jefus, 
but a defcendant of David, and a mere 
man. I am often aftonilhed at the 
incQnfiftency with which we may 
charge a very numerous feft, who ad- 
mit of revelation, and yet deny the 
divinity of Chrift. They fcem to me 
to adt with lefs candour and integrity 
than thofe who rejeft it altogether ;-— 
becaufe receiving as true the exprefs 
tcftimpnies which have been given of 
the extraordinary qualities of Jefus, 
they believe, upon that principle, the 
truths which he has eftablifhed. 

Chri{^ 
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Chrift fpake of himfelf, in terms 
which €videndy. difcovercd a dignity 
more than human — " Before Abraham 
•* was I am ; I came down from hea- 
** vcn, where I dwelt with my fethcrj 
«* I came from him -, I return to him, 
** where I was before, and where he 
** loved me from the foundation of 
** the world. I am the way, the truth, 
*« and the life ; he that believcth on 
«* me, Jiath everlafting life ; the Fa- 
^* ther hath put all things into my 
•* hands; I will draw all men to mcj 
** he is in me and I in him. He who 
** hath feen me, hath feen the Father j 
" I and my Father are one ; all that 
** is his is mine j I will fend you the 
** comTorter from my Father ; all 
** men fhall appear before the throne 
** of my glory j thefe I will receive 
'*into everlafting felicity, but thofc 
" Ihall go away into everlafting dark* 
2 "ncfs. 
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** ncfs. Baptize ye in the name of 
« the Father and the Son/*— He, wha 
was far removed from all human va- 
nity, who, in the time of his humi* 
lity, would not accept of the epithet 
of good, becaufe it belonged to God 
alone, and becaufe he who addreifed 
him did not acknowledge him for 
God— he, who had thus^ voluntarily 
humbled himfelfi fufFered without any 
reluftance Thomas, one of his apof- 
tles, after he was convinced of the 
reality of his refurredtion, to call him 
his Lord and his God. His difciples 
worfhipped him when he afcended in- 
to heaven. And as he had faid him- 
felf, that before the creation he was 
with God, fo his beloved apoftle, . 
John, faid, \iktm{ej that the word was 
with God, and the word was God.—Sa^ 
lutatiofiy honour and glory to our God, 
%obo is Jeated on the throne^ and to the 

lamb 
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lamb who was put to death fir the fins 
rf the world. — All tbingSy fays St. 
Paul, were made by him j thrones and 
dominions are his workmanjhip. 

I fee no alternative; if Jcfus be true, 
and if he came from God, he is fupc- 
rior both to men and angekj he 
who is from all eternity, is divine, 
adorable, and is united to God by 
the moft intimate connexion. 

We cannot form any idea of tbi$ 
union of the eternal Being ^ith ^ 
mortal man, who, in this ftate liyed 
about three-and- thirty years; — butcaa 
we conceive, with more accuracy, the 
connexion of the foul and body ? For 
we are compofed of two fiibftances. 
The one thinks, perceives, judges; 
though it is without parts and with- 
out extenfion : the other, on the con* 
trary, poflfefles thefe properties. Theft 
fubftances fo different are, J^owcyer, 

united. 
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United, Every human creature is 
formed in part of grofs particles of 
earth; but quite contrary is the eC- 
fence of my foul. I perceive the 
fhock which my body receives^ and 
I obferve that it moves at the volition 
of the foul. This union is incom- 
ptehenfiblc, but it is not the lels 
realj our own fenlations confirm it 
daily* Our inability, therefore, to com-* 
prehend an union of a ftill higher na- 
ture, can form no argument againfl: its 
cxiftence. But this is not the only 
fad which we are unable to devdopc 
and explains we cannot underiland^ 
for inftance, the nature of motion; 
hotr it paffes from one body to a- 
nother; how it leaves one to agitate 
another, without fufFering any alter-* 
ations in itfelf, or permitting us to dii^ 
cem whether it is any thing extended, 
corporeal, or that may be meafurcd* 

Therefore 
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Therefore of all the objeftions propo- 
fcd by unbelievers, there arc none more 
contemptible than thofe, which are 
drawn from the difficuly of compre- 
hending the manner in which things 
exift; or that which, in the language of 
the fchools, is termed their eflence. 

When God commanded the laws of 
nature to fulpcnd their operation; 
when he inveftcd Jefus with a power 
of railing the dead; when he commit 
fioned him to explain this great myt 
tery — bow the fins of mm could be far ^ 
donidi it was eafy to forefee, and very 
reafonable to conjedhire, that this di- 
vine meflenger would inform us of 
many things, which are incomprehcn- 
fible by the human mind, and which 
no language could clearly cxprefs or 
develope. When he talks of the pro- 
perties and attributes of the Supreme 
Being, is there not as much caufe for 

aftonifhment. 
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^onifhment^ as if he had ^ken 
of things incomprchenfible ? 

We find, however, no contradiftion 
in theie myfteries; and though we 
cannot underftand their manner, jret 
it is not impoflible for us to fee die 
adequacy of the means ufed for accom- 
plilhing the ends defigned In this 
point we cannot be deceived. 

God hath joined the foul to the 
body, the divine to the hunnaii na- 
ture; a being indivifible, fimple, im- 
meafurable, without extent^ without 
any corporeal property, to a body in-, 
finitely inferior to it ; this is a truth of 
which we are abfblutely convinced* 
Though a dilquifition of^ diis nature 
fidls not within my prefent defign, yec 
the confideradon has been ufeful to me 
by way of exan^k. 

That a Being, incorporeal and indi- 
vifible, governs- the world ^ and that 

aU 
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all motion is derivied from him^ 
though the operation is invifible, arc 
truths univerfally believed i Why then 
may he not aft upon fpirits, immatc«i 
rial and indivifible like himfelf? 
Why is it impoffible, that the Divine 
Attributes^ fuch as wifdom> goodneis, 
juftice, the power of working mirar 
cles> ihould be imparted to a created 
ipiritj and difplayed in him> though 
after a particular manner? 

I am no theologian^ and there- 
fore do not employ thofe terms of 
art which have been invented by the 
difputants^ on the uicamation of our 
Saviour, and the union of God with 
Chrift. I muft, however, remark, 
that the word ferjon is improperly* 
ufedi lince it implies, as tytrj one 
knows, a thing different from every 
other thing, which thinks, wills and 
afts for itfelf only. Now we cannot 

fuppoft 
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fuppofe any fuch diftinfbion in the 
Divinity. I think, however, that the 
words of our Saviour hinmfelf, oblige 
me to believe, and with a full acqui- 
efcenCe of faith, that JefuS was not a 
fimple man, nor even a mere angelic 
being ; but that the Author and Crea- 
tor of all things, hath united himfelf^ 
in an incomprehenfible manner, to be- 
ings which are not pure fpirits, to the 
human foul of Chrift, that in this foul 
were vifibly manifefted divine qualities 
and perfections i and that this union 
of the Divine with human nature, was 
in Jefus fo intimate and perfeft, that he 
both thought and afted as God thinks 
and a6ls — and that it was with juftice, 
therefore, that divine honours were 
paid him, and that he was called 
God. 

This myftery appears to me the lefi 

ftrange, as I clearly difcern the rea- 

P fon^ 
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fons which induced the Supreme Be^ 
ii^ who is infinitely merciftil, to 
unite the Divine and the human na« 
ture. 

When we fay, that the Divinity, 
which fo infinitely furpaffes our con- 
ceptions, departs, on certdn occafions, 
from the ordinary method of govern- 
ing the univerfe; that it hath wrought 
miracles f that out of many nulHoni 
of human ibuls, it iekfted one in or- 
derto be joined with it; I can concent 
that fome great advantages muft refult 
from fuch an extraordinary and unex« 
ampled effufion of grace and benefi- 
cence i and that the wifdom of God 
hath not adopted this plan, without 
having fome important ends in view. 

It was necefiary that the perfon 

ehofen to execute this fcheme, (hould 

be of eminent dignity j fince he was 

to come into the world, to reveal the 

a truth— 
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truth — to perfuade men of the cer« 
i^nty of anodier U^, and a fucum 
judgment — to eftablifh foch a fyftem 
of morality as might fanftify us, ren- 
der us acceptable to God, reform the 
human heart, and incline us to deipife 
the things of this world, or at leaft to 
hold them in no greater eftimation 
than they deferve. Experience hath 
often demonftrated, and indeed the 
nature of things will not permit it to 
be otherwife, that a ^an fubjeft to 
error and to fin, is not a fit inftrument 
to fucceed in an enterprise of thi» 
kind. He who is polluted with vice, 
deprives himfelf of all that audioritf 
and refpeft which is neceffitry to 
command the minds of others, and 
to fubjugate the human paffions. He 
who is obnoxious to error, may 
miftake in his endeavours to diftin- 
guift) good fix)m evil; he may err in 
Pa his 
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his judgment of what is true and what 
is falfe, and may therefore ground his 
precepts on wrong principles ; he may 
exa(Jt. from thofe he inftrudtsj too 
much or too little. A flave to his 
fenfes, and to whatever flatters them, 
can he hope, that his dodtrine will 
gain much credit, when he recdm^ 
mends the purfuit of thofe things 
which are above, rather than thcfe 
which are on earth? — Thofe which 
are eternal, rather than thefc which 
are but temporal; the preference of 
futurity to the prefent moment ? Or, 
Avhen he defcribes the purpofes and 
attributes of God, will his difcourfes 
be much attended to ? He might rea- 
fon, I confefs, and draw fuch inferences 
as reafon would approve of i but his 
fchemes would be imperfeft, and his 
fyftems deficient in the moft efTential 
part: upon fo weak a foundation, 

he 
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he could not eftablifli a religion, ca- 
pable of extending its influence to our 
condu6t and deportment. 

It was not enough, that Socrates 
profeffed fo pure a morality; or that 
the eloquent Epiftetus poffeffed all 
thofe talents which diftinguiihed the 
Greeks from other nations. Thofe 
imperfeftions which are infeparable 
from human nature 5 the defefts, 
which we difcover in Marcus Aurelius, 
and in Socrates, whom we have al- 
ready mentioned — the virtue of the 
former being principally calculated to 
Ihine upon the ftage; and the mind 
of the other not being exempt from a 
propenfity to voluptuous pleafures— 
thefe circumftances could not fail to 
deprive their doftrine of that afcen- 
dency which it ought to have had over 
the hearts of men. Epidtetus was 
but a feeble light in the midft of ^ 
P3 few 
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few fiiends; he could not, like the 
fun, illuminate whole nations, cauie 
the feeds of virtue to geraiinate, or 
infiife into them a vivifying princi- 
ple. Confucius alfo wanted a greater 
degree of fervency 5 his dodxine was 
capable of rendering the people obe- 
dient to die laws of emperors, but 
not to thofe of God; it might make 
them citizens, but not truly pious i it 
might give to its difciples the appear* 
ance of virtue or wifdom, but could 
not render them really good. 

To Jefus was commftted the charge 
of reforming mankind, of imprefling 
fentiments of duty upon whole na- 
tions, and of rendering thofe impref- 
fions permanent, as the means of at- 
taining to eternal happine^. This 
commiffion he hath executed j neither 
was any other perfon qualified for fo 
important an office. For eighteen 

centuries 
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centuries we have reaped the fruits 
of his coming into the worlds our no- 
tions of the Deity are more perfeft 
than were thofe of the headiens; wc 
Jcnow what we ought to do to pleafe 
him ; we have the firm afliirancc of 
a future life, and have received a fyf- 
tern of morality, pure and compieat. 

To accomplifh this grand defign^ 
it was neccflary riiat the Mediator 
fliould be exempt from evil, nor 
ihould even be accufed of any 5 that 
he fhould have a perfeft knowledge 
of the divine Being, and of eternity j 
and that in all difficult cafes which 
might arife in the excrcife of his im- 
portant commlfTion, a wildom, free 
from error and incapable of being de- 
ceived, fhould diftate to him how he 
fhould fpeak, and fhould fo diredt 
him in all his adions, that he fhould 
neither fear the ingenious maUce of 
P 4 men, 



ai6 BARQN HALLER's LETTERS 

men^ nor the farcaftical fophifms of 
a Julian -, but fhould be able to defeat 
all the efFort3 of Jewifh obftinacy, 
nor fhould be in the leaft affedted 
by the fatyrical refleftions of incre- 
dulous men. The power of working 
miracles, which was either to be ex- 
erted or fufpended, according as cir- 
cumftances offered, ought not, by an 
cfFeft of vanity fo infeparable from 
the human heart, to be difplayed, 
on the one hand, with too much 
pomp, or on the other, with any 
appearance of ambiguity; that the 
Jews might have no room to exercife 
that malevolence fo charafteriflic of 
their nation. Such a Mediator mufl not 
be liable to any furprize of the fenfes ; 
no criminal pleafure, no pafTion of 
whatever kind, mufl tarnifh the pu- 
rity of his conduft ; he mufl be void 
of every inclination to anger j neither 

mufl 
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muft the fear of death allay his zeal, 
or weaken his efforts to accomplifh 
the glorious ends for which he was 
to come into the world. 
* In a word, fuch a Redeemer muft 
be more than mere man; becaufe a 
man is always expofed to error and 
to vice. But the Divinity with which 
Jefus was inverted, rendered his wif- 
dom compleati banifhed every pat 
fionj direfted his miraculous powers; 
fpoke through him in a manner not to 
be imitated by all the eloquence of 
man J maintained him conftantly in a 
right courfe of aftion, without de- 
viating from the great defign which 
was the objeft of his heavenly miffion. 
This Jefus, who from the beginning 
had been with God, who was come 
from God, was alone capable of re- 
vealing his counfels to men. He to 
whom the Father had committed all 

judgment. 
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judgment^ could alone inform meo 
what the Divine Jultice had prepared 
againft the workers of iniquity. Thii 
union of God with Chrift was doubt* 
kis a mark of goodnels worthy of our 
admiration^ without which the com- 
ing of Jefus into the worki had been 
ofnocfFeft. 



LET- 
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LETTER XII. 

not Jefiu Cbrift was a facrifice for the fatU^ 
foQion of DMni Juftictt proved from tb§ 
writings of the prophets ; from thofe of th§ 
apoftles ; and from the declarations of our So* 
^viour himfelf Inconfftency of thofe ivho admit 
the Divine infpiration of the fcriptures, yet 
deny the do&rine of the fatisfa&ion made for fat 
hy Jefus Chrift. 

THE embaflfy of Jefus Chrift 
had other objefts in view, more 
important ftill, if that be poffibic^ 
than what we have aU*eady mentioned; 
for the accomplifhment of which, it 
was not fufficient that he Ihould be a 
mere man. 

The defign he had formed, was not 
only to inftru6t men in the truth, but 
principally to reconcile them to God^ 
I have faid, in a preceding letter, that 

the 
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the means of this reconciliation was 
a myftery, which mankind have en- 
deavoured in vain to difcover j which 
the greatell fages have examined widi 
much cagernefs and afliduity; but 
which it has been impoffible for man 
to unravel. 

All nations have had fome confufed 
ideas of it, fome faint reprefentation, 
which they had derived from a tradi- 
tion that had been handed down 
from the firft of men. They thought, 
that atonement might be made for 
iSn by facrifice, or by fhedding the 
blood of fome animal. Mofes, who 
was commiflioned by God to infti* 
tute a ceremonial worfhip, as being 
beft adapted to the genius of the peo-» 
pie amongft whom he eftabliflied it, 
becaufe they were not fufceptible of 
other impreflions than thofe of the 
fenfcs, retained and faii6tified thtfe 

facrifices. 
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lacrifices. But it was eafy to perceive 
— God had very intelligibly explained 
himfelf upon this fubjeft— that the 
blood of animals could not efFedt a 
reconciliation with hinm ; and that the 
fins which reigned in the corrupt 
hearts of men, were not to be obli- 
terated by fuch kind of fines or ran- 
Ibms. The defign of thefe ceremo- 
nies, was only to remind them of their 
fubjeftion and dependance on that 
fovereign Being, who was the dif- 
penfer of all temporal bleflings — to 
inform them that they were finners, 
and that they could exped the par- 
don of their fins from his grace 
alone. 

In the mean time the means of re- 
conciliation had been revealed by 
God, and that upon an early and 
important occafion, when fallen man, 
confcious of guilt, ftood trembling 

in 
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in the prefence of his oflFended Maker. 
We find fome oudines of dicfe means 
in the Pfalms, which fpeak of a fuf- 
fering Saviour; and thofe Pfalms were 
more ancient than Homer. But 
Ifaiah, who lived before the time of 
Confucius, the philofopher of China, 
hath clearly unfolded this myftery. I 
will not repeat the texts which have 
been already quoted, I will only cite 
a remarkable paffage of this moft 
eloquent of the prophets. — " He was 
^ wounded for our tranfgreflions, he 
** was bruifed for our iniquities." 

*' He is come who muft execute 
** all the promifes of God; he forc- 
** warned his difciples that he muft 
*' fufFer, but that his fufFerings would 
'* be to their advantage; and that he 
*' ihould voluntarily lay down his 
^* life*. He died for men, and gave 

• Matt. xxii. a8. John v. 18. 
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^ his foul a ranfom for many. He 
^ ordered hjs difciplcs to folemnizc 
** the remembrance of his deaths 
^ which was to be obfervcd in aftcr- 
** ages, by the fymbols of bread 
•* and winei the former being brokca 
*^ was to reprefent his body offered 
'^ to God for the falvation of men; 
'* and the latter was to fignify, that 
*' his blood was (hed for the pardoa 
•* of fins *. He declared before his 
** death, that to drink his blood and 
•^ to eat his flefti, were the indifpenfa^^ 
** ble means of obtaining remiflioa 
•* of fins f. He faid, that he (hould 
*^ lay down his life for his fheep J, 
•* That greater love hath no maa 
^^ than this, that a man lay down 

• Matt. xxvi. i6, 27. 

t Mark xiv. 22. et feq, Luke xxii« ii. 
19. et feq. i Cor. xi. 24. 
X John X. 15. 
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^' his life for his friends ; that is, for 
" thofe who keep his command- 
" ments *• That God fo loved die 
*« world, that he g^ve his only be- 
" gotten Son, that whofoever believ- 
** eth in him fhould not perifh, but 
*^ hare everlafting life j-." 

After his refurreftion, he laid to 
his difciples — " Ought not Chrift/* 
(i. e. according to the ancient prophe- 
cies) " to have fufFered thefc thingSj 
" and to enter into his glory :(; ?" It 
is this point of doftrine that Philip 
the apoftle explained to the cham- 
berlain of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians §. 

The difciples of our Saviour were 
more explicit upon the fufFerings of 

* John XV. 13. X Luke xxiv. 26. 

t John iii, 16. § Adts viii. 30. 

their 
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their divine mafter, and upon the 
happy confequences of them. John 
fays*, " And he is the propiriation 
" for our fins j and not for our fins 
^* only, but alfo for the fins of the 
** whole world*— He faw the Lamb, 
^' which was flain, and hath redeemed 
** us to God by his bloody out of 
*' every kindred, and tongue, and 
** people, and nation f.— Peter adored 
** the Deliverer, who hath borne our 
*' fins in his body upon the crofs, that 
" we being dead unto fiin, mi^t live 
** unto righteoufnefsi by whofe wounds 
*^ we are healed." 

St. Paul, whofe zeal much contri- 
buted to the progrefs of the gofpeig 
defcribes in a particular manner, the 
advantages of this dodrine* *' Be- 

* 1 Epiftt ii. a. f Apoc v. 9. 
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•* ing juftified freely by his grace, 
" through the redemption that is in 
" Jefus Chrifti whom God hath fet 
" forth to be a propitiation, through 
'Vfaith in his blood, to declare his 
" righteoufnefs for the remiflion of 
" fins." — In another place he fays, 
** But God commendeth his love to- 
** wards us, in that, while we were yet 
^* fiAners, Chrift died for us. For 
" if when we were enemies, wc were 
« reconciled to God by the death 
** of his Son, much more being re- 
" conciled, we fhall be faved by his 
«^ life.— He was delivered for our of- 
*^ fences, and was raifed again for 
*^ our juftification. Chrift died for us, 
** according to the Scriptures. — One 
*Vhath died for us, to the end that 
*' we might all live for him who 
*^ died/ and is raifed again, for us. 
■•* — God hath been reconciled to us 

*^in 
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^ in jefus. — He, who knew no fin, 
*^ was made fin for us, that we mi^t 
" be made the rightcoufnefs of God 
**in him. — Chrift hath redeemed us 
" fi-om the curfe of the law, being 
^* made a curfe for us j for it is writ-^ 
*' ten— C«fySri is every one that hangetb 
^^ on a tree. — In him^ and by hia 
^' blood, we have the redemption 
" and pardon of fins. — Chrifl: hath 
** fo loved us, as to give himfelf for 
*^us, an offering and a facrificc ta 
*^ God, for a fwcet-fmclling favour* 
^^ — He gave himfelf a ranfom for 
*^ all, that he might redeem us from 
** all iniquity." 

Thefe texts may fcrve as a founda-* 
tion to a great number of others, in 
all which there is a frequent repeti- 
tion of this great truth—** This is life 
** eternal, that they might know thee 
** the only true God, and Jefus Chrift> 
Q^a **whom 
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«whom thou hiaft fent ♦." — " That 
** there is no other name under hea- 
^ ven, which hath been given to men, 
** by which they can be faved/* 

I would therefore, my dear child, 
recommend to you, as a thing very 
neceflary, to read, without any prgu- 
dice, thefe expreflions which I have 
taken from the facred writings; and 
fo confider what is their proper 
and literal fcnfe. We are not yet 
arrived to fo great a pitch of infidelity, 
as to deny the exiftcnce of a God; 
every work of creation loudly con- 
futes this hypothefis: but there arc 
many who cannot digefl; the doArine 
of a Saviour fufFering for mankind, 
the merits of whdc death are im- 
puted to them; they love rather to 
diftort the meaning of fcripturc, and 
to explain it contrary to the rules of 
• John xvii. 3. 

ibund 
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found criticifmj they had rather rc- 
je6t the whole, than agree to the opi- 
nion, that man flood in need of a 
ranfom. We fhould have lefs reafon 
to expoftulate with thefe men, than 
With the atheifts, if it were not proved, 
that the doftrines revealed are the 
word of God and of truth. But to 
acknowledge the. divine origin of the 
Chriftian religion, and refufe to be- 
lieve that Jefus died for us, and that 
he hath reconciled us to God, is an 
inexcufable contradiftion, as well of 
i.tfelf, as of the truth v^hich is ad- 
mitted. It was not poffible to ex- 
prefs in terms more clear than reve- 
lation has exprefled them, thefe 
important doftrines — That men, by 
their fins, had forfeited the favour 
of God; but that God, out of his 
infinite love, had promifcd them, by 
his prophets, that he would fend his 

0^3 ^^^y 
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only Son into the world; that he 
accordingly came at the appomted 
time, and, in conformity to the pr6- 
phecies, fuffered and was put to 
death; that his fufFerings have fatis* 
fied the Divine Juftice ; that he hath 
purchafed the pardon of fins to all 
thofe who believe in him, and hath 
rendered them capable of inheriting 
eternal life; and laitly, that there is 
no other way to appeafe the juftice 
of God, than by faith in his Son. 
I have here only defcribed this doc- 
trine, as we find it in the fcriptures; 
I have not yet attempted to prove 
the truth of it.— I have obferved, 
and with concern, that Chriftians, 
when (peaking of thefe matters, have 
often employed very unbecoming ex- 
preflions, fuch as, God is horny God is 
dead; they feem, indeed, juftifiablci 
but^ at firft fight, convey to the 

mind, 
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mind, an idea at which it revolts; 
becaufe the Supreme Being is necef- 
farily eternal and infinite, never ccafed 
to be, and therefore was not born in 
time ; much lefs could he be fubjeft 
to fufFerings, to forrow, or to deaths 
Jefus, indeed, hath fufFered j he hath 
endured inexpreffible forrows 5 hrs 
will, though abfolutely rcfigned to 
that of his Father, could not, how- 
ever, withftand the feelings of human 
nature, infomuch that he prayed to 
his Father, that the bitter cup might 
pafs from him. The extreme anguifli 
of his foul, caufed drops of blood to 
fall from his eyes; and fo much was 
he depreffed, that be had required the 
confolations pf an angel. None but 
created beings are fpfceptible of pain; 
but we apply the common modes of 
Ipeech to objefts of an incorporeal 
pature, without perceiviiig the abufe 
CL4 of 
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of them. No man, who knows God, 
chat is, who has fuitable ideas of his 
nauire, will aflert that he has fuf- 
fered. 

But this is not the only difficulty. 
Modern philofophcrs will not ac- 
knowledge that mankind could be fo 
corrupt as to excite in the Deity any 
dcfire of punifhing them. — They will 
not allow, that one being could be 
condemned to fuffer for another; or 
that the righteoufncfs of a juft man, 
could be of any avail to a finncr. 
But they do not confider, that the 
Divine Juftice required a lacrifice 
which was neceffary to effe<St a recon- 
ciliation with God. This denial of 
the neccflity of the merits of Chrift's 
fuffcrings, is an opinion very preva- 
lent at prefent, and which threatens 
the total ruin of Chriftianity. For 
to give up this effential doftrine of the 

neceflity 
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. heceffity of a fatisfaftion, what is it 
but to renounce our feith in Jefus 
Chrift, who died for our fins, and rofc 
again for our juftification ? At prefcnt, 
I am arguing with fuch perfons as 
believe in divine revelation. As to 
thofe who do not ; I have already, if 
I am not miftaken, evinced, (hat the 
fcriptures are indeed the word of God, 
by proofs and arguments fufficient 
to imprefs every unprejudiced and 
candid mind with the fuUeft convic- 
tion. With regard to thofe who are 
perfuaded that the fcriptures are the 
word of God j I flatter myfclf that it 
wiir be no difficult matter to bring 
the queftion in difpute to a ftiort iflue. 
— The fcripture is true — the fuffer- 
ings of Chrift, or the merits which 
we afcribe to them, are fo clearly 
taught, that they appear to be the 
grand defign, or the very fpirit, as 
2 it 
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it were, of this fcheme of redemption ; 
which truth if you admit, you mufl: 
then acknowledge the merit of the 
fufFerings or the death of Chrift.— 
They certainly do not a6t with can- 
dour and fmcerity, who attack fomc 
certam truth, which forms a part of a 
body of doftrine, that we admit to 
be true and unexceptionable. Can 
we efteem the integrity of thofe, who 
having embraced as holy and divine, 
a compleat fyftem of doftrine, per- 
mit themfclves afterwards to rejeft, 
openly or fecretly, the moft eflen* 
tial parts, as contrary to found rea* 
fon? 

Truth fears not the fevereft exami- 
nation. I will therefore offer thofe 
reafons, which induced me to confi- 
der the fcheme of redemption, not 
only as a revealed truth, but as a 
reafonable doftrine, and confonant to 

the 
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the ideas which I have of thejufticc 
and goodnefs of God. 

I will not, however, go fo far as 
to fay, that this manner of punilhing 
and of pardoning, was the only pof- 
fible way which God, in his infinite 
wifdom, could adopt. God is Lord 
of many thoufand worlds, which, rea- 
foning from analogy, may be inha- 
bited by other thinking beings. We 
know that there are beings fuperior 
to man, amongft whom fin hath in- 
troduced itfelf J and that this fuperior 
order of intelligences, is employed by 
God, as his inftruments in the go- 
vernment of the world. In what man- 
ner does he there punifti faults ? Or 
how does he reclaim delinquents if 
they offend ? Here I have not even a 
conjefture tq offer. — The only example 
we have in fcripture of the punifla- 
fpent of angels, gives us room to con- 

clude^i 
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' dude, that God hath employed quite 
different means, in order to demon- 
ftratc the hatred which he hath to 
evil. We are there informed, that 
thofe fuperior beings, aflruated by 
malice and envy, revolted againft 
God, and were therefore punifhed 
with great feverity. It is fufficient 
for us to know, what is our duty to- 
wards God,, and what is his m^ner 
of proceeding in regard to us. 



LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 

Depravity of human nature. Divine luifdom and 
goodne/s in recovering mankind from a ft ate of 
fin and mifery. Of the duration of that pu^ 
niflfment ivbich foilvws vice^ as its natural or 
judicial confequence in any order of intelligent 
beings. The conduct of Divine Grace juftified 
in the eye of reafon. General fketcb of tbi 
Chriftian religion. Its fuitablenefs to the con* 
dition of finful and ivretched men. Its vifibU 
effeHs on the leaft cultivated minds ; and in the 
lower ranks of life. Dejperate folly of reje^" 
ing a revelation from God, lecaufe *we cannot 
raife our minds to a conception of all the Divine 
ideas, nor comprehend every part of the plan of 
redemption, 

THE objeft which I have had in 
view, in the preceding part of 
this work, and that to which I have 
confined tnyjfel^ has been to flicwi 
that human Tftiture is in a ftate of the 
deepeft depravity and corruption; 

that 
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that God cannot look upon (in hut 
with abhorrence and indignation ; that 
he regards it as an objeft that deftroys 
all title to his countenance and &vour; 
that he confiders vice as a thing which 
is fubvcrfive of the good order of the 
world; that it became the righteous 
Governor of the univerfc, toftigmatizc 
and to punifh it by certain vifiblc 
marks of his difpleafure: but that) 
on the other hand, virtue is to the 
Supreme Being, an objeft of compla* 
cency and delight. Thefe things then 
I (hall take for granted; nor Ihall I 
add or repeat any thing in order to 
fupport their truth or juftice. 

An univerfal degeneracy had over-' 
fpread the world; that reverence and 
worfhip which dependent creatures 
owe to the Author and Preferver of 
their being, had vanifhed from hearts 
enflaved by every guilty paffion 

and 
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and impure defire. Eternity was for- 
gotten : the threatening afpeft of this 
dreadful objeft, no longer difturbed 
the repofe of mortals; every aftion 
of man was an infringement of the 
laws of God. And though the fuis of 
men could not difturb the felicity of 
the Divine Nature, which is infinitely 
above the reach of human malignity, 
yet they were a direft violation of the 
Divine laws — Laws founded in the 
very nature of things, and which fix 
the merit or demerit of every aftion 
and every thought with unerring juf- 
tice. 

The greateft part of mankind were 
reduced to fuch a ftate, that the pu- 
rity and holinefs of God could not but 
difapprove their aftions, and confider 
them in a rebellious and criminal light, 
—Had it been better for God to have 
abandoned them entirely to the evil 

con- 
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confcquences of their viciotis indiiMU 
tions, and totally have withdrawn his 
patronage? The Divine Goodnefs 
judged otherwife; he oiadc a trial of 
this defolate and abandoned condition 
in beings of a fuperior order — in intel- 
ligences more perfed:; who, though 
immaterial, and therefore not depend- 
ant on the body, or fubjedt to the 
fenfes, withdrew their obedience from 
him, though they were not undef 
any invincible neceffity of yielding to 
temptation.' 

God had a paternal tenderncls for 
man; but how was he to deliver him ? 
To fufFer fo great depravity to remain 
unpunifhed, would have been a6ting 
in repugnance to the Divine Nature, 
to which the love of good is eflcntial, 
and, on the contrary, the difapproba- 
tion of evil. But the indignation of 
God is hell: and if he had permitted 

a guilty 
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9l guilty world to continue in the com- 
miflion of crimes; if he had aban* 
doned finful men here below, and to 
all eternity, to this mifcrable condi- 
tion, without difcovering his hatred 
of fm, he had been no longer Judge 
of the world: his reafonable creatures 
would have had no recompence to 
hope for, from their attachment to 
virtue; and no punifhmcnt to fear 
from their indulgence in vice: they 
would have loft all refpeft for that 
juftice which is eflential to his nature, 
nor have fubmitted to thofe laws, 
whofc violation was attended with 
no prejudice. All order would have 
been confounded; and the natural 
connexion that there is betwixt the 
good aftions of intelligent beings 
and happinefs, betwixt their bad ones 
and unhappinefs, would have been 
diflblved- 

But do men always become better 
R by 
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by chaflifements ? Do thefe compel 
ihem to be good? — Let us refleft on 
the condition of the fallen angels j we 
have no reafon to think that their 
punifhmcnt, the natural effe6t of their 
. malice, hath wrought any change in 
their tempers. And when we take a 
view of thofe men who have groaned 
under the weight of God's difpleafure, 
we fhall find, that his chaflifements 
have feldom made any durable im- 
preffions, or produced any reformation 
of the will: and if we extend our re- 
fearches to Chriftians, who enjoy the 
_ comfortable hope of a Deliverer j we 
. may obferve, that malefadtors during 
their captivity, have very rarely made 
atonement for the crimes which they 
had committed againft fociety, but 
. have rather been the more confirmed 
,in their wickcdnefs: defpair has of- 
ten blackened their thoughts, and ex^ 

alperated 
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.afperated their malignities, Sicknefs, 
accompanied with pious exhortations, 
have fometimes produced virtuous re- 
folutions ; but they have vanifhed, as 
foon as the patient has been reftored to 
his healch, 

Punifliments, It has been faid, 
ought not to, be eternal; becaufe 
they muft tend to the reformation of 
men. But will the punifhments of a 
limited time, as a few years for in- 
ftance, or even for ages, produce in 
man an eternal obedience; fince, in 
comparifon of eternity, any dura- 
tion which we may affign to thefc 
pains, will be but infinitely fhort? 
Would that impatience, that mur- 
muring, that reftleflhefs under the 
judgments of God, which thefe li- 
mited fufFerings produce, be removed 
by new affliftions ? and from this mode 
of /eafoning, would there not be rc- 
R 2 quired 
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quired a prolongation of chaftifemcnts? 
The knowledge, which we have of the 
human heart, will not permit us to 
hope, that the efficacy of puniihment 
can convert vice into virtue. And 
God, who perfeftly knows us, knows 
alfo, that this limited puniihment muft 
in the end terminate in that which is 
eternal. 

In anfwer to this it hath been faid 
— May not the grace of God aft 
immediately upon the depraved and 
uninformed mind, to enlighten and 
to fanftify it; to infpire it with wif- 
dom and virtue, and transform it into 
a new creature ? But according to this 
opinion, no fatisfaftion will be made 
to the Divine Juftice. Intelligent be- 
ings, after having tranfgrefled the 
laws of their fovcreign Mafter, would 
obtain the greateft rewards without 
feeling the leafl: cfFeft of the indig- 
nation 
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nation of God, or, in other words, of 
his abhorrence of evil. Befides, the 
infeparable connexion which there is 
betwixt bad aftions and the natural 
confequences of the difapprobation of 
God, would be broken. God tteats us 
as reafonable beings, endowed with 
the liberty of afting: his grace fur- 
niflies us with means which are com- 
patible with this free-will ; as, exhor- 
tations, counfels, and powerful incen- 
tives; but, at the fame time, hath 
left us die power of refiftance* With- 
out this liberty, we fliould be abfurd 
and contradiftory beings, having the 
faculty of reafoning, but controuled 
by the influence of fome exterior a- 
gent, which would impofe as una- 
voidable a reftraint upon our wills, as 
if we were wholly deftitute of the ex- 
alted faculties of liberty and under- 
ft<£nding* Our aftions would not be 
R 3 o]ur 
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our own ; befidcs, there muft be tMs 
alternative — either man \v9ui4 be a 
mere machine^ whojly dife&pd by 
fome fupernatural impreffipns, with^ 
out the power of afting; or elfe 
there would remain in the hearts of 
men; even thofe improved by grace, 
a number of imperfedtions which 
could not render us acceptable to 
Gpd; or exempt us from punilhment. 
The Deity does not aft like the kings 
of the earth, who pardon many errors, 
and even crimen — who can efteem 
fubjedts which are ufeful to them; 
whom they can alfo recompence, 
though, in fome refpefts they are 
reprehenfible ; becaufe they perceive 
that ther^ is no perfon, however ca- 
pable pf ferving and pleafing them, 
that is abfolutely exempt from faulty. 
They raife to honour and preferment, 
thofe in ^honi good qualities pre- 
dominate 
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dominate over bad, and who have 
faithfully acquitted theoifelves in the 
employments with which they were en- 
trufted. In God, all is order, and 
that in the greateft perfevSlion i his 
weights and his meafures are therefore 
pcrfe£t. No evil thought that enters 
into the heart of man — no criminal 
defire can there meet with indulgence. 
In proportion to their turpitude, God 
will regard them with difapprobati^n 
and abhorrence. He weighs all tranf- 
greflions in the fcalc of equity ; he 
enters them in the books, which will 
be opened at the great day of ac- 
counts: and if they are infcribed in 
the regifter of human iniquities, they 
will alfo be found in the bpok of pu- 
nifhments, which are deftined to every 
man according to his works. Tlie 
beft of men, by reafon of their imper- 
fedtions, y/ill be, by turns, the ob- 
R 4 jefts 
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jcfts of God's favour and difplcafurc— 
will be alternately obnoxious to pu- 
nifhnmcnt, and in a condition winch 
will entide them to reward. 

In the times in which we live, I may 
be thought, perhaps, too fevere ; but 
I fpeak from the authority of fcrip- 
ture. Man, in this life, cannot at- 
tain to perfedt virtue, even though 
God ihould condefcend to direft him 
by his grace. The juftice of mortals 
is far from being immaculate; this 
imperfeftion may, perhaps, be a pre- 
fervative from greater evil. Many of 
the fins to which we are fubjeft, re- 
main buried with us in the grave. 
The love of voluptuoufnefs follows us 
not to eternity, any more than avarice. 
The firft of thefe vices has no means 
of gratification when the foul is fepa- 
rated from the body j the other will be 
deprived of its objed in a place, where 

the 
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the metal it was fo fond of amafling^ 
will not be found. — But there is ano- 
ther vice much more odious, which 
hath a powerful influence over the 
foul, and which may follow it into the 
world of Ipirits. This vice infefted 
the feraphims, and was produflive of 
much vexation Jn the habitations of 
the juft. The vice I mean, is pride. 
Human virtue, imperfedt as it is, is 
often tamilhed with this fault — a fault 
more odious to God than any other, 
and whicfe may even render us un- 
happy in heaven itfelf. Pride is that 
internal fatisfaftion, or that compla- 
cency, with which we confider our 
own perfeftions. It prefumes to call 
God to an account, and prevents us 
from acknowledging our obligations 
to him. We may obferve in the works 
of Seneca^ the pride with which the 

riiea 
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men of that age, becaufe of fome vir- 
tues that rendered them beneficial to 
dicir country, exalted themfelves a- 
bove the Divine Nature: and even 
annong true Chriftians, in that church 
which calls itfelf the reformed, thFs 
▼ice hath blended itfelf with their vir- 
tues* 

Arc not the imperfedtions of men 
the moft efFedual, though at the 
fame time the moft mortifying means 
of repreffing this pride? God would 
not remove from St. Paul every moral 
defeft, though this apoftle fo often 
rcquefted it by earneft prayer: it was 
neceflary for him to be imperfeft, that 
he might perceive how much he ftood 
in need of grace. It is, indeed, im- 
poffibIe*tfiat man fhould of himfelf 
attain to a degree of reftitude abfo- 
lutely frtc from fault. And God, 
perhaps, may defign by this, to cherifh 

in 
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in the hearts of men, fentinncnts of 
humility. This faultlefs perfeftion 
will never be confirmed by the omni- 
potent fanftion, till it has paffed the 
judgment of his great tribunal, and 
enjoyed the ineffable light of God's 
prefencc^ before whom there is no dark- 
nefs. 

The fufFerings of a Mediator was 
another of the means chofen by God, 
of reconciling us to himfelfj this 
fhould likewife create in us an humble 
difpofition. God was inclined to favc 
mankind, not from the righteoufncls 
of man himfelf, pr from any merit of 
his own, but only through the re- 
demption which is in Chrift, It is 
by faith that he is juftified, and not 
by the accompliftiment of the law. 
This is the invariable doftqne of re- 
velation, as preached both by St. 
Paul and by our Saviour himfelf.— 

" Without 
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** Without me ye can do nothing.— 
*' This is life eternal, that they be- 
** lieve in him whom God hath fent. 
^ Man, juftified by the grace which 
** is in another, hath no caufe for 
** pride or vanity," 

The plan of redemption adopted 
by God, is perfeftly confonant to the 
inclinations moft prevalent in the heart 
of man. It operates both on his hopes 
and fears; without hope, malice 
would carry itfelf to the laft extre- 
mities; without fear, the paflions 
would know no bounds- Fear is ex- 
cited by the feverity with which the 
Mediator of men hath felt the efFefts 
of the hatred that God hath for fin. 
Jt has been already mentioned, and I 
take this opportunity of repeating it 
— that Jefus, in the laft hours of his 
life— in that dreadful night which 
he paffed in the Mount of Olives— 

funk 
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funk under the weight of the indig- 
nation which God hath to fin; his 
foul was forrowful even unto death; 
in the midft of the pains which he 
fufFered upon the crofs, he complain- 
ed, that God had forfaken hioi. 
What then muft be thofe fufFerings 
which could make fuch an impreflion 
upon a foul like our Saviour's j who, 
knowing beforehand all that he mud 
fufFer, did not voluntarily expofe him- 
felftoit? 

Thefe terrible efFefts of the hatred 
of God to fin, mull juftify the Divine 
purity in the eyes of all intelligent 
beings ; they fufficiently prove the ab- 
horrence with which the juft Judge of 
tlie univerfe contemplates evil, and 
that he could not pardon the (inner with- 
out chaftifement. This proceeding 
was likewife neceffary to reconcile the 
rights ofjuftice with the claims of mercy 
§ —that 
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—that the one might be iatisficd with- 
out prejudice to the other* The minds 
of men muft be feizcd with a ra- 
tional fcar> when they perceive, that 
the punifhment of their faults was ine- 
vitable, and that it fell with ib great 
violence upon him who had devoted 
himfelf as a facrifice for them — who, 
thpugh fortified by the divinity that 
was within him, felt, nevcrthelcfs, fo 
great inquietude for the fins of others. 
Muft they not tremble to fall into the 
hands of the living God, who, in re- 
fpeft to fin, is a fire which devours 
and which confumes, and who fpared 
not the fins of men, in the perfon of 
his beloved Son ? 

And indeed, fince the reconciliation 
which hath been cftablifhed betwixt 
God and finful man, the impreffion 
that the fufFerings of our Saviour 
muft naturally make on our minds, 

continues 
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continues to difplay the efficacy of 
them. But yet without faith and obe- 
dience we cannot enjoy that pardon 
which is the fruit of the fatisfaftion 
made to the juftice of God. When 
we are remifs in the performance of 
thefe coiTditions — when we negledt to 
appropriate to ourfelves the promifed 
pardon, by an aftive and operating 
faith ; when, by a frefli revolt, we adt 
in oppolition to thofe eternal laws 
which prohibit vice, but which re- 
quire the praftice of virtue, we lofe 
all pretenfions to the redemption 
which Jefus hath acquired for us, and 
we again incur the indignation of God, 
whofe feverity is fo apparent in the 
fufFerings of Chrift. 

But the efFeft of this fear is render- 
ed ftill more -efficacious, by the hopes 
which the fame objedt creates in our 
foul; God is appeafedi he confiders 

fin 
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fin as blotted out ; his grace difplays 
in us thofe happy influences, which 
all thofe experience who do not vo- 
luntarily rejeft them* The Saviour 
himfelfi who hath difcharged our 
debt, and paid our ranfbm, promifcs 
us his afliftancc. He is gone up into 
heaven, where he has prepared man- 
fions for thofe who follow him. The 
defigns of God towards us have been 
revealed ; the way which will condudb 
us to happinefs is known ; conditions 
have been propofed j and the means 
of conforming ourfelves to the ordi- 
nances of God, have been communi- 
cated. This is that conformity which 
will render us acceptable to him ; and 
his favour is true happinefs. 

We know the importance of eter- 
nity; we are well convinced, from 
the indubitable teftlmony of him who 
hath been fent to us from the eternity 

where 
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where he dwelt, that we are called to 
life everlafting ; and that unchangeable 
happinefs will be the rewards of thofe 
who are faithful in this fhort fpace of 
probation. 

We are not ignorant of the ftrift 
juftice of God, from the forrowfiil in- 
ftancc of our Mediator who fufferedfiir 
us: the condition of men who dif- 
pleafe him will be miferable, as it 
will be glorious to thofe who are ob- 
jects of his graces this is a truths 
of which no reafonable man will doubt. 
Two Ways are open before us j the 
one, though mortifying to our fenfeSj 
will ncverthelefs become more agree- 
able, through his grace, and will in 
the end conduft us to unalterable fe- 
licity :— the other, though it may gra- 
tify our inclinations for a fhort time, 
will at laft plunge us into an abyfs 
of endlcfs wretchednefs. There are 
S no 
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no perfbns ib well inftrufted in die 
motives for an holy life, as the pro- 
feffi>rs of Chriftiamcy. They are per- 
iedly ^miliar even to perfons of a 
common underftanding s and in com- 
parifon of the certainty of their per- 
fuafion, the conjedures and reafbnings 
of the ancient j^iloic^ers were like 
fliadows which were too tranfient and 
inefficacious to make any imprefliOQS. 
Every Chriftian can confiilt the ora- 
des of revelation^ and by the 6vour 
g[ this divine lig^t, can penetrate in- 
to dioie myfteries^ which were un^ 
known to the world before die comii^ 
of the Mediator fent by God. Anoong 
die moft illiterate^ thofe who are con- 
ftandy occupied in p^n^ii^l labour, 
and in provkiing for their daily wants, 
we may, neverthdeis, difcover fomc 
fentimcnts of relig^on^ animated by a- 

zealy 
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eeal^ and fofcened by a contentment 
which can only fpring in our bofoms, 
from the comfortable affuranccs of 
the Gofpel of Chrift. 

This world is only a place of trial, 
where the weaknefs of man is ftrength- 
cned by the power of grace communi- 
cated by God. Before the coming of 
our Saviour, men were bewildered in' 
error ; were led aftray by the violence 
of their paffions, and wandered abouf 
like loft Ihcep. But when the great 
Shepherd appeared, he called together 
the fcattercd flock — he went before 
themi and condufted them into the way 
ivhich leads to heaven : his country ijs 
ours ; hie hath paid for us thofe debtp 
which we were not able to difcharge ^ 
we are born again j the re-eftablifhi- 
ment ef our primitive innocence be- 
gins with this new life. 
. . The jufticf .of God is fatisfied by 
S 2 the ' 
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communicated the merciful defigns 
of God concerning our falvation— that 
his juftice hath been fatisficd by the 
voluntary fufferings of the Saviour j 
and that he hath opened a way to the 
throne of grace, where we may be re- 
ceived as unpolluted beings. 

This is a Ihort view of revelation. 
From what has been faid, it is eaiy to 
perceive, that it was neceflary for us to 
have for a mediator, or for a propitia* 
tor, (for fo the fcripture calls him) 
fome perfon who was holy, innocent, 
and without fault. A fmful man might 
havefufFercd for himfclf only; though 
I fee no reafon to believe that his fuf- 
ferings would have been fufficient even 
for himfelfj but moft afluredly they 
could not have made atonement 
for the fins of another, becaufe he 
would himfclf have been an object 
S3 of 
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of the indignation of Godi diere 
would have been wanting fome other 
theans, foreign to himfelf, to har^ 
procured his own pardon. 

But the wifdom and goodnefi; of 
G6d hath executed what was beyoiid 
the abilities of man. The Dirinitjr, 
nOiiich dwelt in the perfon of the Me- 
diator,, hath hi^Iy exalted him; the 
ibccours which it afforded^ rendered 
hinn abiblutely juft and incapable of 
fins the voluntary facrifice which he 
hath ofiered for the fins of the world,, 
ttras free from all blemilhj and hath 
fcfeen accepted by the perfcft juftice of 
G^; whO], in the pedon of him, 
wl^oie innocence was immaculate^ 
hath fully 4Ucoyered what are the 
wages of fin^ and that his eyes are too 
pure to behold iiiiquity. Without 
this inftance of benevolence in Godjt 
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it had been impoflible for his finful 
creatures to have cfcaped the punifti- 
ment they had incurred; but the de- 
mands of his juftice, which fees every 
a£Hon in its true lights have been 
fully fadsfieds he hath accepted the 
fufferings of a Mediator, whom he 
hadi dignified by an union with him- 
felf> as a fatis&6Hon which it was not 
in the power of man to make. 

I fhall not, in this place, examine 
die great variety of objeftions, which 
*have been offered by thofe who re- 
fufe to acknowledge the neceffity of 
a Mediator, and who pretend, that 
we cannot be juftificd by the righte* 
joufiiefs of another. I fee, in part, the 
tcafons which induced the Supreme 
Behig to accept of a vicarious facri* 
frre, and atfo the great advantages 
ti^ich xeCuh from this plan of reeon- 
S 4 cUiation. 
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dilation. But though we fliould ndt 
clearly difccrn thofe things, yet we 
ought not to be too hafty in judging 
of the dcfigns of God, by our ideas, 
or by our manner of thinkmg. 

It appears, dien, that we are too 
apt to confound things which are 
very different from each other. A fin- 
ner cannot be acceptable to God| 
neither can he procure his approba- 
tion, on account of the death of a 
Mediator, as long as he continues in 
fin. The immediate efiefi: of this 
death confifts in rendering a man, 
though finful, capable of receiving 
the Divine favour, when, by ufing the 
means which are fumifhed by grace, 
he renounces the flavery of fin to 
ferve and obey God; die infirmities, 
which are infeparable fircrni human na- 
ture, will no longer be imputed to 

him* 
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him. By this plan of redeniption, man 
is reformed j a renovation oflife fuc- 
ceeds ; and he is placed in fuch a ftate^ 
that the Divine compaffion may re- 
ceive him into grace and favour. 



LET- • 
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LETTER XIV. 

Jtecapttulation^ nuitb fome farther illuftrathnt^ 
tf the foregoing remarks and reafoning. Per- 
wation ; and exhortation of the author to his 
daughter* 

LE T US, then, my daughter, cm- 
brace with gratitude, this gene- 
ral pardon; let us offer oiir tribute 
of praife to him, who, out of his in- 
finite love, found out a ranfbm for 
lis 5 let us, with confidence, walk iq 
that way in which Chrift hath gone 
before us; let us endure with chcar- 
fiilnefs, the tranfient fufiirings of this 
life, nor view with horror the ap- 
proaches of another. The confola- 
tion which muft fupport us in life and 
in death, is now imparted j by the help 
of this^ we can, without fear, and in 

perfciSt 
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pcffefl: tranquillity of mind, contem- 
plate the progreflive advances of our 
diffolution, and boldly enter into 
eternity. 

We are fcnfiblc of our depravity, and, 
if we would fpeak ingenuoufly, we muft 
confefs that we are flaves to our wills, 
and that it is widi reluctance we fub- 
mit our conduft to the divine precepts 
of the Chriftian religion. The incli- 
nations of the flefti are ftrong and vi- 
gorous ; they attach us, to the prefent 
life — they acquire a domination over 
^ our faculties, and baniih from 
the will every thought of futurity. 
The love of our Saviour, who re- 
deemed us, is cold and languid; and 
"we have but a fervile fear of God? 
"who, in our imagination, is too holy. 
Thcfe fentiments are deeply rooted in 
the dark receffes of our hearts ; every 
thing coplpires to remind us of our 

weakneft,. 
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weaknefs, and to convince us^ that 
humility is a diipofition which be* 
comes, in the highcft degree, creatures 
lb corrupt and impcrfedt. 

Thefe are difagrceable truths; and 
the confeffion which we are obliged to 
make of them, muft be very mortify- 
ing to human pride ; but it is ufeful 
and falutary to prefent them to the 
mind. When we refleft, on the one 
hand, upon our incapacity of deliver- 
ing ourfelves from this corruption; 
and when we confider, on the other, 
the greatnefs and purity of our Judge, 
who muft be difpleafed at our depraved 
condition, and whofe difpleafure is 
the worft of evils ; when, I fay, we 
refledt on thefe things, they muft fink 
us into defpair. But God hath mani- 
fefted his charitable defigns towards 
us ; he hath given us the greateft and 
the nobleft hopes. We have it in 

our 
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our power to be for ever happy j and 
though this corruption will always 
adhere to us, and is never radically 
removed, yet it will be no obftacle to 
our felicity. The Divine Goodneis 
hath accepted a fatisfadbion for thefe 
imperfedions, which are inherent in 
our nature. 

I Ihall not here take notice of thofe 
abftrufe queflions, which have been 
ftarted, about the liberty of man : It 
is an impenetrable myftery. The phi- 
lofophers of our days think they have 
good reaibns for banifhing all liberty 
from the world. " We are governed 
" by neceflity, they fay ; all the refo- 
*' ludons which we form, or all the 
** aftions of our will, have their caufe 
** in fomething which happened the 
" preceding moment." — But the in- 
ternal conviftion of n^y own mind, 
rejedls thefe fubtlcries; I perceive 

in 
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p myfel^ ^ fclf-detcrmining power i 
J obferve, that if we, in a great mea* 
ftire, depeod upon our lenfcs, an4 
upon die paflions which they excitCj 
jt is not, however, impoflible for us 
to relift them. I ipeak from expe- 
pences none of the paflions are un- 
conquerable; the idea of an infinite 
JSeing, who is always prefent with. us, 
gnd the recpiirfe we may have to him 
by prayer, are fufficient means to bring 
them into fubjeftion. We have the 
power of removing from our minds, the 
thoughts of eternity, if difa^eeablc 
to us ; we have alfo the power of re- 
fle&ing upon its importance : the ca^ 
pacity which we have of becoming vir- 
tuous, confifts in our choice of giving 
or refufing our attention, to whatever 
agrees or difagrees with our fevouritc 
purfuits. 
Let us employ the time prefent; 

eternity 
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eternity will be our reward if we 
make a good ule of it. Let us al- 
ways have before our eyes, the nature 
and confequcnces of fin; let us re- 
member, that it will deprive us of 
the favour of God, and expofe us to 
his indignation. Let us refledt on the 
value of eternity ; and on that life and 
that immortality, whieh Chrift hath 
brought to light by the gofpel. The 
fmall fatisfaftions of this prefent 
fliort life, which are but puerile amufe-^ 
ments, muft difappear, when placed 
in competition with the greatnefs and 
durability of the glory which is here* 
after. 

Let us never forget, that we were 
born for eternity, and that an affair 
of fo great importance Ihould be the 
principal occupation of our lives. 
Let us follow the light that will 
condud us thither-^the precepts of 
4 our 
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our Saviour plainly point out the 
way. How infenfible then muft we i 
be, to fufFcr ourfelves to be direfted ,' 
by any other ? -^p 

We acknowledge the corruption of 
our nature ; we confefs, that it termi- 
nates in death j we are perfuaded, that 
Jefus had the words of eternal life. 
Let us then ftudy them with atten- 
tion, ap|)ly them with fincerity to 
ourfelves; continually inculcate them 
on our minds, and feek the afliftance 
of that light which was brought from 
heaven to earth. 

We are ignorant of a great number 
of things. We know not, in parti- 
cular, the operations of the grace of 
God ; nor how it enlightens the mindr 
No perfon can fincerely devote him- 
felf to the Supreme Being, without 
perceiving the emotions of his grace. 
— " If a man keep my command- 

*' ments. 
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^' ments, fays our Saviour, he will 
^^ perceive^ that I am come from God/' 
—It is the influence of his grace> 
which excites in us "good defires; 
which reprefents to us our own un- 
worthinefs, and which animates our 
jbuls with an ardent defire of pro- 
curing the favour of God. Thefc are 
fenrimeiits, which every wife and ra- 
tional man is capable of experiencing. 

I am Well perfuaded, that we have 
in this grace, a powerful fuccour to 
liberate us from fin, and make us af- 
pire after that condition which is 
more worthy of man. 

I muft confefs, that the manner of 
the co-operation of grace, is an inex- 
plicable myfteryj it is, however, a 
revealed truth. The mode of its a6t- 
ing is too obfcure for lis to compre- 
hend. We know not the laws of the 
aftions of Ipirits. We know not the 
T manner 
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manner by which one body moves 
another. How then fhall we difcera 
the method, by which one Ipirit ads 
upon another Ipirit? Perhaps/ if we 
too clearly perceived the operation of 
grace upon our minds, it might be an 
obftacle to the exercife of our liberty. 
—The advice of our Saviour is a fuf- 
iicient direftion to us in this matter. 
— " Search the fcriptures — believe in 
" me — keep my commandments, for 
^^they are eafy."— God will do the 
reft. Thefe commandments will be 
eafy to us, when once we are con- 
vinced of, the importance of eternity; 
for what can the prefent life ofier, 
which can be compared with what we 
may either hope for, or fear, during 
this eternity ? 

We are reftored from the loweft 
ftate of abafement and dejeftion. 
^We are animated with the moft com- 
fortable 
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fortable promifes. We now walk with 
confidence in that road, which hath 
been marked out for us with fo much 
wildomj and which fo well corref- 
ponds with our inclinations and abi- 
lities. We leave behind us thofe 
yices which tended to eftrange us 
from God and happinefs j before us 
is a benevolent Being, who offers, to 
the viftorious, incorruptible crowns, 
as the recompence of viftory j which 
viftory he alfo helps us to acquire. 
We may now reft fatisfied with re- 
Ipeft to our future condition, without 
perplexing ourfelves about the trials 
which we fhall have to undergo, and 
which are yet at a diftance. Let us 
only employ to advantage the pre- 
fent hour. The means of falvation, 
the facred writings, the precepts of 
Dur Saviour, are in our hands; we 
infenfibly draw near to the dcfired 
T a harbour J 
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harbour; the approaches of diflbkn: 
tion become Icfs formidable, the 
(learer we arrive to the happy man- 
fions of eternity, where error and[ 
vice will be difarmedu and have nq 
more power over us, 

Thofe perfons, who have been fix 
happily fituated as to be able to, 
^evote a great part of their time 
to the ftudy of thefe moft important 
of all truths, and to make it the 
principal employment of their lives, 
will be better qualified to. exhibit 
them to your view, in a more ani- 
mating and affedting manner, and 
fo as to make a greater impreffion 
upon your mind. Receive them* 
however, my daughter, from the 
mouth of a father, who confidcrs 
himfelf on the verge of lifej they 
are the moft precious marks of ten- 
dernefs which he can give you. 
8 Thefc 
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Thcfe inftruftions would have been 
more perfeft, if his capacity had 
been more extenfive. They arc, 
however, the refult of his refle6bions, 
and of the refearches which he has 
made after truth; they are alfo the ef- 
feft of his internal conviftion. Your 
father, who now addreffes you, has ' 
had his doubts; he has fometimes 
been miftaken; and has wifhed, in 
thofe moments, that the confequences 
of fin were not fo grievous. He hath 
not been exempt from falling; but 
the viftorious grace of God has 
kindly come to his relief. He can 
now behold, without fear, his ap- 
proaching death. Beyond this period, 
he fees objefts of joy, and fubjefts of 
hope; all which invite him to prefs 
forwards to that eternity, where death 
will be vanifhed, and where fin will 
have no accefs. Tour heart, which 

is 
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is fb little corrupted with vicious fen- 
timents, will find lefs difficulty in the 
yray that leads to life. After having 
finifhed your race, you will meet your 
fether in thofe glorious and peace- 
ful habitations, where the thoughts 
of our corruption will no more be 
productive of inquietude and Ihame, 
nor the fufferings of the prefent time 
fill any longer our eyes with tears. 
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